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PREFACE. 



1 H £ contemplation of man, in the various iituations and under 
the different circumftances in which he from time to time pre« 
fent6 himfelf to our view, is one of the nobleil employments 
of the philofophic mind, as it immediately leads to that felf-- 
knowledge which defervedly holds the pre-eminence over all 
others, and which cannot be obtained without it» 

To arrive at a juft knowledge of human nature, a progrefs 
through the hiftory of the ruder nations is eflentially neceflary. 
It is from the actions of mankind, when feen under little other 
controul than that of their own will, that the tendency and 
effeds of the paffions appear more clearly and truly, than when 
under the influence and reftraint of the laws of refinement : nor 
is there any other way to judge of the value of cultivation, in 
the eflimate of human happinefs, than by this kind of com* 
parifbn. 

But the hiflory of favage nations is very difficult to be ob- 
tained. Themfelves have no records 5 nor, without other in- 
citement, will travellers more cultivated remain long enough 
among them, to become acquainted with their language, cuftoms, 
manners, and opinions, to form a true pidure of a people. Scraps 

ha/lily 



VI PREFACE, 

haftily picked up and ill underftood, put Into form by a fertile 
imagination, conftitute moft of thofe works that arc offered 
under fuch name : whence arife the many ftrange notions and 
prejudices that we are apt to entertain of thofe people, and 
to refute which nothing is wanted, but a refidcnce for a due 
time amongft them. It therefore becomes neceflary to fay fome- 
thing concerning the following Work, in order to fhew the 
ground of credibility it ftands on, and to give the reader a fuffi- 
cient confidence in the truth and candour with which the fadls 
are reprefented. For this purpofe, the names of the Authors 
alone would be fufficient to thofe acquainted with them : to 
others it will be neceffary to mention, that the late Mr. Robert 
Norrisj of Liverpool, whofc death, fince the writing of this book, 
is juftly regretted by all who knew him, was eighteen years in 
the African trade, was well acquainted with the language and 
cuftoms of the people, and was indefatigable in obtaining, from 
both blacks and whites, the memoirs from which his part of 
the work was written. Befides, his own obfervation furniftied 
many curious and interefting fafts, as will be found in his hiftory 
of Ahadee, and his journey to Abomey in 1 772, which are 
here a fecond time printed, with many corredlions and emenda- 
tions, finiOied during his lad illnefs. 

The life of Adahoonzou II. and the beginning of the reign of 
Wheenoohew, the prefent king of Dahomy, are colledled from 
the communications oi Lionel Abfon, Efq. the prefent Britifh 
Governor at Whydah ; of whom we need only fay, that, he has 
been fevcn and twenty years refident on the coaft, and upwards 
of twenty in the prefent government ; where, from his fituation, 
and a thorough acquaintance with the people and their lan- 
guage. 
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guagc, he has been enabled to obtain every information he could 
deiire, or they afford ; and this the more readily, as his great 
knowledge is found no lefs ufeful to them, than to his em« 
ployers. 

Mr. Dalzel had collefted thefe, and written the Introdudlion, 
when, his duty calling him to Cape Coaft, he was obliged to 
leave the care of the prefs to a friend ; a circumftance the more 
to be regretted, as his great intelligence in the fubjedt, had he 
been prefent, might have afforded it a higher degree of perfec- 
tion than it has now to boafl of: his competence to fuch a tafk 
cannot be doubted, after reading the Introdudtion juft men- 
tioned, the refult of near thirty years obfcrvation, fevcn of 

_ * 

which he was refident in Guinea, and four of thefe Governor 
at Whydab, in which government he was fucceeded by Mr, 
Abfon. 

Before leaving England, in 1792, he conceived that the ad- 
dition of the preceding reigns would render the work more com- 
plete, and fo, more worthy the liberal encouragement of his 
numerous friends. This part therefore is fuppHed, from all the 
authors that could be found who had treated of the fubjedt; but 
principally from Snclgrave, whofe ftyle carries with it the irre- 
fiflible evidences of truth, which are limplicity and candour. 
How it is executed, is fubmitted to ihe judgment of the reader. 
If it does not difgr ce the reft of the Work, the writer is fatisfied; 
and whilft he declares thiit he has ufcd his utmoit pains to pre- 
vent cenfure, he doc^s not offer himfelf as a candidate for praife, 
nor wifhes to lay claim to any part of the book but its errors. 

This 
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This Work, confidered as a coUe^ion from feveral writers, 
will doubtlefs require much indulgence for the inequality of the 
ftylc, for a few repetitions that might otherwife have bcca 
avoided, and for fome errors of the prefs, which great care has 
not been able to obviate* But Candour is the bofom-friend of 
Judgment $ and the Editor, pleading a define to pleafe, need not 
fear pardon where he has failed, when afSAcd by fuch at^ advo- 
cate* Even the title might have appeared more fuitable to the 
Work, had it been Memoirs, rather than Hiftory : to which 
lail it can claim no other right, but that of containing every 
thing hidorical that its colledtors could 6nd relating to Da^ 
homy. The Notes generally (how the authorities from which 
they are taken; thofe marked with R. Nt were given by 
Mr* Norris ; thofe with A. D* by Mr* Dalzel ; and the few 
with J* F* were thofe added after his departure : when they are 
without thefe marks, they belong to the writer of the 4aft 
referring to them* 

The curious fruit mentioned in the Introduction, and to 
which I have given the name of oxygfycus, I find was known 
to Des Marchais, who defcribes it* as a little red fruitt 
which, bemg chewed, gives a fweet tafte to the moft 
four or bitter things* But he miftakes, where be fays that 
the feed is much like pear-kernels ; for fome of the natives 
of. Cape Coaft, with whom I have lately converied, affirm, 
with Mr* Dalzcl, that it is a ftone-fruit ; that it is called 
ajfabab on that part of the coaft ; and that it grows on a tall 
flirub, not on a tree, the fruit hanging down in clutters, like 
the cherries of the laureU This muft be diftingui(hed from 

the 

* Tom* II. p*i03; & vide Prcvoft, Tom. IV. p. 350. 
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the iola^ or boejt^ mentioned by feveral authors> as giving a 
relifh to water or palm wine ; which grows on lofty trees, as 
this was faid to do ; but which, to Bofman, feemed to be a 
fpedes of the areka^ or beetle*. 

Similar to our account of the ceremony ufed in dooming the 
King of Eyeo to death*}*, and of its confequences, is that related 
h^ Diodorus Siculus, in his defcription of the Ethiopians. It is 
iiot, fays this hiftorian, the cuftom of the kings of Ethiopia, 
to put their fubfeds, though condemned, to death. They 
fend to the criminal, by the proper mefTenger, a token of his 
doom; which he reffieftfuUy receives, and, retiring to his 
own houie, kills himfelf. To which we may add, that 
there were fome cafes where this mode was pradtifed in other 
countries; but that which moft applies to our inftance, is what 
follows. In like manner, continues he, did the priefts at MeroS 
a£t towards the king himfelf ; for when they wiihed to be rid 
of him, they had only to acquaint him, that the oracle of the 
Gods, whofe will, they told him, no mortal ought to difpute^ 
bad decreed, that he fhould put himfelf to death : a fummons 
which never met with refinance till the time of the fecond Pto« 
lemy ; when Ergamenes^ one of their kings, whofe mind had been 
improved by the learning and philofophy of the Greeks, on 
receiving fuch an imperious and dreadful mefTage, inflead of 
compliance, led his army to the city of Arata, the refidence of 
the pricfts, and the feat of their golden temple, where he dc- 
ftroyed the whole knot of them and their adherents, and for ever 
abolilhed the cuftom. 

6 This 

* Bofman, p. 287, f Vide Hift. p. 12, 156. 
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This meflage was no doubt accompanied with the fame- 
formalities as in other inftances ; and fome token fent to the 
king, to confirm the fentence, as well as to give it authen- 
ticity ; which token, though it might not be the fame 
with that ufed at Eyeo, ftill produces a coincidence in a very 
extraordinary cuftom, that for countries fo diflant, and times fo 
remote, muft appear very remarkable. Nay, fo many inftances 
of this kind are found, between the cuftoms and ceremonies of 
different and diflant partsof Africa, that we are often led to con* 
elude there muft, at an early period, have been an intercourfe 
between them. Time has erafed the aera from the page of 
hiflory j but the veftiges of fuch an intercourfe may ftill be 
perceived in fads of this ftriking nature. 

Moreover, when we confider that the beft hiftbrians affirm the 
Nigritians to have been the firft inhabitants of Africa, and that 
the tawny people were interlopers ; wc may as reafonably fup« 
pofe thofc cuftoms to have originated amongft the inhabitants, 
as amongft their invaders, and to have travelled towards the 
North, rather than from it. There is no more reafon to fup- 
pofe Nigritia to have been always in its prefent ftate of igno- 
rance and barbarity, than Ethiopia^ Egypt, and Greece ; only 
that the period of its grandeur is farther removed. The fall of 
refinement into barharifm, we well know, is much more rapid 
than its rife ; and this, becaufe when refinement is carried be- 
yond a certain pitch, it evaporates the metal as well as the 
drofs; enervates the body, fo as to unfit it for the hardy refift- 
ance of violence ; and renders the mini fo light, that it becomes 
the plaything of every plaufjble wind that may be direifled 
againft it.. 

Oa 
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On the other hand, we have no more reafon to fuppofc the 
Phoenicians or Ethiopians to have been always the fame culti- 
vated people that they were in the times of Solomon, Alexander, 
and Ptolemy, than to fuppofe the fame of Britain from its pre- 
fcnt ftate ; when we know, that fcarce 2000 years are elapfed, 
iince the chief ornament of our politefl ladies, was the length 
of their hair, and the blue tattooing of their bodies. 

I would not here be underflood as intimating, that all the 
fimilar cuftoms of Guinea, and the northern or eaftern nations 
of Africa, took their rife in the fouth ; becaufe many of them 
fhew the contrary, having an immediate relation to Mahom- 
medanifm, and fuch as have evidently been introduced fince 
the Hegira ; partly by the incurfions of the Arabs, and other 
nations, partly by commercial intercourfc : it is only to thofc of 
fuch -a nature as this juft mentioned, that we would apply our 
hypothciis. 

The map is that of Mr. Norris, with a few additions ; which, 
for the places on the coail, and the pofition of Abomey, is near 
enough to the truth ; but in the internal parts is far from being 
difcriminate : the fituations, much more the boundaries, of 
many of the kingdoms mentioned in our hiftory, being very 
imperfedly known to the Europeans, or even to the Daho- 
mans themfelves, as I have had occafion to obfervc in feveral 
of the Notes. Even the diftance between the fame two places 
is differently ftated by thofe who have travelled over it. For 
inflance, from Whydah beach to Abomey, which is perhaps 
the moft beaten track, by Europeans, of any in Africa, the di- 

A 2 ftance 
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ftance is reckoaed^ by Mn Lambe to be 2oo miles ; whiffle 
Mr. Norris makes it 112, and Mr. Dal zel only 96. Nor is* 
this all ; the. very names of the feme place are as difcordant as< 
the portions or diftances. Wbydah^ as it is pronounced by the 
natives^ who found the w of it ftrong^ like that in wbip^ the 
French write Juida ; the Dutch, Fida, &c. Eyeo is written 
many diiFerent ways, as niay be feen in the Notes ;. bat not 
in that which I prcfume is the right one, viz. Gago. Snelgrave 
miftakcs Mahec for Eyeo> which he calls Yahoo ; very near 
to the Arabian found of Gago^ Gago^ fo called by Leo, is 
written A'^^i^^, by the tranilators of the Nubian Geographer, and 
Gugoo by the African difcoverers. Affiante,, founded AHiantee, is 
by fbme called Intai which country I conje^ure to be our Tap* 
pah r and many other fynonyma are to be found, much more dif- 
iimilar in their appearance thaa thefe. So that under fuch con« 
fiderations it proves oftentimes very difficult to afcertain,. 
either from books or travellers, the identity of many towns 
and countries : as I have experienced, in common with others 
who have undertaken that labour;; and of which more hereafter. 
This bdng the cafe, we muft be indebted to circum fiances,, 
and fometimes to conjedlure, for the probable, when we cannot 
obtain the a£tual, iituation of places: and from thefc helps we 
have been led to conclude the identity of Dauma and Dahomy ; 
of Gago and Eyeo \ of In-Ta and Ta-pah ; and to give a pofi* 
tion of thcfe from Abomey, and from each other, different in 
the Notes from thofe found in the body of the Work ; as I did 
not think proper to alter that without greater certainty. There 
is one error, however, that fhould be correded ;. I mean the 
latitude of Abomey, which, in the fecond page of the Intro- 
du<aion, is faid to lie in 9 degrees 50 minutes north, agreeable 

to. 
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to its place in former maps ;. but which fhould have been 7 de-^^ 
grccs 59 minutes norths in conformity. to our own, 

I fhall tiow account for the reafons that induced me to adopt 
thefe different names, as fynonyma, that this libetty may not 
appear the mere efFedb of imagination, and in hopes that I may 
thereby favc fome trouble to future enquirers : the difficulty 
attending on almoft every invcftigation relative to the interior 
African geography being fuch, that to travel through Nigritia 
on paper, is almoft as dreary and devious as through the country 
itfelf. 

The identity of Dauma and Dahomy, is clearly proved from, 
their fituation, which on all the maps is the fame, viz. on the 
caftern fide ©f, and adjacent to, the river Volta ; though it is^ 
not cafy to trace by what means the ancient geographers obtained 
the knowledge of its pofition fo truly. It muft be obferved,, 
that the name of Dauma does not occur in any author, nor in 
any map that I have feen,. till after the appearance of Lea's 
Defcription of Africa ; for in 156 1 it is not to be found in tlie 
maps of Rufcelli ; though even the Latin tranflation of Leo, 
which muft have been fubfcquent to the author's edition,, had 
then been publifted fix years : yet it is in the Planifphere of 
P. Plancius, dated 1594,, and in the Atlas of G. Mercator, who 
died in that year :. fo that it was probably introduced by Sanutus, 
who is ftylcd the exadleft divider of Africa, and whofe Geo ^ 
graphy was publifhed at Venice in I5.88, If fo, for 1 have 
not the book, this author feems to have had further information 
than that afforded by Leo -, for he has not only placed the 
kingdom of Dauma in the very fituation it is now found to 
occupy,, but even the capital of the fame name in about nine 

degrees 
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degrees north, in which he has been followed by moft of ihe 
fubfequent geographers, and which anfwers near enough to the 
latitude of Abomey : whereas Leo* only makes a general men- 
tion of this, with feveral other kingdoms, which he fays are 
on the fouth of Nigritia. 

There is a circumftance that, though perhaps it may only be 
the engraver's error, is too remarkable to be pafTed over ; which 
is, that the town Dauma is in Plancius's map-f- fpelt Dauina. 
If this be intentional, the near coincidence of this found with 
Dawhce, the former capital, is ftill more extraordinary, 

Tn the maps belonging to Sir Jonas Moore's Mathematics, 
publifhed in i^8i, which were revifed and prepared for the 
prefs by Dr. Halley, and fiiid to be taken from the newejl 
geographers extant, we ftill find both the kingdom and town 
of Dauma preferving their former pofition ; and it is Jiot till 
after the publication of the Dodlor's own map, in 1700, that 
they are fupplanted by Ardra and other places ; which, as they 
were found by himfelf or other navigators to lie along the 
coafts, were too haftily fuppofed to run far inland : but the 
conqueft of Ardra and Whydah, by the Dahomans, in 1727^ 
once more brought to light this ancient and warlike people ; 
and replaced their kingdom in its former fituation, with the 
flight alteration of the name from Dauma to Diihomy, as it was 
given by Captain Snelgrave. 

In 

* Leo, Book I. Chap, !• 

t This map is in one fheet, and is probably a contraflion of his larger 
one, publiflied in 1592, which I have not. 
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* In many maps there is another kingdom of Dauma, confide- 
rably to the eaftward of this, of which no account has hitherto, 
I believe, been given. Sanutus him felf places the fecond Dauma 
with the other kingdoms of Gothan and Medra, between 
Caogo, Borno, and a country as little known aseithcr of thofe 
it bounds^ called Judaorum terra. But the inconftant pofition 
of this Matter Dauma in the maps, and the determinate one of 
ours, renders fuch ambiguity worth no- more than the mere 
mention. 

As to the name of Fouin, or Foy, which the natives fay was 
formerly that of Dahomy, it might be another appellation of the 
fame country, like that of England for Britain, &c, with the 
confideration of which I (hall neither tire myfclf nor the reader, . 

The pofition of Diahomy, or Dauma, once determined, it will 
not be difficult, I think, to inveftigate that of Eyco. The Da- 
homans fay, it is to the N. £• of Affem, or Great Ardra; but 
whether to the N. E. or N. W. thus much is certain, that it is 
to the northward, and that it muft be a nation immediately 
adjoining to Dahomy ; fince there is no mention throughout 
our Hiftery of any intermediate one, which muft have been the 
cafe, had it exifted, from its interference in feme of the many 
tranfadtions that have pafled between the two kingdoms • It 
IS the common opinion, that the mutual boundary of Eyco and 
Dahomy, is part of that chain of mountains which forms a line 
of feparation between a great part of Nigritia and Guinea. Now 
the only country adjoining to Dahomy ©n the north, and bear- 
ing any affinity to Haiho, or Eyco, is Gago ; which prefcrved its 
vicinity to the river Volta, and confequently to Dahomy, till. 

within* 
* Vide Magini Geographiae Pars fecunda, £d. i6l7> p« 187. 
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within a fcv^f' years; when new names induced geographers, 
perhaps too haftily, to diAiirb the former pofition of places^ 
From Plancius to the time of Sencx, Gago is the N. W. boun* 
dary of Dahomy, In D'Anville, Gago is changed to Gogo, 
and removed further to the northward; as it is« under the 
nameof Gugoo, in the late map of Major Rennd, added to the 
difcoveries of the African Aflbciation. Before thefe authors, 
I believe, there is no intermediate country found between Gago 
and Dahomy ; nor perhaps would there yet, if our late infor- 
mation had been more accurate. 

As to the difference in form between the two words, it may 
liave arifen from the different manners of reprefenting Arabic 
words in Roman charaAers, or of different nations reprefenting 
the fame found. In the former cafe^ it is ytx^ eafy to make fuch 
z. miftake, as thefe three founds, viz. G, foft*, Hh, and Ch, 
are reprefented in Arabic by the fame charafler, with the help 
only of a fingle point i\ and that the latter is often the fad, I 
have already ihewn in feveral inftances. 

But Sndgrave &ys, from the inforaiation of the Portugueio 
Mulatto found at the court of Trudo, that Eyeo is '* many 
^* days journey off, beyond a great and famous lake, which is 
^' the fouatain of feveral large rivtrs, that empty themfelves 
^' into the Bay of Guinea/' Let us confidcr this dcfcription, 
Affem, or Ardra^ where our Author then was, is diftant from 

Gago, 

* This IS nearly the Englifh found of £ afpirat^d, or He. Moore fayf, the 
kingdom called Ghana, by the Nubian Geographer, is founded Yany by the 
natives. Travels, p. 15; et v. Appendix, p. 6, 66. 

f Walton« Incroduc. ad LeAioa. Linguar. Orientaliunu 



V & B P A C E. XVII 

tSjigo, in Scnex*s map,*' twelve or fourteen days journey, at 
about twenty miles per day : but then it is confiderably to the 
ibuth-wcft of the lake alluded to, if by fuch lake be meant that 
called by fome writers Guarda, or Sigefmes : which lake alfo has 
iiad feveral names and places, till at lafl it has vanished ; for the 
fmall lake found near Ghanah, in Major Rennel's map, diifers 
too mucb in (ituation to be conlidered as its remains : it might 
xather be taken for thofe of Ptolemy's hkc Lybia. 

The middle of the lake Sigefmes, according to Senex, lies 
in about 1 3 degrees north and 5 degrees caft of London ; con- 
iequently, it is fomething to the caftward of Ardra ; but it 
^oes not feem to hold a place in the ancient maps. Ptolemy 
has no one that correfponds to this iituation; though fome 
have placed it near his lake Lybia, and others, to that which he 
calls Nigrites : to this laO:, one part of Snelgrave's defcription 
beft anfwers^ as they generally make it the fource of many 
xivers* 

« 

Ptolemy places the lake Nigrites at the north-weft extremity 
of the river Niger, clofe to the Mandrian mountains ; on the 
other fide of which is the head of the MaiTa ; which river nearly 
iinfwers in poiition to that of the river Senegal* 

Who firft difcovered this lake, or who gave it the name of 
Sigefmes, or Guarda, I know not. It is neither in Edrifi nor 

c Leo; 

* I (hall here ufe Senex's map oF Africa, engraved in 1740 for Poftlethwaite's 
Didionarj, as a very good one for the time, and better adapted for our purpofe 
than thofe of more modern date, from its correfpondence with former writers; 
in which point of view the old map of H. Moll will alfo be found very ufeful« 
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Leo ; yet it was known before Sanutus, as I find it in Rufcclli** 
modern maps, annexed to his edition of Ptolemy's Geography^ 
which was printed at Venice in 1561, He alfo lays down th® 
Niger lake, which he dcfcribes as the fource of two rivers: 
that running to the northward he calls Rio de TOro, which 
opens into the Atlantic Ocean in about the latitude of 19 degrees 
North ', the other, with a fouth-wcft oourfe, joins the famo 
ocean in about 8 degrees North* 

Bar hot ^ who wrote in the latter end of the laft century, gives 
the fuUeft account of this lake, that I have met with in any 
author. He fays, the ableft geographers of this age„ after much 
contefting about it, agree, that the Niger runs in a body from 
the lake Sigefmes, orof^Guarda^ which extends about 100 
leagues from eaft to weft, and about 50 from north to fouth ; 
and lies in about twelve and a half ckgrecs of North latitude 
from London, and between the 4th and 9th degrees of Eaft 
longitude. This lake, purfues he, fome fay, waters Mandingo^ 
Guber, and Gago, on the fouth ; and Agadez and Cano on the 
north i and from it runs to the weft ward the continuation of 
the Niger, that is then called the 19a, or Sanaga,..and which, at 
Cantorfi, or Cantozi, divides into fcven branches. Thcfe ho 
enumerates : two, he fays, arc the rivers Scnegaland Gambia f. 
the others are, Rio St. Joao, Rio St. Domingo, Rio Grande, 
and its two branches, the G>uinala andBiguba. Though, heob- 
fetves, that this divifion.is difputed.by others, who hold, that 
none of thefc proceed from the Niger*; which feems to be the. 
prefent opinion. 

♦ Barbot's DeCcription of the. Coafts of North and S^irth Guinea.— 
Churchill's Voyages,, Vol, V. 

Be 
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• Be that as it may, this pofition and general defcription is near 
enough to that affigned by Snelgrave ; for by calculation I find 
the middle of the Sigifmes lake bears from Ardra about N.N.E* 
diftance 374 miles ; which, at twenty miles per day, is nine- 
teen or twenty days journey, and fo far agrees with the Daho- 
man account. 

As to the flowing of the rivers arifing from this lake into the 
Gulph of Guinea, it is perhaps a mixed idea. In Rufcelli, the 
Volta, and feveral other rivers that run to the fouth, feem to have 
their fourccs near this lake ; and perhaps a fight of his map, or 
of the information from whence it was drawn, may have led to 
fuch expreflion. Certain it is, the old geographers have de- 
fcribed the Niger to abound in lakes ; though this feems to be 
a doubt with the moderns. Perhaps both may be right. The 
overflowing of the Niger may in time have produced flrange 
changes in the country ; efpecially as its courfe has had no 
interruption from human induftry : and we might inftance the 
environs of the Cafpian Sea, and feveral places within the limits 
of x>ur own enquiry, where great changes have been made ia 
the face of the country from rapid waters frequently overflowing 
their banks. Major Rennel has explained this in a very ingenious 
way, in a paper on the Ganges and Burrampooter rivers, pub- 
li{hed in the 71ft volume of the Pliilofophical Tranfa<5tions. 
And Mr. Beaufoy, in his account of the African Difcoveries, 
mentions a river near Tefifouwa, to the eaftward of Mourzouk^ 
that was overwhelmed by the moving fands ; which the perfon 
who, in 1789, gave this information, remembered a deep and 

rapid ftream. 

r 2 From 
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From all which it appears, that the former, if not the pre^ 
fent, exigence of fuch a lake is eftablifhed ; that it is many days 
journey from Ardra, is the fource of many great rivers^ and 
that Gago is in its neighbourhood ; all which, anfwering to 
the pofition and defcription that are afligned to Eyeo, by SneU 
grave and the Dahoman^, prove the identity of thefe two 
places, as exactly as can be expected from information fo dark 
and confufed as is every part of that relating to the geography 
of the interior Africa r 

The only powerful neighbour to Gago, is Afliante, or Inta $ 
which is particularly defcribed, about the year 1700, by Bof* 
man and Barbot*, as a country then but lately known to the Eu- 
ropeans; abounding in gold, and bordering on Gago, N. E* by N, 
and as an inftance of its greatnefs, Bofman tells us, that in two 
battles with the Dinkirans, its neighbours, there were flain oil 
both fides upwards of an hundred thouiand men ^ that Dinkira 
was deftroyedby them, and lay then in ruins. This induced mft 
to think, that In-Ta and Ta-pah, as well as Afliante, might 
mean the fame place, as we find of Mahee and Yahoti, &cv 
efpecially as none other can be found in the neighbourhood 
of Gago able to (land in competition with it. 

I have dwelt j^erhaps too long on fo barren a fubje6t> but wa§ 
fearful, by the aflertion of what was merely hypothetical, that I 
might juftly incur cenfure, if I did not (hew the reafons for my 
opinion ; therefore I have gone into this detail, that the reader 
might the better judge for himfelf. The inveftigation has been 

attended 

* Bofman, 56,- 57* Barbot, 451^ 



P R B F A C S« XXt 

attended with much more labour than recompence ; but I 
think thofe who pretend to inform others, fliould take great care 
that themfclves are not deceived ; not only becaufe by fuch inat-^ 
tent ion they propagate error, but becaufe they moft deceive thofc 
who place the greateft confidence in them« 

The principal impediment to the improvement of the geo-* 
graphy of Africa, feems rather to arife from the jealoufy of the 
inhabitants of the fea-coafls, in permitting white men to travel 
through their country, than from the danger or difficulty at- 
tending the penetration : though it muft be confefTcd that it 
cannot be entirely fafe to venture through regions, where the 
people are often as favage as the beafls of prey. This jealoufy 
originates in their fears, left either the advantages of their trade' 
with Europe fhould be lefTened, or perhaps transferred, from 
them to their neighbours ; or that the inland kingdoms, already 
very powerful, by obtaining European arms might rule them at 
their pleafure. There are many inftances in former writers, of 
their care and cunning, in concealing from travellers the names 
and nature of the adjacent countries, and even of the remote - 
parts of their own j nor do we find that the fame propenficy is 
abated at the prefent hour. As to their apprehenfions relative 
to the inland countries, our very hiflory owes its rife to them : 
the oppofition of Ardra and Whydah to the interference of the 
Daliomans with their trade, caufed them to hazard and lofe their 
political exiftence. 

Perhaps a better map of the infernal parts here fpoken of, 
might have been afforded by Mr. Abfon, had we entertained an 
idea, that there would have been time enough before the Work 

had 
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had been printed ofF, to have»availed^*ourfcIves of the commu^ 
nication ; . though, from what has been faid, this may appear 
problematicaJ, 

Indeed, I am of opinion, that the Northern trading Moors, 
or Mallays, as they are called, will be the only inftruments 
whereby ^he geography of Nigritia, and the fouthern provinces, 
will ever be completely obtained ; as they come through the 
interior parts, travel every where, are well received, and confe- 
quently want only an intelligent and attentive mind, to render 
tliem every way competent to the undertaking. No doubt but 
our confuls and merchants, fiiuated along the northern coafts, 
may be able to find men of this defcription, who, for a certain 
^vantage, would be glad to coUcft all the information neceflary 
.for our purpofc. 

The Mallays, fo called, feem to anfwer to the defcription of 
the Julapes, or Jalabs, mentioned in the Lords Report, and by 
Mr. Lediard, as travelling merchants, and as the fourccs of great 
information ; though perhaps they may be only ftragglers from 
the caravans, ilaves, delinquents, or anomalous beings, who 
prefer a vagabond life ; for they do not feem, from any of our 
accounts, to have a fettled plan of revifiting the fame place, at 
regular periods, like merchants, though they fometimes wear a 
mercantile appearance. Perhaps they are of the fame kind with 
thofe Arabian teachers mentioned by Mr. Penny, in the report 
juft now alluded to, concerning the flave trade, as coming down 
from the Mahometan flate of Fula^ to Sierra Leone, with their 
tranfcripts of the Alcoran to fell, probably as charms, and at 
the fame time to propagate Mahomedanifm, as far as their per- 

fonal 
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fcnal fafcty might allow. Certain it is, they pofFcfj? not only the 
art of writing, but other ufcful arts unknown to the favagcs 
whom they vifit, and for which they are held, by great and 
final], in very high efleem. 

What they really are, may eafily be known by our governors 
at the different forts in Guinea, if the knowledge be thought 
worth obtaining : efpccially if it fhould attradl the attention of' 
that laudable Aflbciation lately inftituted for the purpofe of dif- 
covering the internal parts of Africa ; whofe fuccefs, we heartily 
wifh, may remove the opprobrium with which our ignorance of 
that country juftly reproaches this age of enquiry. The cara- 
vans purfuing always the fame route, can do but little towards it ; 
nor is the information of a fingle traveller, however reputable 
and diligent, fufficiently fecure from error, to be entirely de- 
pended upon. Therefore fuch of our African governors a» 
underftand Arabic, fliould bedirefted tomak-e the neceflary enqui- • 
ries of thefc people ; and where they have not this language^ 
Moors, acquainted with that and the EngUfli tongue, may be 
retained, with fmall expence, at the fadlories where thofe Mai- 
lays are moft ufually found, who might interrogate them con-* 
ccrning the countries they have pafled through, their fituations, . 
&c, which liberty of converfation, I think, might be obtained 
from the kings or caboceers, without much difficulty, notwith-- 
ftanding what was fuggeftcd ta Snelgrave. 

Some of thefe people are found as prifoners*in different States;- 
and fome few inftances have been known, .where they have been 
fold as flaves: one is mentioned by.Barbot, and there are two 
others of which I have received authentic information :. but tl>fe 
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firft cafe is, when they have been taken in a country at the time 
of its conqueft ; the fecond, probably for delinquency ; for in 
general they feiem to be perfe^ly at liberty to go and come, 
.when and where. th«y pleafe. 

The fubje<3: of the S/ave^Trade has purpofely been avoided. 
Kot only becaufe it has been a topic of public difcuflion, but 
even of controverfy ; which may well render any thing that 
might have been faid about it here unneceflary. Yet as tlic 
zeal for the abolition of this trade is held out, and I hope truly, 
as proceeding from philanthropy, I could not avoid the oppor- 
tunity of directing that valuable principle to its proper object, 
in Chap. V. and VII. of the reign of Trudo; where I hope I 
Jhall not be blamed for bringing into review things fomewhat 
remote from the Dahoman Hiftory, feeing that general propo* 
litions of this nature require more than a fingle proof in their 
demonft ration. And there is a peculiar degree of propriety in 
inftancing Mexico, when we fpeak of the fate of prifoners of 
war, not only as it was the moft poliflicd of all the fa vagc na- 
tions which the Europeans have difcovered, but alfo the moft 
cruel to its captives. Befides which, it furni(hes inftances of 
wars^ where the fole objedt was that of obtaining victims for 
facrificc, the very thought of which is too ihocking to endure 
for a moment. Thefe demonftrate, beyond the power of con- 
tradidtion, the propenfity of mankind to war and cruelty; which 
principles, as human wifdom can never eradicate, it fliould em- 
ploy itfelf, when it has power, in fo far counterading, as to 
make their evil effedts the leaft poffible : and this will never be 
done, but by making mercy the interejl of the conqueror* 
Whatever evils the ilave-trade may be attended with (and there 

% is 
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is no good without fome mixture of evil) this we are fure of, 
it is mercy to the unfortunate brave ; and not lefs to poor 
wretches, who, for afmall degree of guilt, would other wife fufFer 
from the butcher's knife ; too many inftances of which have 
fallen under the confideration of travellers, and of which more 
than one occurs in this Hiftory*. If it were ad\tanced, that 
the defire of gain tempts one nation in Africa, or any where 
elfc, to make depredations on another ; we might juftlyanfwer, 
that fhould this defire be obviated, fome other would excite to 
the fame violence. I have already mentioned a war, on a 
private quarrel between two of thefe countries, wherein there 
were flain, in only two battles, one hundred thoufand perfons ; 
and Bofman relates, that the people of Akim, who came to the 
affiftance of the Dinkirans in that war, loft thirty thoufand 
men-f-. Nay, look but at the occafion of all the wars in 
Europe, the world of refinement, for io many centuries back ; 
and then examine the tendency of nations to peace and philan* 
thropy. Compare the caufe of thefe wars with their elFedls, and 
wonder, if you can, at a fecond ever taking place, after mankind 
has beheld the folly of the firft. Nothing lefs than the all-feeing 
eye of a Gallic Philofopher can unravel fuch a myftery ; and to 
him wc leave to difplay, whilft he is whetting his knife, the 
natural propenfity of the human mind to harmony and brotherly 

d love I 

* Bofman tells us, that at Benin, on account of a chain of faSitious coral, 
not worth two-pence, five perfons were put to death. The chain was a royal 
prefent, which it feems it was a capital crime to lofe ; fo that the unfortunate 
owner (hared the fame fate with the thief, — as did three other perfons, for only 
being privy to the tranfadion. Bofmai^ p. 4b&. 

t Bofman, p« 67* 
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love I and the eafe with which univerfal peace might be efla- * 

blifhed over all the world— a propofition fcarce controvtriiblo i 

tfaroagfaout all the dominions of Chimera. \ 



! 



The delay in the publication of this Volume, though ft tJe- 
matids an apology, has neither proceeded from the remiflhefs of 
the Editor, nor that of the Printer. Part has arifcn from the j 

avocations ofbufinefs; part, from thofe unavoidable accidents J 

to which every human undertaking is liable; but the greater 
part, from the time neceflarily employed on the improvements 
of the book : and when it is confidered, how much is now 
afforded to our generous Subfcribers more than at firft was pro* 
mifed, not only in the addition of the early reigns> but of the 
copper-plates, and many anecdotes and explanations pertinent 
to the Work, it is hoped their curiofity will be more than 
compenfated for the obilacles to its earlier gratification. 
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JL N the beginning of the following hiftory, the etymology of 
the name of the kingdom of which we are about to treat, is 
given according to the tradition of the countr)'^ ; which poflibly 
may be right, though the tranfadlion to which It alludes, may 
be much earlier than the natives have dated it. For thus much 
is certain ; that the kingdom of Dauma, or Douma, mentioned 
by Leo^ in the latter end of the 15th century, is placed by all 
the geographers, from that time to the beginning of the prefent 
century, in the very fame pofition with the kingdom of Da- 
homy; that is, on the eaft fide of, and nearly adjacent to, the 
river Voltai and extending northwards to the ridge of moun- 
tains that feparate this kingdom from thofe of Guber and 
Gago. 

Whatever may have been the importance of the Dahoman 
nation, hiftory affords no marks of it previous to the conqueft 
of the maritime kingdoms of Ardrah and Whydah, between 
the years 1724 and 1727, as the blacks have no records, but 
thofe traditional ones, the legends of their bards ; which are fo 
politically affcdted, that they are but little to be depended on : * 

a • it 

* We (hall find the King frequently forbids tranfadions to be mentioned, 
that feem to refleA ihame on him or his minifters, &c. Vide p. 182. 
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it is from the whites refident amongft them, or thofe who have 
traded a long time with them, that the true hiftory of any of 
the countries on this part of the coaft can be obtained* 

Dahomy, as known at prefent, is fuppofed to reach from the 
fea coaft, about 150, or 200 miles inland, though no European 
has penetrated above half that diftance; the capital, A bomey, 
lies in about 9 degrees and 50 minutes of north latitude, and 
between the 3d and 4th degree of caft longitude, reckoned from 
the meridian of Greenwich. 

The face of the country has been thus dcfcribed by Bofman, 
Smith, and other authors. ** The vaft number and variety of 
•' tall and fpreading trees, feeming as if they had been planted 
•* for decoration j fields of the moft lively verdure, almoft wholly 
•* devoted to culture; plains, embelliflied with a multitude of 
'* towns and villages, placed in full view of the furrounding 
*' diftridt ; a gradual and almoft imperceptible afcent, to the 
** diftance of forty or fifty miles from the fea, which terminates 
*• the profped; formed the moft pi(fturefquc fcene imagi- 
** nable, unobftrudted by hill or mountain." This captivating 
pidture of beauty and fertility, was, no doubt, a juft one. before 
the conqueft of Whydah\ but fince that period, the difKirent 
genius of the conquerors has made a very con (iderable change. 

The foil is a deep, rich clay, of a reddifli colour, with a 
little fand on the furface, except about Calmina, where it is 
more light and gravelly : but there is not to be found a ftone fo 
big as an egg in the whole country, fo far as it has been vifited 

by 
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by the Europeans; fo that a pair of canky-^ftoneSf^ weighinpj 
together about twelve or fourteen pounds, brought from the 
diftance of one hundred miles or more, are fold at Gri^wbec 
for five {hillings fterling. 

The country abounds with buffaloes, deer, (heep, goats, 
hogs, both wild and domeftic, poultry, of various kinds, parti- 
cularly pintados, or Guinea hens, and Mufcovy ducks ; and the 
lakes are ftored with plenty of mullets, carp, and other fifh. 
The markets are, therefore, well fupplied with provifions, beef 
excepted, which is fomewhat fcarce, though produced in the 
country. The elephant, though its flefli be coarfe, is made 
ufe of as food by the natives ; and dogs are reared for the fame 
purpofe. 

Of farinacious vegetables, the country yields a plentiful 
fupply, proportionable to the quantum of culture; namely, 
maize, millet, or Guinea-corn, of different forts; a kind of 
peas, or rather kidney-beans, called callavances; and alfoa 
fpecies of beans, called ground -beans. The Dabomans, like- 
wife, cultivate yams, potatoes of two forts, the cafTada, or 
manioka,^ the plantain, and the banana. Pine-apples, melons, 

a 2 ^ oranges, 

* Ufed For grinding corn, as we do chocolate; fometimes making it into 
meal, and fometimes adding a fmall quantity of water during the operation, in 
order to form a paftc, or dough, for immediate ufe. Canky is their name for 
bread. 

* The manioka^ cujfada^ or cajfava^ is a plant well known in the Weft 
Indies, for the deleterious quality of its juice, which is fatal to hogs, or other 

' animals, that drink it : yet the root is made into a coarfe meal, and ufed for 

bread. 
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oranges, limes^ guavas, and other tropical fruits^ alfo abound itp 
this fertile country. 

Nor is it deftitute of produdions adapted for commerce and 
manufadture ; fuch as indigo, cotton, the fugar-cane, tobacco,, 
palm oil, together with a variety of fpices, particularly, a 
ipecies of pepper, very fimilar in flavour, and indeed fcarccly 
diflinguiihable from the black pepper in the Eaft Indies. 

A very curious fruit, which is produced in Dahomy, as well 
as in fome other parts of Africa, muft not efcape our notice ;, 
cfpecially as neither it, nor the plant to which it belongs, have 
hitherto been examined fcientifically ; nor can we clafs it bota- 
nically, having feen no part of the plant when at its maturity,, 
but the fruit. This refcmbles a fmall olive in every refpedt but 
the colour ; being of a dufky, reddi(h hue, changing at the end 
next the ftalk, to a faint yellow. * The pulp is firm, and almoft 
infipid ; the (lone is hard, like that of the olive. After having 
chewed one or more of fuch berries, and fpit out or fwallowed 
the pulp at pleafure, a glafs of vinegar will tafte, to the perfon 
trying the experiment, like fwcet wine ; a lime will feem to 
have the flavour of a very ripe China orange ; and the fanje 

change 

bread, by the Portuguefe, as well as by the negroes, in Brazil, where it is called 
/arinba di poQ^ meal of wood, or faw-duft. It is the cheaped and leaft nutri- 
tious of all the fubftitutes for bread, in the tropical climates; although it has 
lately been introduced into this country, and is now fold by the grocers and 
apothecaries, at a high price, as a pretended remedy for confumptions, under 
the name of Tapioca. 

* The above defcription anfwers nearly to our common winter cherry^ 
and perhaps it may not be improperly termed, Cera/us oxyglycus. J. F. 
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change is produced on other acids^ the ordinaiy effe<fls of which 
upon the palate is deftroyed in a very unaccountable manner^ 
without effervcfcence, or any fcnfible motion. Indeed^ the 
cSt&, is very different from neutralization^ ariiing from the 
mixture of acid and alkali : fuch combination producing a 
neutral falinc liquor; whilft this miraculous berry fecms to 
convert acids to fweets. Food or drink, not containing any 
acid, fuffer no change by the previous ufe of this fruit; its 
cffeft upon acids continues, even after a meal, though in a much 
fmallcr degree. The natives ufe it, to render palatable a kind of 
gruel, called guddoe^ which is made of bread, after it becomes^ 
too ftale for any other purpofe, "f- 

The Dahomans, like the other inhabitants of tropical cli- 
mates, plant twice a year, viz. at the vernal and autumnal 
equinoxes ; after which, the periodical rains prevail. Indeed 
they may be faid to reap four, or rather two double crops ; for 
foon after the maize comes above ground, they plant caliavances^ 
in the interftices bctweeen the rows ; which, practice gives the- 
fields a very beautiful appearance. 

The language is that which the Portuguefc call lingua geral^. 
or general tongue, and is fpoken not only in Dahomy-propcr, 
but in Whydah, and the other dependent ftates; and likewife 
in Mahee, and feveral neighbouring places^ 

With. 

+ The natives dcfcribe it as the fruit of a large tree. Plants of fix or fcvcn 
inches high were raifed from this fruit, by Mr. Dalzily who tried to carry them 
from yhgola to the botanic garden at Su Vincint^s\ but they died on the paflage. 
He preferred the berries in fpirits, in fynip, and in a dry form j but they loft 
their fingular quality in all thofe preparations. The plant is an evergreen, and 
the leaves in this infant ftate are lilce thofe of the olive. J. F. 
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With rcfpcft to the Dahoman religion, it will hardly be 
cxpedted that we (hould be able to fay much. Like that of 
n. any other countries, it confifts of a jumble of fuperftitious 
nonfenfe, of which it is impoflible to convey any fatisfaftory 
idea to the reader. The Portuguefe word, Jeltip^ or, as the 
EnglKh pronounce \X^ Jeti/hy fignifying witchcraft, has been 
adopted by moft of the maritime natives of Africa, as well as 
by the Europeans who trade thither. This word at prefent is 
very comprehenfive in its fignification, meaning either the 
feveral objedls of worship, whether ideal or cor}H)ral, the adt of 
worlhip itfelf, or the various amulets, charms, and fuperfti- 
tious mummery of the priefts, or Jettjh-men^ who abound in 
this country. They obfervc no fabbath, unlefs their market- 
days, which are confidered as days of recreation, may be fo 
called. Moft of the favage nations have fome confufed notion 
of a Supreme intellefliual Being, the maker of the univerfe i 
but this idea not being eafily underftood among a people not 
much addidled to metaphyfical reafoning, a variety of corporeal 
beings have been felefted as objedls of devotion, fuch as the 
fun, moon, living animals, trees, and other fubftances. The 
tiger is the fetijh of Dahomy ; the fnake, that of Whydah. 
Among the amulets, or charms, the principal is, a fcrap of 
parchment, containing a fentence of the Kor^n^ which the natives 
purchafe from the Moors who vifit this country. This they 
hang up in their apartments, which are likewife decorated with 
crude, mis-ftiapen images, tinged with blood, befmeared with 
palm-oil, ftuck with feathers, bedaubed with eggs, and other 
abfurd applications, of which a particular account would be 
both tedious and unprofitable. 

We 
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We (hall not, therefore, dwell on the religion, but pafs on 

to the government and manners of the Dahomans, which 

dcferve more particularly to be confidered. The former is the 

moft perfedt defpotifm that exifts, perhaps, on the face of the 

earth. 7 he policy of the country admits of no intermediate 

degree of fubordination between king and flave j at leaft in 

the royal prefence, where the prime minifter is obliged to pro- 

ftrate himfclf with as much abjeft fubmiflion as the meanefV 

fubje^fit; all acknowledging the right of the Sovereign to 

difpofe of their perfons and property at pleafurc. Beyond the 

precindts of the palace, indeed, the minifters enjoy very eininent 

privileges. It is true, they are forbid the wearing of fandals, 

and other ornaments peculiar to royalty; or to ufe fach an 

umbrella as a white man;* yet their inferiors muftfalute them 

with bent knees, and clapping of hands : they may fit on high 

ftools, ride on horfeback, be carried in hammocks, wear filk, 

maintain a numerous retinue, with large umbrellas of their 

own kind, flags, drums, trumpets, and other mufical inftru- 

ments. But, on their entrance at the royal gate, all thefe 

infignia are laid afide. The filk garment is fubftituted by a 

tunic and a pair of drawers, -f* made of cotton, manufactured 

in the country ; the neck is adorned with a valuable firing of 

coral ; a pair of broad, filver bracelets encircle the wrills ; at the 

fide hangs a filver-hilted fcymitar, while the hand grai'ps an ivory 

club* 

^ See Life of Adahoonzou II. c. i. 

f The neceflary proftrations before Majefty, unavoidably foil this garb. The 
minidcr muft, therefore, fhiic ac every vifit. Indeed, the Dahomans are 
at all times very cleanly m their perfons, and particularly (Oy wtth refped to 
their food, and the uteniils ufed in the kitchen and at table. A very good foap 
is manufactured in the country, of palm oil and pot-afli. 
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club. Thus equipped, one of the miniftcrs of ftate is always 
found in waiting at the palace gate; and in this garb only may 
he enter, which muft be with the utmoft caution and refpcd:, 
and not till the monarch's permiffioo be fignificd by one of the 
women. On his entrance, he crawls towards the apartment of 
audience, on. his hands and knees, till he arrives in the royal 
prefence, where he lays himfclf flat on his belly, rubbing his 
head in the duft, and uttering the moft humiliating expreflions. 
Being defired to advance, he receives the King's commands, or 
communicates any particular bufinefs, ftill continuing in a 
recumbent pofture ; for no perfon is perrhittcd to fit, even on 
the floor, in the royal prefence^ except the women ; and even 
they muft kifs the earth, when they receive or deliver the King's 
ineflTagc. 

The King's fons, not excepting the heir apparent, have no 
rank ; being obliged to falute the minifters with clapping of 
hands, in a kneeling attitude. On fuch occaiions, however, 
thofe officers, out of refpedl to the blood -royal, haften to take 
them by the haiid^ and raife them from fuch an humble 
pofture. 

The King, and all his fubjefts, receive ftrangers with the 
moft remarkable courtefy. Ambaflfadors, from whatever ftate, 
arc not put to the neceffity of learning the Dahoman etiquette 
from the mafter of the ceremonies. Every one falutes the 
Sovereign, according to the fafhion pradlifed in his own country. 
Chairs are placed for European governors, or maftcrs of fliips, 
upon which they fit, covered, till the King makes his appear- 
ance, when they make a bow, ftanding, and uncovered ; after 

which 



V, 
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which, thcyrefume their feats, and put on their hats. Some- 
times the Dahoman Monarch has been known to (hake hands 
with an European; but this is a very uncommon mark of 
royal condefcenfion, and beftowed only on fome great favourite. 

White vifitors arc always honoured with a glafs of fomc 
cordial liquor, filled by the King's own hand ;. which if refufed, 
is apt to give offence. * Favours of this kind are received* 
with avidity by his own fubjeds, not fo much for the fake 
of the liquor as the honour conferred on the.ii. On fuch 
occafions the fubjeift lies on his back, while the King holds 
the bottle to his mouth. In this pofture he muft drink, till 
the royal hand be withdrawn; which fometimes does not 
happen before the whole con tents be emptied, cfpecially when 
he has a mind to fport with the drinker. 

So great is the veneration of the Dahomans for their Sovereign, 
that their hiftory produces no inftance of a depofition. The 
doftrine of paffive obedience and non-refiftance is univerfal 
-adiongft them, and the moft oppreflive mandates of the Mo- 
narch are fubmitted to without a murmur. The apparent abjeft 
humiliation of the minifters, on the days of public audience, 
contributes powerfully to keep the people in fubjedtion. The 

b lower 

♦ One of the European governors, on his firft vifit, being prefented with a 
glafs o( geneva, declined it. Upon being informed that it was the cuftom of 
the country, on fuch an occafion, to drink whatever had been filled by the King 
hitnfelf, he ftill begged to be excufed, giving for a reafon, that he was indif- 
pofed. Upon which the minifter in waiting drank it off j having firft poured 
it out of the King's glafs into a h'ttle callabafh which he carried about him : 
as no fubjeft muft drink out of a glafs in prefencc of the King. 
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lower clafs caniiot think that homage' unreafonablc whfch;i» 
paid by the firft officers of the ftate ; whole only privilege, in^ 
the royal prefence, is that of- lying proftrate, neareft the King's- 
perfbn, and being the medium of communication between himt 
and his inferior fubjeds. For none but high officers muft con- 
yerfe immediately with the Sovereign, though near enough to 
be heard ; it being beneath - the King's digni^ to be addrefTed 
by» or to fpeak to, the vulgar. But although this humiliation- 
he rigidly kept up by the minifters of ftate, in public, they are- 
allowed to c.onverfe more familiarly at private audiences, where. 
all the public, bufinefs,. whether legiflative or executive, isi 
managed* 

The King of. Dahomy maintains a conliderable ftanding^ 
army, commanded by an * Agaow, or general, with fcveraL 
other fubordinate military officers, who muft: hold themfelves 
in readinefs to take the field upon all occaftons, at the x:oib- 
mand of the Sovereign. The payxnent of thefe troops chieflyr 
depends oa the fuccefs of the expeditions in which they are. 
engaged. On extraordinary occafions, . all the males able to. 
bear arms, are obliged to repair to the general's ftandard ; every. 
Caboceer marching at the head of his own people. Sometimes 
the King takes the fitld, . at the head .of his troops; and, on^ 
very great emergencies, at the head of his women, ^f* 

Whatever might have been the i^xo^t(s o( i\it Amazons 
among the ancients, this is a novelty in modern Jiiftory, which 

ought- 

* Perhaps, from the Turkifh word, Aga. 

t See Life of Trudo, chap. ix. Life of Adahoonsou, ch« v« 
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ought not to be (lightly pifled over. Within the walls of the 
different royal palaces in Dahomy, are immured not lefs than 
three thoufand. women. Several hundreds of thefe are trained 
to the ufe of arms, under a female general and fubordinate 
ofScerSi appointed by the King, in the fame manner as thofe 
under the Agaow. Thefe warriors are regularly exercifed, and 
^o through their evolutions with as much expertnefs as the 
male foldiers. They have their large umbrellas, their flags, 
their drums, trumpets, flutes, * and other mufical inftruments. 
In (hort, the Angularity of this inftitution never fails to attraift 
the particular attention of the Europeans, when, among other 
uncommon exhibitions, they are prefented with the unufual 
ipcdacle of a review of female troops. 

The chief part of the public revenue confifts of voluntary 
gifts, paid by the fubjedls at the time of the -f- CuJIoms, whea 
the % Caboteers and traders attend, bringing their contributions, 
according to their refpedlive circumftances. Befides thefe, a 
duty is levied on commerce ; and fomething arifcs from captives 
taken in war, of whom, all that are carried to market are fold 

b 2 for 

* Little can be faid in praife of any of their mufical inftruments, except the 
flute; which, though the moft fimple that can be imagined, being open at both 
extremities, with a'little notch at the mouth end, where it is fcraped thin» to 
divide the wind, produces very agreeable notes ; and we can alTert as a fa A, 
however incredible it may feem to thofe modern cognofcenti^ who deny that the 
ancients madeufe of harmony, that the King's women underftand and pra(3ife 
the combination of the perfedl concords, thirds and fifths ; and their little airs 
are not inelegant. 

t An annual ceremony, which yrill be explained in its proper place. 

X From the Portugueze word, cabtctiro^ a head man. . 
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for the King's account ; but as he pays a certain fum to hig 
troops for every prifoner* they bring in, and as the greateft 
part of the captives are put todeath, a fmall proportion only 
being referved for fale^ the amount they produce muil fall far 
ihort of the expence of procuring thcna. 

The well-known ihells calkd cowries, which come from the 
Maldiva iflands, are the currency of the country, where one 
thoufandare reckoned equal to half a crown. Thefe circulate 
in the country, loofe; but all difburfements from the King's 
houfe are made in branches of Jirung cowries, containing two 
thoufand each, deducting one fortieth. part, as a perquiiite to- 
the King's women for piercing and ftringing them, -f: 

' When any public work is to be done, fuch as the eredUon or 
repairs of royal buildings, the King fummgns his Cabocccrs,. 
and portions out the labour among them, paying ijbeir people 
for their trouble. Thus the work is performed with great 
difpatch. Befides fi^ch. neceffary diiburfements;^ the King pays- 
a confiderable yearly tribute, in cowries and .mqrchaadife* to 
hi€ formidable neighbour the King of Eyeo : part of which is 
defrayed from the contributions levied upon thofe ftates which 
arc tributary to Dahomy* The refidue of the royal treafure is,, 
upon various ogcafions, diftributed with a liberal hand among 

the 

^ The King pays alfo for the heads of the ilain. 

t For a table of their value, &c. vide p. 135, and note. The terms there 
found, are likewife ufed in their other arithmetical computations; thus, when 
they exprefs an. army of lo^ooo foldicrs, they fay, two c^befs and a half; or 
two cabefs and ten gal in as. 
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the Dahoman grandees, and even among the inferior fubjefts, 
fo that the receipts and expenditure are nearly equal ; and the 
money which flows to the royal coffers, from the King's fub- 
jedts and vaiTals, thus circulates again among the people* 

The King of Dahomy has feveral palaces ; each occupying a 
piece of ground, of nearly a mile fquare. The defcription of 
that at Calmina will ferve for all the red. 

This, palace^ or Simbomy, which, in the language of the 
country, means a great houfc, is furroundcd with a very fub- 
ftantial clay wall, of a quadrangular form,' and about twenty 
feet high. In the middle of each fide is a guard-houfe, with 
twocentincls at the gate, and a guard of armed women and 
eimuchs witliin. On the thatched roofs of thefe guard-houfes 
are ranged, on fmall wooden ftakcs, many human Jkulls. Such 
of the inner apartments as the Europeans have an opportunity 
of feeing, confift of large courts, communicating with each 
other, generally fquare or oblong, encompafTed by clay walls. 
In each of them is a fort of piazza, or fhed, formed of ports, 
about feven feet high, planted in the ground, at the dirtance of 
about twelve or fourteen feet from thewalL TTie intermediate 
fpace is covered with a flanting thatched roof, fupported by 
bamboo rafters, refting upon the ports, and reaching to the top 
of the wall, which in this part is atfo about twenty feet; though 
only eight or ten feet on the other fides of the court. The 
areas of thefe courts are of the common foil of the country ; 
but under the flieds,-the ground, is elevated a few inches, by a 
bed of clayey mortar, which forms the floor ; and the wall is 

in 
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in fomc parts whitc-wafhcd with afpecicsbf pipe-clay, which 
the country produces. In the middle of the palace there ftands 
a large building, of two ftories, and about thirty or forty feet 
high ; fo that the top of it may be fcen from without. This 
houfe feems to be intended more for {how than ufe ; for the 
King never dwells in it. The whole has fbmewhat the rcfem- 
blance of an aflemblagc of farm-yards, with long, thatched 
barns, hovels for cattle and carts, and low mud walls, to fepa- 
rate them from each other. The interior of the palace is not 
fo eafily to be defcribed. Its receffcs are fcarcc ever entered 
by any human being of the male gender ; and the female apart* 
ments are guarded from intruiion^ with more than eaftern 
jealoufy. 

The author* had once an occafion to pafs the limits of the 

courts already defcribed, when King jibadee -was lick, and 

would fee him in his bedchamber. This was a detached cir* 

cular room, of about eighteen feet diameter. It had a thatched 

conical roof ; the walls were of clay, and white- wafhcd within. 

There was a fmall area before it^ formed of a wall about three 

feet high, the top of which was ftuck full of human jaw-bones ; 

and the path leading to the door was paved with human JkulU. 

The mattrefs and bed-fted were of European manufacture, the 

curtains of check. The furniture of the room coniifted of a 

fmall table, a cheft, and two or three chairs j and the clay floor 

was covered with a carpet, which the author had fold to him 

ibme months before. The apartments for the women, each of 

.whom has a feparate hut, occupy, it is fuppofed, the remainder 

of 
• A. DalzcL 
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of the (pace within the palace* walls ; except a fmall part, ap«% 
propriated to the eunuchs, and to fome neceffary florehoufeSi . 
for holding the provifions for the King's numerous family, 
his cowries^ iron bars, clothes, arms, ammunition, and foma 
articles of European furniture. 

The late King was very defirous of buying any thing of this 
fort that he could procure ; fuch as tables, chairs, bureaus, ma- 
hogany liquor-cafes, walking-canes, cafes of knives and forks^ 
fpoons, filver cups, and glafs ware. The author once carried 
him a two handled filver cup and cover, of chafcd-work^ weighi- 
ing two hundred and twenty -fix. ounces^ , 

The vulgar among the Dihomans afFeft to believe that their 
King ddes not eat. Indeed he does not eat in public, though he 
makes no fcruple to drink. He entertains the Whites who vifit 
him, with great hofpitality. They often dine in his prefence ; 
fometimes in the piazzas, or fheds, before mentioned, and 
fometimes in the open area of one of the courts* On fuch . 
occafions, the table and the gue(ls are fcreened from the fun by 
large umbrellas, held up by attendants clothed in the country 
drefs. The King has cooks who have been inftrudled in Europe, 
or at leafl: at the different forts ; fo that he is able to treat his 
vifitors with vidtuals dfefled in the manner of their refpcftivc 
countries. There is no want of table apparatus : the table* 
cloth is commonly a piece of new linen, cut off for the purpofe 5 » 
the difhes are of pewter or earthern*ware ; and the knives and 
forks. fiLver-handled. The white men^ on fuch occafions, are 

feated . 
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fcated oil chairs ; the Caboceers^ and heir apparent, are placed 
on the ground near the Eordpeans, who hand them fome of 
the viduals : which they eat, as if by ilealth, without knife 
or fork* 



The drcfs of the men, in Dabomy^ confifts of a pair of 
ftripcd or white cotton drawers, of the manufadtory of the 
country, over which they wear a large fquare cloth of the fame, 
or of European manufafture. This cloth is about the fize of 
a common counterpane, for the middling* clafs ; but much 
larger for the Grandees, It is wrapped about the loins, and 
tied on the left fide by two of the corners, the others hanging 
down, and fometimes trailing on the ground. A piece of filk 
or velvet, of fix teen or eighteen yards, makes a cloth for a 
Caboceer. * The head is ufually covered with a beaver or felt 
hat, according to the quality of the wearer. The King, as well 
as fome of his minifters, often wears a gold or filver laced hat, 
and feather. The arms and upper part of the body remain 
naked, except when the party travels or performs fome piece of 
work, when the large cloth is laid afide, and the body is covered 
with a fort of frock or tunic, without fleeves. The feet are 
always bare, none but the Sovereign being permitted to wear 
fandals. In the hand is ufually carried either a cutlafs or 
wooden club. For an officer of ftate, the club is of ivory, 
which is a very expenfive, ornament, on account of the great 
waftc in making it j a whole elephant's tooth, and that not a 

fmall 

♦ One confifting of 25 Englifc clls, of crimfon velvet, was fcnt out lately, 
as a prefent to one of the Kings on the coafi. 
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iixiall one, being deflroyed in the ^brication of this badge of 
dignity. Inferior Caboceers carry a fort of blunt fabre, with a 
broad blade and a wooden handle, ferving rather for ornament 
than as an offenfive weapon. 

Warriors wear what is commonly called a grafs cloth, made 
in the country, of the fkin of palm-tree,leaves, parted into fmall 
threads, knotted and wove. This is afterwards tinged with 
various dirty, dies, and wrapped round the loins. They alio 
wear a cartouch-box of their own manufacture, a powder- flafk 
of callaba(h, with many grotefque ornaments and fetifhes, 
which, together with the uncouth devices painted on their faces 
and bodies, give them a very fiend-like appearance. Every 
Daboman man alfo carries a tobacco-pouch^ containing tabacco, 
a flint, fleel, and tinder; together with one or two tobacco- 
pipes, in a neat wooden cafe. 

The drefs of the women, though fimple, confifls of a greater 
number of articles than that of the men. They ufe feveral 
cloths and handkerchiefs, fome to wrap round the loins, and 
others to cover occafionally the brcafts and upper part of the 
body. The neck, arms, and ancles, are adorned with beads and 
cowries; and rings of filver, or bafer metal, encircle the fin- 
gers. The ears are pierced fo as to admit the little-finger, and 
a coral bead of that fize fluck into each, if the party be able to 
afford it ; otherwife a portion of red fealing-wax, or a piece of 
oyfter-fliell polifhed, is applied in the fame manner. Girls, 
before the age of puberty, wear nothing but a firing of beads 

c or 
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or {hells round the loins ; and young women ufually expoTe the 
breafls to view. 

The Dabomans are lefs addicted to- the pradkice of cutting or 
tatowing the body^ than their neighbours ; contenting them-* 
felves with a perpendicular iliciiion^ which leaves a mark be- 
tween the eye-brows. The Whydahs,. of both fcxes, cut their 
foreheads and cheeks in fuch manner as to give them the ap- 
pearance of being very much pitted with the fmall-pox. The: 
women alfo mark the lower part of the body with various- 
devices. 

The inhabitants of the neighbouring flates are likewiic 
known by the fcarificatjons on their bodies; every country 
making ufe of this cuftom in their own manner.' The Ardrabs^ 
make an incifion in each cheeky turning up a part of the flefh. 
towards the ears, and healing it in that pofition. The Mabees^ 
are diftinguifhed by three long oblique cuts on one cheek, and 
a crofs on the other. Some bore the ears, others the nofe,, 
thrufting a bead or a cowrie into the aperture. 

Circumcifion is univerfally pradlifed among the Daboman fub- 
jcds, but not at fuch an early age as among the Jews ; the time 
of fubmitting to this operation being left to the boys them- 
felves, whofe careffcs are not admitted of by the females till they, 
have undergone this amputation. A certain operation, pecu- 
liar to this country, is likewifc performed upon the women.* 

The. 

• ProIongatiO) videlicet,, aitificialis labioruoi pudendi, capella^ maaijllis> 
fimillima. 



INTRODUCTIOH. XIX 

The Daboman woman do not admit the embraces of their 
hufbands during pregnancy, nor at the time of fuckling, which 
continues two or three years, nor while under the catamenia ; 
during which they retire to a part of the town allotted for their 
reception. The proftitutes, who in this country are licenfed 
by royal authority, are alfo obliged to confine themfelves to a 
particular diflridt^ and are fubje£t to an annual tax. 

The general chara<%er of the Dahomans is marked by a mix* 
ture of ferocity and politenefs. The former appears in the 
treatment of their enemies, and in the celebration of thofe Cuf^ 
toms which have been fandioncd by the immemorial practice of 
paft ages, under the idea of performing a grateful oblation to 
the deceaied ; the latter they poflefs far above all the African 
nations with whom we have hitherto had any intercourfe : this 
being the country where ftrangers are leaft cxpofcd to infults^ 
and where it is eafy to reiide in fecurity and tranquillity. 

Of their bravery vn (hall have occafion to produce many con« 
fpicuous examples ; and of their hofpitality and generofity, every 
stranger who has reforted to the Dahoman coafl can teftify. 

The nature of their government makes them very reiervcd 
with regard to every flate tranfadion $ but on occafions where 
this reflraint is unnecefTary, they are abundantly affable and 
communicative. 

' Having already mentioned the annual cuftoms^ and as we (hall 
^liave occafion frequently to take notice of them in the courfe of 

c 2 this 
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this Hiftory, we fhall premife a ihort account of this fiiigu** 
lar feilival. 

At the approach of the Cujloms^ which arc ufually celebrated> 
fbon after Chriftmas, the King leaves Calmina, where he gene- 
rally rcfides during the reft of the year, and repairs to Abomey^ 
his ancient capital, and the burial-place of the Royal Family, 
About this time, he difpatches his mefiengers extraordinary^ 
called half-beads^* with his gold-headed cane and compliments 
to the European Governors at Grigwee^ inviting them to witnefs 
the folemnization of this feilival. 

Each of the Governors carries an annual prefcnt to the King, 
confiding of a piece of rich filk for a drefs, together with fome 
brandy and other articles, amounting in the whole to about 
50U fterling. Thefe are received, not as the confidcration 
by which they hold their refpedtive forts, but as a token of 
friendship and good correfpoodence ; for the King takes care to 
make them fcnfible, that he does not accept fuch prefents for 
the &ke of their value, as he always returns more than is equi-* 
valent : fuch as a young female Have, which he prefents 
to each under the denomination of a waflierwoman; and 
one fine cotton cloth, at leaft, for a counterpane. Befides 
this, he entertains them during their ftay at Dahomy with the 
greatcfi: liberality and kindnefs ; giving them from time to time, 

fheep^ 

• So called from having the half of their heads (havcd. They have each, 
feveral firings of human teeth, flung like a foldier's belt, which give them aa 
odd appearance* 
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fteep^ poultry, and other articles, and allowing an abundance 
of pit to ♦ and meal for their attendants. 

The Tavougab, or Viceroy of Whydab^ is charged to furniffi 
the white men with a fufficient number of porters and ham- 
mock men, together with an armed guard j which laft is feldom 
accepted of, not from motives of economy, thcfe men getting 
no pay from the Europeans, except about the value of two- 
pence halfpenny each in cowries, for their daily fubfiftence; but 
becaufe the journey is always made in perfedl fafety, and tra- 
vellers accommodated with Eaftern hofpitality. For there arc 
a kind of caravanferas, in the towns through which they pais, 
allotted for their reception ; on their arrival at any of which, they 
arc received by the Caboceer of the place, who prefents them 
with fuch refrefhments and neceflarics as the country affords, 
and kindly prefTcs them to make known their wants, which he 
readily fupplies. 

On their arrival at Abomey they are received with a falute of 
cannon, and lodged, during their flay, in apartments belonging 
to the mafter of the ceremonies. They are liberally fupplied^ 
as I have already obferved^ with mutton, poultry, and other 
articles for their own tables, and thofe of their attendants ; 
which arc fent from time to time by the King or his caboceers. 

The celebration of the Cuftoms ufually continues about a 
month, during which there is fome public exhibition every 

fourth 

* A kind of foiall beer, made of maize or millet, which, is not an unplea.-^ 
iant drinlu 
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fourth, or market, day ; the intermediate days being employed 
in preparations. The whole would afford a very amufing fpec- 
tacle, if it were not for the human facrifices which arc an- 
nually made for the purpofe of waterings according to the 
^country expreffion, the graves of the deceafcd royal family. 

One of the market-days is fet apart for finging and dancing. 
There are profefled fingers who perform, hy the hour, before 
the King. The fongs are moftly extemporary, in prai(e of the 
Monarch and his exploits; and the performers are rewarded 
upon the ipot, according to the merit of their compofitions. 

Befides thefe extempore fongs, their bards^ on folemn occa- 
sions, rchearfe over the whole hiftory of their country, fitting 
at the King's gate. This recital takes up feveral days ; and 
they are attended by young men of the beft memories, who en- 
deavour to qualify themfelves to become their fuccefifors, whea 
:there fiiall be a necefiity for their fervices. 

Another day is allotted for feading in the market-place^ 
where a large camp is made for the purpofe, and many tents 
pitched for the accommodation of the King, Caboceers^ white 
vifitors, and ambafiadors from foreign ftates. Here a very large 
^quantity of victuals, previoufly drefled, and carried in proceflion 
by the King's women in their beft clothes, is diftributed, not 
only among the more diftinguiifhed guefts, but even without the 
camp, where the vulgar partake plentifully. Pitto^ brewed by 
the ladiei> of the palace, is likewife dealt out with a liber^ 
ixand ujx)n the fame occafion ; nor is there any want of brandy 
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and other liquors from Europe. In Qiort, the whole refembles 
what is fometimes fecn at a general eledion^ with this difFe- 
rence, that it is more orderly* 

Various other fcencs are exhibited during this carnival, fome- 
of which being dcfcribed in the following pages, we fliall not 
anticipate ; but cloCc this account with the detail of an extraor- 
dinary fpe£tacle which commonly concludes the ceremony. 

Contiguous to the palace, a large ftage, of about loo feet by 
40, is eredled ; ♦ this is fupported by a vaft number of piles, 
10 feet long, driven into the ground, upon which are laid joifts, 
and then branches and ftraw. The wall of the palace forms • 
the boundary behind ; the front and fides are raikd. The floor, 
as well as the railing, is covered with carpets and country cloths ; 
and the front and fides are adorned with a multitude of flags,^ 
flreamers, and large umbrellas of various colours, fome of which/, 
are made of gold and filver tifluc. At a little diftancc, .a fence 
of thorns keeps off the rabble* On this ftage are piled a great 
quantity of cowries, ftrung in branches of two thoufand each, . 
pieces of brocade, and other filks, ftring$ of coral, European ^ 
and country cloths, Brazil tobacco,^ pipes^ bottled liquors, and a. 
variety of other articles. At an appointed time, the King, with , 
HI his Caioceers and vafiah, repairs to the ftage, where the. 
Europeans alfo are prefent. Here each ofEcer is allowed ta^ 
choofe a cloth for himfelf, the Prime Minifter making the firft 
dedion, and. the reft following his example, according to their 
cank. Sometimes, alfo, a ftring of coral is giyen to each. Af-*- 
ter thist the King takes up a bunch of cowries, and throws it< 

•^ Vide Plate. V^ 
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over the fence among the multitude. All the Cahoceers^ and 
the Europeans if they pleafe, follow his example, and tofs over 
all the goods, except a few bunches of cowries, which are r&- 
ferved for fome of the favoured fervants, who are permitted to 
take their fland between the (lage and the fence, and which are 
handed to them by their mafters. The rabble come prepared 
for this fport ; being all ftark naked, except that a ftrong bag, 
girt round the loins, hangs before, for the reception of the cow- 
ries. Some aiTociate themfelves in parties, in order to be able 
to carry off a piece of (ilk or cloth. Such prize becomes fre- 
quently the objeift of competition between two parties, and a 
violent ftruggle enfues ; but as no kind of weapon is allowed to 
be carried by the people aflembled on this occafion, no £ital ac- 
cident follows. The efFufion of blood, however, commonly 
making part of a Daboman exhibition, this alfo is clofed with 
the death of at leaft one human vidtim, who, together with 
feveral other animals, is thrown, bound, from the ftage, to be 
murdered below. 

The fpecimens of art produced by the Dahomans difcover a 
degree of perfcdion little to be expeSed from the rude fimpli- 
city of their tools. Their looms are the moft awkward ma- 
chines imaginable, yet they manufadlure very pretty and du- 
rable cloths of cotton, which are held in great edimation 
among themfelves, and are often purchafed by the Europeans 
for counterpanes, at a high price. Their dies ftand wafliing 
very well, cfpecially their blues, which are inferior to none. 
They like wife weave cloths of the palm-tree leaves, which they 
fometimes die, butoftener wear in the natural colour, which is 

hori- 
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fomewhat higher than that of nankeen. They likewife make 
neat mats of the £une fubflance. 

The implements of the forge are very iimple. The bellows 
confifts of two bags of rough goats ikin^ with a flick of about 
three feet in length, fixed perpendicularly to each, and alfo a 
horizontal tube (an old gun- barrel) to convey the air from the 
bag, through a little clay party-wall, to the fire. While the 
fmith is at work, a boy holds a flick in each hand, blowing the 
fire with alternate puffs, fo that the air is expelled and drawn in ' 
by turns through the two pipes, there being no other commu- 
nication with the bags. In this way they contrive to make a 
welding heat, and fabricate not only the necefTary implements 
of hufbandry, but carpenter's tools, cutlafTes, fpears, and other 
weapons. The anvil is of flone, or an old iron cannon;' 
and the hammer is a thick piece of rounded iron, of about a foot * 
in length, which they hold by one end. Befides blackfmiths, 
there arc a fort of braziers or filverfmiths, who make manillas 
or bracelets, handles to cutlafTes, rings for the fingers, and other 
trinkets of brafs or filver, which they melt in crucibles* of their 
own making. 

The cookery of the Dabomans ought not to efcape our notice. 
Their difhes are few, but excellent : of thofe, black-foup is the 
chief. It is made either of flefh or fifh, with a variety of 
mucilaginous vegetables, well feafoncd with pepper and fait, and 

d enriched 

« They make likewife earthen pots for boiling provifions, water-jars, and 
other utenfUs, of the fame materials. 
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cnfiched with palm*oil. 'f This difh is likewiie feafoned witfr 
an ingredient which is made of the feeds of a tree called^ in the 
country^ wild tamarind^ fomewhat refembling thofe of the 
cucumber* Thefe are prepared by fermentation, and formed 
into a mafs of as high a relifk as aflafoetida, but of which a 
fmall quantity diflblved in the foup> gives it an ezquifite flavour. 
Their bread is of maize or millet, fometimes boiled into a fUff* 
pudding, and fometimes baked, either with or without leaven : 
they make alfo a very light white and delicate fermented bread 
of calavanfes, firft ilripped of the hulks, and a kind of pafte 
or flummery of fermented Indian corn, not unlike blaoc-mange, 
though not fo adhefive. 

So much was thought neceflary, to give the reader fome idea 
of this Angular people, previous to the entering upon the reigns 
of their Kings ; where many other particulars, no lefs curious, 
will be found, and from which we (hall detain our readers no 
longer. 

•f The butter of the country ; as different from that in an apothecary's fhop 
as new butter from that which by age has become rancid and of different 
colours. 
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HISTORY OF DjiHOMT. 



PART THE FIRST. 



C H A P. I, 

• 

The Dahomans were formerly called Foys, and inhabited 
a fmall territory, on the north-caft part of their prcfent king-^ 
dom, whofc capital, Dawbee^ lay between the towns of 

Calmina and Abomey^ at about 90 miles from the fea-coaA« 

« 

Eady in the lafl: century, Tacoodonou, chief of the Foys, 
having, at the time of his feflivals, murdered a neighbouring 
prince, who was with him on a friendly vifit, feized on hi& 
chief town, Calmina, and foon after made Mmfelf mailer 
of his kingdom. 

Thus ftrengthened, he dared to wage war againft a more 
powerful ftate, to the northward of Foy, and laid fiegc to 
Abomey, its capital 5 but meeting here with more reiSfiancc 
ithan he expected, he made a vow, if he fhould prove iuccefsful, 

B that 
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that he would facrificc Da, its prince, to the Fetifqhe, or dcity^ 
whofe fuccour he then implored. 

At length, having reduced the town, and captured the unfor- 
tunate prince, he built a large palace at Abomey, in memory 
of his vidory. And now it was that he fulfilled his vow, by 
ripping open the belly of his royal captive : after which he 
difplayed the body on the foundation of the palace he was 
building; and carrying on the wall over it, he named the 
ftruAure, when finished/ Da-homy, or the houfe in Da's belly *4 

The conqueft of Abomey happened about the year 1625; 
after which, Tacoodonou fixed his refidence in that town, 
afiuming the title of King of Dahomy.. His fubjed:s changed 
the name of Foys for that of Dahomans ; and at the prefent 
hour, their former appellation, except amongft a few of the 
inland people, feems quite forgot. 

Nothing further is related of Tacoodonou ; nor^ indeed, of 
his two immediate fuccefibrs, Adahoonzou, and Weebaigah, 
except that the former afcended the throne about the year 1 650^ 
and the latter thirty years after. 

It is not till the reign of Guadja Trudo, wHo fucceeded 
Weebaigah. in 1708, that any thing is precifely known about 
this extraordinary people. AH before this time ftands on the 
ground of tradition, which is ever more or lefs precarious, in 
proportion to the number of relators, and the frequency of 
the narration. Among the Dahomans, for reafons aifigned ia. 

the 

♦ The belly, in the Daboman tongue, is /ftwjr. 
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the IntroduAioDy fubjeds of this nature are little known^ and 
lefs difcufTed. 

But when the aftive fpirit of Trudo began to threaten 
the maritime ftates^ his neighbours^ it quickly attracted the 
attention of the Europeans, whom commerce had brought and 
fettled amongfl them. It was then that, by the afliftance of 
writing, each tranfient fadt was fixed, and fcattered infor-* 
mation collected into a body ; it was then that tradition gave 
place to record, and legend to hiflory. 

Before we enter upon the memoirs of this enterprifing and 
warlike Prince, it will not be improper to take a flight political 
view of the flates around him, as they flood about the begin* 
ning of his reign, the better to form a judgment of the feveral 
tranfaitions that are to pafs in review before us. 

In doing this, let us begin on the coafl, with Coto or Quitta, 
to the weft ; which is a fmall kingdom, whofe prince, about 
Bofman*s time, refided at the village of Quitta, called alfo Coto 
and Verbun, and was at continual war with its neighbours, the 
Popoes, with various fuccefs. 

Little Popo joins Quitta to the €aftward. This is a fmall 
but very warlike kingdom, the remains of the Acras, who 
were driven out of their own territories on the Gold Coaft, by 
the Aquambocs, in i68o. They were in alliance, at times, 
with Ardra, and fought her battles againfl Offra, and even 
WJiydah itfelf. They were at continual war with the Quittas, 
which was fomented by the King of Aquamboe, for the 
purpofe of directing the attention of both from his gold mines ; 

B 2 and 
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and he managed this contention fo cunningly, that he fuffered 
neither nation to prevail too much over the other. Indeed, 
during the diflenfions at Aquamboe, in 1700, Popo prevailed, 
aiid drove the Quittas out of their country ; but they were, 
fomehow, reinflated not long after. 

Both thefe countries arc flat, the foil poor and fandy, 
with few trees, except palms and wild cocoas. They have, 
indeed, fome cattle and fifh, but moft at Quitta;* fo that 
this and Great Popo were then frequently obliged to the 
Whydahs for fubfiftence^ from whom, though their enemies, 
they always found means to fmuggle as much as they were in 
need of. 

Great Popo joins to Little Popo. The country is more 
fertile; and the city,, which is very large, is fituated in a marftiy 
lake at the mouth of the river Toree. This city is, from its 
fituation, very ftrong ; as a proof of which, when beficged by 
the Ardras, afllifted by the French (hipping* it was able to 
repulfe them both with great lofs. In 1682, this people was 
at war with both Quitta and Whydah ; but,, from prudential 
motives, they made a temporary peace with the latter, and 
obtained its affiftance againft the former. Some writers 
confider Quitta, Popo> and Whydah, as difmemberments of 
Ardra, with which kingdom, however, they are not more often 
at war, than they are with one another. 

Whydah 



* At prefenr, provifion is more plentiful; they bring a number of fine 
cattle from the inland parts of Quitta. 
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Whydah and Ardra were the two greateft maritime dated 
m the neighbourhood of Dahomy *; rivals in trade^ and con- 
sequently ever jealous of each other. The people of Whydah^ 
at that time, are defcribed as the moft polite and civilized of 
any on the whole coaft -f- ; thofc of Ardra being much more 
infolent and mercenary. 

The country of Whydah is the very reverfc of thofe already, 
mentioned, being, for beauty and fertility, almoft beyond 
defcription; and, before the invafion of the Dahomans, was fo 
populous, that one village contained as many inhabitants as a- 
whole kingdom on the Gold Coaft |. It was* reputed, that 
the Whydahs were able to bring into the field,. two hundred 
thoufand effedive men. 

The country of Ardra is no lefs beautiful than that of its 
neighbour; but this abounds with hill and dale, whereas the 
former is one uniform, furface, one great park. Nor was this 
kingdom lefs formidable than Whydah, before the incurfions of 
the Eyeos in the year 1698. Even at the time in queftion her 
power was very confiderable j for we find, when invaded by 
Daho.Tjy, her army confifted of more than fifty thoufand men. 

Yet 

* The trade here was very canfiderable, this being the principal partof all 
the Guinea Coaft for (laves. In its flourifliing ftate, there was above 20,000 
nrgroes yearly exported, from this and the neighbouring places, to the feveral 
European plantations. Vide Snelgraves Account of Guinea, p. 2. 

' ^ Snelgrave complains of the thievq-y of the common people, which it was 
hardly poffible to guard againft, fo bold and dexterous were they at it ; though 
they knew that, if taken in the fa£t, they became the flaves of thofe they had 
plundered. Snelg* p. 3. 

t Bofmans Defcription of the Coaft of Guinea, p. 315,, 
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Yet both thefe nations are branded by Bofman with pu(illa« 
nimity, who tells us, they employed mercenary foldiers, fuch 
as the AquamboeSy or other Gold Coaft negroes, to fight their 
battles* : which we fhall find to be true. 

The capital of Whydah was then Xavier or Sabee, feven or 
eight miles J from the beach ; that of Ardra was a town of 
the fame name, about twenty miles from the fea. This mufl: 
be diftinguifhed from another Ardra, or Alladah, which is alfb 
a great town on the road from Whydah to Calmina. As both 
thefe countries are particularly described in other parts of this 
work, it will be unnecefiary to enlarge on theAibje<fl here. And 
with refpeft to the feveral fmall and independent ftates, inter- 
fperfed amongft thofe we have already mentioned, fuch as 
Toree, Weemey, OfFra, or Little Ardra, &c. it will be fufii- 
cient, in this place, to refer our readers to the map, for their 
re(pe£tive fituations ; referving their political connexions till 
they become of fufficient confequence to be taken notice of in 
our hiftory. 

Of the inland kingdoms, that to the weft: of Dahomy is 
called Mahee ; that to the north-eaft, Eyeo. Snelgrave calls 
the former of thefe Yahoo ; but as there was little of either of 
thefe known before the reign of Trudo, their defcription pro- 
perly belongs to the Hifl:6ry. The Tappahs, to the north-eaft 
of Eyeo, were unknown in his time ; and indeed till very 
lately, when they made themfelves as formidable to the Eyeos, 
as thefe to all the fouthern nations. 

Such 

* Bofman^ 315. 

X About feven m\\t%.Snelg. 2. The Englifli fort was then about a 
league from the fliore, and Sabce about five miles to the north of it. 
JSmith\ New Voyage to Guinea, pages 166, 169. 
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Such were the ftates around Dahomy, and fuch their jarring 
and divided interefts, about the time of the acceffion of Trudo ; 
where a new fcene opens^ that difplays to wifer nations^ how 
ibon a fmall ftate may become too formidable, and how neccffary 
to their own prefervation are thofc alliances, that maintain ia 
equilibrio the balance of power« 



CHAP. 11. 

Trudo begins to reign — His early conquejis — 'EmbaJJy to the 
maritime Jiates — Attacks and conquers Ardra, 

GUADJA Trudo, fome times called Trudo Audati, afccnded 
the throne of Dahomy in the year 1708, being then about 
nineteen years of age. The hiftory of the early part of his 
life has not reached us > but if we coniider his inland con- 
quers, previous to the turning his^ arms againft the nations 
along the coaft, we muft confefs he had already merited the 
name of a great commander. Many of theie are mentioned 
by the natives, and amongft others Didouma and Povey, lying 
to the northr weft of Dahomy ; the latter of which, muft. have 
been very confiderable, fince he affigned it as a patrimony to 
the heir-apparent.* 

A very little experience muft have taught fuch a mind as that 
of Trudo, how much more cfFeftive in war were the European 

weapons^ 

* The King's eldeft Ton is th& heir apparent ; though, for reafons of (late, 
the Miniftcrs,. after the King's death, may alter the order of fucceffion. 
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weapons, than thoie ufcd by the inland people of Africa ; and 
this muft have foggefted to him the advantage of a ibucooft, 
where only thaCe weapons were to be obtained. For, as to the 
fupply, that might be procured through the hands of the 
maritime nations » it was at heft precarious* Their jcaloufy 
might wiOi to keep from others the means of becoming as 
formidable as they fuppofed themfelves to be; and fo they 
might either refufe to furnifh him at all^ or thqr might iet (b 
high a price upon them, as would amount to a prohibition. 
This made him determine to poflefs himfelf of a part of 
the coaft ; but, previous to this undertaking, the event of 
which was uncertain, he endeavoured to obtain his principal 
end by negociation. He fent ambafladors to Ardra and 
Whydah, to whoTe very borders he had already extended his 
conqucfts,. requeuing an open traffic to the fea-fide, offering 
at the fame time to pay the cuftomary duties. This, as he 
probably expedlcd, was peremptorily tefufcd ; which furnilhed 
him with a pretence for obtaining his defire by force, when he 
{hould find a proper opportunity. Nor was it long before 
fuch an opportunity offered, as fervcd not only to conceal his 
real motive, but even to make it appear highly laudable and 
-dilinterefted. 

The European traffic had long increafed the riches and 
arrogance of the maritime flates, fo that both whites and 
blacks alike experienced the infolence and oppreffion of their 
Kings and Cabocecrs. In Ardra^ particularly, the duties had 
been confiderably raifed, and fevcral impofitions pradifed: 
the King had feized on a white faftor, fcnt to him from the 
Englilh governor at Whydah, and had now detained him 
^s a flave, two years, under pretence of a debt due to him by 

the 
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the African Company ; but at length his ill-treatment of his 
own brother excited a refentment which quickly put an ejid 
to his oppreflion. 

This injured Prince, whofe name was Huflart applied tp 
Trudo, pointing out the many wrongs he had fuffered from 
the King of Ardra, his brother, and ofiering him a large fum 
pf money to revenge them« This propofal was too agreeable 
to be rejected. Trudo was then fettling his new conquefts; 
but laying afide all other thoughts, he immediately raifed a 
confiderable army, which he fent off, under his general, to 
Ardra, with no lefs fecrecy than expedition. 

The King of Ardra, however, by fome means obtained 
intelligence of his deiign ; and without delay diQiatched am- 
baiTadprs to Whydah, reprefenting this intended invafion as 
the common caufe, and intreatiog immediate afliftance. Why- 
dah, abandoned to fadion, and devoid of council, could only 
confider Ardra as a powerful rival, that often interrupted 
her trade, and whofe deflrudikion was rather to be wifhed 
for than prevented. She therefore refufed the ambaflador's 
rcqueft; and, by.conniving at her neighbour's deftrudtion, added 
force to the victor's arm, which foon after was dire^ed againfl 
herfelf. 

Ardra, difappolnted, but not difmayed, prepared to meet 
the enemy with a determined refolution. Her army confifled 
of about fifty thou&nd men. The conflidt was as obftinate as 
it was fharp and terrible. They oppofed the Dahomans three . 
idaysj and it was not till their king was killed, or taken 

C - prifoner. 
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prifoner*, that vidory declared againft them. They then 
gave way. In the rout the conquerors made a moft terrible 
carnage, and took upwards of eight thoufand prifoners ; whilft 
thofe who could efcape, fled, with the utmoil precipitation, to 
the woods and other places where they could find ihelten 

Amongft the prifoners was the white man, formerly men- 
tioned> whofe name was Bulfi?nch Lambe. He was treated very 
kindly by the Diahomans; hut detained prifoner, and fcnt up 
to Abomey, where Trudo, though he would not part with him 
for a long time, gave him a houfe and fcrvants to attend him,, 
with every other accommodation in his power. From Lambe 
we have accounts of the riches and prowcfs of this great prince ; 
that he abounded in plate, wrought gold, and other fumptuous< 
articles; that he had fi.ve and twenty pieces of cannon, fome of 
which weighed upwards of a thoufand weight -f-, which he 
took great delight in firing twice round every market-day ;, 
that he was very liberal, but withal vain and proud, and con- 
fidered the having white men about him as a great addition to his 
grandeur ; on which account he had formerly bought of the 
Popoes an old Mulatto Portuguefe, at the rate of near five hun-i- 
dred pounds, who together with Lambe were always ieated. 
befide him, when he made his public appearance. It was from 
this Portuguefe, probably, that Capt» Snelgrave obtained the 

account: 

* Smith fays, h« was killed before his palace-gate; Snelgrave that, 
he was taken prifoner, and beheaded. Smitb^s Voyagt^ p. 170; Smlgrave^ p. 7, 

f It does not appear whence thefe cannon were brought, nor bow they 
were obtained. They were, probably, the fpoils of the forts at Ardra. If fo, it . 
ihows the vigour of the Dahomans, in having already tranfported fo many 
heavyweights tofuchadiftance, Lambe's letter being dated Nov. 27, 17244. 
Vide Sndtbh Voj^ge^ V^^lh 
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account of the Eyeo invaliony mentioned in the next Chapter ^i 
for, at the time the Captain was at Trudo*s camp, at Ardra, 
which was in 1727, Lambe had been gone about a year. The 
King had fcnt him to England with rich prefents, in order to 
bring white men to fettle in Dahomy ; but he never returnedl 

The land of Jaquin, which formed part oF the fea-coaft of 
Ardra, had an hereditary governor, tributary to the King of 
Ardra, to whom he annually paid a certain number of loaves of 
fait, of which great quantities are made here. On the con^ 
queft of Ardra, the lord of Jaquin fent his fubmiffion to Trudo^ 
offering him the fame tribute he had ufually paid to the con- 
quered king. This the King of Dahomy readily accepted^ 
thinking, as he was now in pofTeflion of a free paflage to the fea- 
coaft, the Jaquins might be ufcful, from their knowledge of 
trade, in furnifhing him with a conftant fupply of arms and 
gunpowder to carry on his intended conquefts. Befides, as thefe 
peop]^ were enemies to the Whydahs, whom they confidered 
as rivals in their trade, he thought they would be no lefs ufeful 
in his defigns upon that kingdom.-f* 

And here again the policy of Trudo is difplayed 5 who> 
though in other inftances he had endeavoured to fecure his 
conquefts by a terrible deftrudtion of the nations he had fubdued, 
knew his interefts too well^ to treat the people of this country 
in like manner 1 at leaft till he fhould have nt> further need of 
them. 

C 2 CHAP. 

* Snelgrave fays, the PortuguefcMulatto, who informed him of this tranf- 
Action, was taken in the Ardra war; but it is moft probable that Lambe's 
account is right. V. Smithy p* 176^ 177^ 

t Smfgrave, p.ao. 
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CHAP. in. 

'Account of the Eycos — TCbe tenure under which their King holds 
his government — Their former invajion of Ardra — Invade Da- 
homy — Are defeated hyftratagem — Terrible to the Dahomans 
— Trudo'/ intention, if they jhould return. 

Jb HE kingdom of Eyco ♦ lies many days journey to the 
north-eaft of Abomey,. beyond a great and famous lake^ the 
fountain of feveral large rivers that empty themfelves into the 
Bay of Guinea.*^ The people are numerous and warlike, and, 
what is here fingulac, their armies totally conTift of cavalry ; 
and as every favage nation has fome cruel method of rendering 
themfelves dreadful to their enemies, this people were faid to 
have a cuftom of cutting of the privities of thofe they have flain 
in battle; and that no one dared, on pain of death, to take an 
enemy prifoner, that was not furnithed with a hundred of thefe 
trophies. :{: 

The Eyeo&are governed by a king, no lefs abfolute than tHe 
King of Dahomy, yet fubje^ to a regulation of ftate, at once 
humiliating and extraordinary • When the people have con- 
ceived an opinion of his ill government, which is fometimes 
Infidioufly infufed into them, by the artifice of his difcontented. 
minifters, they fend a deputation to him, with a prefent of 

parrots 

* Called Oyeo,. Okyou.^-Btfr^^/, he. Probably this may be the kiagdom 
of Gago, which lies to the northward of Dahomy, eight or ten days journey*. 
The Moorilh afpirated found of G being nearly like a hard H, as in the word. 
Georgia fpelt Jorje by the Spaniards, and pronounced Hork6, or Horcbe;, 
whence Gago may hare been founded Habo, Haiho, or Haikot 

•^ Snilgravit p. 55. ^ . 

t Btfrnn, P..374. 
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parrots eggs, as a mark of Its aathenticity, to reprefcnt to him 
that the burden of government muft have fo far fatigued hini» 
that they confider it full time for him to repofe from his cares, 
and indulge himfelf with a little deep. He thanks his fubjedts 
for their attention to his eafe ; retires to his apartment, as if to 
fleep |- and there gives directions to his women to ilrangle him« 
This 18 immediately executed ; and his Ton quietly afcends the 
throne, upon the ufual terms, of holding the reins of govern^ 
ment no longer thaa whilft he merits the approbation of the 
people.* 

This feems to have been the fird inland nation in this part of 
Africa, of which the Europeans had ai)y intimation. Bofman 
ipeaks of an invafion of Ardra, in 1698, by a potent inland 
people, which could, from his defcription, be no other than the 
Eyeos. From him we learn, that fome of the Ardras, who had 
been ill treated by their king, or his caboceers, flying to this inland 
prince for redrefs, he fent an ambaflkdor to remonftrate with the 
Kingof Ardraonthefubjc(3:, and to inform him, if his viceroys and 
other deputies did not govern the people more juftly and tenderly,. 
he ihould be obliged, however unwilling,, to interfere. Ardra 
treated the monition with contempt, and put the ambaflador to 
death; but the King of Eyeo took a dreadful revenge: his 
troops poured like a torrent -t* into Ardra; deftroyed almofthalf 
the kingdom ; and, what marks at once his feverity and his 
juftice, notwithftanding his general had obtained fo fignal a. 
vidtory, he caufed. him to be hanged, on his return,, becaufe he 

had 

* Mr. Nmrris* 

t The Whydahs, fay the Eyeos, invaded Ardra with ten hundred thou- 
fand horfe ; from which, without taking it literally, we may fuppofe the 
number muft have been immenfe. We (hall fee, further on, the idea of the. 
Dahomans about the number of an Eyeo army. 



14 ' HISTORY 6^ DAM6MY.' 

had not brought with him the King of Ardra, who Was the 
Jiuthor of all this evil. 

It was this nation that, ihortly after the conqueft of Ardra, 
made war on Trudo, at the in (ligation of feveral fagttive princes^ 
whofe fathers had been conquered and flain by the Dahomans. 
They entered Dahomy with an immenfe body of horfe, amount*^ 
ing to many thoufands. Trudo immediately left Ardra ; and^ 
though he had none but infantry*, yet, thefe having fire-arms, 
as well as fwords, he had fbme hopes that he might at lead make 
a ftand againft them. He knew, however, that they were well 
mounted, and armed with bows, javelins, and cutting fwords ; 
that they were, befides, courageous, and had fptead tenor 
through the adjacent countries ; he alfo knew, that he had to 
conteft in an open country, where horfe would have every advan- 
tage ; yet all this could not damp his daring fpirit. He marched 
boldly to face ^e enemy ; and, on meeting them, fupported fuch 
a fire from his mufquetry as cfFeftually affrighted the horfcs, fo 
that their riders could never make a regular charge on the Da- 
homans. Notwithftanding this, their numbers were fo great, 
and the difpute fo obflinate, that, after fighting for four days, the 
troops of Dahomy were greatly fatigued, and all was in danger 
of being loft : at this critical moment a ftratagem entered the 
mind of the king, worthy of the moft enlightened general, and 
which has been feveral times pradifed, with equal fuccefs^ in 
times both ancient and modern. 

Trudo had in his camp great quantities of brandy, at that time 
one of the principal articles of the French trade to Guinea. 

This, 

* There are kw or no horfes in Dahomy. Such as they have are very fmall | 
which indeed was the cafe with the inland countries, in Leo's time (about 
1492 j, when good horfes, from the north of Africa, were bought up at Gago, 
at a high price ; perKaps with intention to improve the breeds and eftabliih a 
numerous cavalry* « 
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TtiiSy with many valuable goods^ he contrived to leave in a town^ 
adjacent to his camp, and under favour of the night withdrew to 
a convenient diflance. In the morning the Eyeos^ feeing the 
enemy fled, fecure of viftory, began to burn and plunder the 
town, and to indulge themfelves very freely with the treacherous- 
liquor : thh foon intoxicated> and fpread the ground with the 
major part of their army. At this juncture, the Dahomans, who* 
had timely intimation of the enemy's diforder, fell upon them 
with redoubled fury, deftroyed a great number, completely routed 
the reft; and thofe that efcapcd, owed their fafety to their horfes.* 

In this manner did Trudo happily clear his country of a. 
very formidable enemy ; hut however he might confider himfelf 
victorious in theprefent inftance,.heknew there was every thing. 
to be feared from the inroads of fach a numerous nation, and 
that too a nation of horfeirien. He, therefore, with a forefight- 
that did him much honour, fent ambafladors with many prefents 
to the King of Eyeo,, to avert his further anger; but, without 
depending too much on their fuccefs^ he laid his plans^ in cafe of 
another invafion. He knew that the Fetifche of the Eyeos was^ 
thefea;* and that themfelves, and their king, were threatened 
with death, by the priefts, if they ever dared to look on it : he 
therefore refol ved, in cafe he fliould be defeated by them in a fu* 
ture battle, to repair with his people to the fea-coaft for fecurity, 
and leave the upland towns and country, to their difpofal; ift* 
which he knew they could not remain after they had deftroyed 
the forage ; and that all the damage they might other wife do, to ' 
thatched houfes and mud walls,, would ealily be repaired* 

CHAP.- 

* The QabooiaAS pretend,. that in their flight, the terror and precipitation 
of the Eyeos was fo violent, that gre^t lumbers tumbled into, and filled up 
^art of the deep moat which furrounds Abomey, the reft making themfelves a 
bridge of their bodies, > to effect their efcape. Capt. Fayren 
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CHAP. IV* 



Trudo V Defign againjl Whydah — Its Government at that ttme-^ 
Attacks and takes the northern part^^furprifes the refl^^An^ 
tbropopbagi. 

Jb/VERY thing fecms fo have remained in quiet during the ftay 
of Mr. Lambe in Dahomy, which he quitted about Aprils 1726*: 
for though the King's mind was intent on the chaftifement and 
conqueft of Whydah, he had been hitherto prevented from car- 
rying his defign into execution, partly by the perfuafions of 
Lambe, partly by the difficulty of the enterprife. On the one 
hand, Lambe prefented the number of Whydahs tliat were ufcd to 
fire-arms, and the great afliftance they would derive from the 
fbrts^ as well as from the fkill of the white people fettled 
among them ; on the other, the King was fenfible that the 
enemy, being furrounded with rivers and fwjmps, would, if too 
hard prefTed, eafily take to the iflandjs and faflnefies, whither 
the troops of DaKomy, for want of canoes, and fkill to manage 
them, could not follow : in which cafe not only his conqueft 
would be incomplete, but he would be fubjedt to perpetual h^* 
jrafifment from fuch troublefbme neighbours. 

At this time Whydah was governed by a weak and indolent 
prince^ who, having afcended the throne at the age of 14, foon 

became 

* Soelgrave was at Ardra in April, 1727 ; when the King Cold bim, Lambe 
Jiad been ^ne twelve moons* Snd. Voyage, p, bjp 
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^became the tool of a train of defigning minifters. They flat- 
tered his natural difpofition for diffipation and eifeminacy, as 
thefureft means of fharing his power ; and now, at the age of 
thirty, he was neither qualified for the council, nor the field. 
His indolence and indulgence had fwoln him to an enormous 
fizc; and, conftantly fhut up in hisferaglio> amongft thoufands of 
women, over whom he aflerted the moft defpotic fway, he vainly 
imagined his bulk to be the type of his real greatnefs. Mean 
while the minifters and caboceers around him, intent on their 
own private interefts, divided the ftate into a thoufand different 
factions, which, added to the natural timidity of the people, the 
refult of plenty, long eafe, and inadlion, expofed it as a ready 
prey to any invader. 

When threatened with the Dahoman invafion, this vain crea- 
ture niadc fo light of both the people and their king, that, though 
St is the conftant cuftom of thefe nations to deftroy princes and 
great men taken in war, left their power and knowledge (hould 
excite the conquered nation to rebellion ; yet, in bravado, he told 
Snclgrave, he would not even cut off the King of Dahomy's 
, head, when taken ^ but would keep him alive as a Have in one of 
the moft contemptible fituations about his perfon.* This fool* 
ifli fpecch, which, no doubt, reached the ears of Trudo, pro- 
bably helped to exafperate him. Accordingly, when he had 
made the neceffary preparations, he firft attacked the northern 
part of the kingdom, which was under the hereditary govern- 
ment of a great lord, then called Appragah, who forthwith 
fent to the King of Whydah for affiftance ; but, through the 
iDtereft of his enemies at court, was, moft ftrangely, refufed. 
Whereupon, after a flight refiftance, Appragah fubmitted to 

D and 

• Snelgravif p. 6. 
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and was kindly received by the King of Dahoaiy, who afterwards 
rcinftated him in his pofleflions* 

'The conqueror immediately prepared to penetrate into the 
heart of the country* For which purpofe he encamped on the 
banks of a river that runs about half a mile to the northward of 
Sabee or Xavier, the capital of Whydah-.* Here he expeftcdv 
a vigorous oppofition : for, having neither boats nor boatmen, 
his army could only pafs the river by fording j and even this 
was not pradlicable, except at one place, which 500 refolute 
men could cafiJy have defended agauift the efforts of his whole 
army. But he was deceived ; for inftead of ufing the neceflary 
precaution to prevent the incurfions of fo. dreadful an enemy,^ 
the Whydahs left the pafs to the care of the Snake, their Fe- 
tifche or God : to whom they facrificed night and morning, 
praying him to prevent the enemy from croffing the river. And 
fatisfied with this, they even omitted, which is fcarccly credible,, 
to keep fo much as a guard there. 

Trudo, probably fuppofing his whole force might be neceffary 
for this enterprife, had left the conduiS of this part of his army to 
his general, and was gone to bring down the other part, which was 
encamped at his head-quarters at Ardra; having firft fentan inti- 
mation to the European fadlors, as he had formerly done to thofe 
at Ardra, that he expcdled them to remain neuter, under 
pain of his refentment, The general, obferving the enemies 
negleft, ordered 200 men to try the ford ; which having done 
unmolefted, they, being refojute fellows, immediately pro- 
ceeded on to the town, without waiting for further orders, fhout- 
ing and founding their war mufic all the way. This happening 

about 
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about three o'clock in the afternoon, the out-guards of the towa 
were ahnod all faft aflcep ; but being awakened by the noifc, 
they fled into the town, crying out, that all the Djhoman 
army had pafled the river. This no fooner was announced, 
than king and people began to decamp ; and in a very fliort 
time the fields were covered with men, women, and children, 
ffying from aH parts towards the fea-fide. The King, and 
many of his train, by the help of canoes, got fafe to the iflands 
near Popo; but numbers, who could not obtain that conveyance, 
were, in their hurry, drowned, in attempting to fwim over 
to them. Thofe flain and made prifoners were innumerable j 
and thoufands, who fheltered themfelves up and down the 
country among the buflies, afterwards periflied by fword and 
famine* 

The Dahoman general could not beKeve the reports that 
were brought him of his good fortune; nor fcarcc truft to the 
evidence of his own fenfes, when, after having conduced over 
the reowfeinder of his arnny, which he did the fame evening, he 
faw the truth confirmed, *' that two hundred foldicrs had put 
*• to flight a nation, capable of oppofing them with a thouiand 
*• men to one :'* fo wretched a creature is man, when enervated 
by luxury, indolence, and fcrvile pafllons ! 

There is no other way of accounting for this imbecility of 
mind, this panic fear with which the whole of fo great a 
nation mufl:have been ft:ruck, on fuch a trifling alarm. Though 
they pretended afterwards, when fome of thofe who had 
cfeaped; were upbraided with thecowardljr manner in which they 
had defcpted their country, that it was ** for fear of being 
** eaten ; that the Dahomans were cannibals, whom no- 

D 2 ** thing 



20 HISTORYOFDAHOM\% 

*' thing could refift ; and that the thought of being devoured by 
•' their own fpecies, was far more terrible to them than their 
** apprehenfions about being killed." * 

Snelgrave ftrongly inclines to believe that the Dahomanf 
were indeed anthropophagi i -f and this idea is as ftrongly 
combated by Atkins, % The former fupports his opinion not 
only on the reports of credible witneflea, but from a very natural, 
induction, " That thofe who could fo cruelly facrifice their. 
^* fellow-creatures as- the Dahomans do, might probably carry 
** their barbarity a degree farther." The other founds his 
objedtions merely on the opinion,, that fuch pradlice is unna^ 
tural I but late voyages have {hewn the eating of the fle£h of 
enemies to be very common. Befides, Atkins himfelfallows^ 
that amongft favages *• fingle inftances may have been, as their 
** way to exprefs an intenfe malice againft a particular enemy,. 
** and in terrorem^ &c." which is enpugh for Snclgrave's pur- 
pofe, as he only lays a ftrefs on enemies eaten folemnly at their 
facrifices, which has an equal juftification. Though it is to 
be noted, that he mentions the fale of human flefh in the 
market^ on the evidence of a Mr. More, furgeon of a fhip in 
that trade : which Atkins, not knowing how to get rid of itj . 
would turn into a miferahlc pun, viz. that it meant the fale.of 
living flefh, or flaves. 

But whether this idea were true or falfe, it could plead no- - 
thing in excufe for the flight of fcveral thoufand men from io . 

fmall 

* SntU p. 42. t Id- P- 51 • et fcq. X Atkinses Voy. to Guinea, p. 12a, ct feq.. 

Numberlefs inftances are found, in voyages, of this feemingly unnatural cuf- 
tom; though even the probability of it has been contefted by Dampicr and 
others, as well as Atkins. Vide Dampier, Voyage round the World, 4th 
edit. p. 484^ 5* But this is opinion againft teftimony. . 
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fmall a number; and there is nothing but our fympathy for 
the imbecility of human nature, and our pity for the mifcry in 
which it involved this people, that can make us look with^ 
paticnbc on the cowardice v^rhich occafioned it. 



C H A P. V. 

TxudoV joy for his viSiory. — Sacrifices a great number of 
captives. — ReJleSfions on this barbarity — and on the means of 
preventing it. — The Dahomans have no genius for trade. — 
Wars not begun for the purpofe of taking Jlaves. 

1 H E Dahoman Prince received the news of this vidlory with 
every poffible demonftration of joy. He not only gave largCiTes 
to his officers and caboceers; but, according to the favagc cuftoni 
of the country, he floated the altars of his Gods, and the 
tombs of his deceafcd anccftors, with the blood of his unfortu- 
nate captives. 

This fcene, which was tranfkfted at Ardra, was followed, 
or rather accompanied, by one yet more dreadful, at the camp. 
The general, probably by his mafter*s command, gave orders 
that the remaining prifoners, who through age, wounds, or 
infirmities, had not been able to march with their fellows to 
Head-quarters, fhould be put to death on the fpot. And to 
heighten this bloody ad with accumulated horrors, he com- 

4 mitted 
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mitted the execution of them to the boys of his army, whom 
he thereby meant early to eiuire to deeds of cruelty, and 
furnifliing tkem with fwords, ordered them to cut off the pri- . 
foners heads. As fome of thsfc boys were only feven or eight . 
years of age, and hardly able to manage fuch a weapon, the tor- 
tures thefc unhappy wretches muft have fufFered, from the 
weaknefs and incompetency of their executioners, are eafier to 
be conceived than dcfcribed. * 

The inhuman treatment of enemies taken in war, has ftained 
the annals of all nations* There feems to have been amongft 
mankind an emulation to. excel in this fpecies of cruelty. Nor 
has this vice been confined to favage nations ;. Greece and 
Rome have afforded examples more than fufficient to juftify 
chefe pradices in Africa and America, -f if cuftom could give 

fandtion 

* Smitht p. 192, fays, the general ordered all thofe to be murdered that were 
ijnmcrchantable ; but this is every way wrong : for there was no market for them- 
zt that time; and we (Ball find that thoie would ferve for vidiins, in folemt^ 
f^criiices, that were by no means fit for labour. See Chapter via. 

This manner of torturing victims is not peculiar to Dahomy. It feems to be a 
hard feature in the complexion of favage nations, to train up their children to 
blood. Bofman faw eleven ancient perfons tortured to death af the funeral o£ 
a king on the Gold Coaft ; one of whom, after having endured the moft 
cxqui Ate torments, was commi.ttjed to a child of fix years of age to be beheaded ; 
which he was near an hour in performing, not having ftrength enough to wield 
a fabre. V. Bofman, p. 223. Some of the Americans ufed to commit their 
prifoners of war to boys to be flain : five or fix of whom beat out thek brain« 
with clubs. V. Purcha^'s Pilgrims^ ^^33* 

t Witnefs.the facrificeof 3Q0 Lacedemoniaos and their king, by. Arifto- 
jsieaeSyjLhe Melleman* V. £ty<^« 'Evaog^ Prep. U 4, c. 7. edit* i534> and of as 

many 
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ian^ion to error, or fuch nations were defirous of precedents 
for their juftification. 

Prifbners of war, by the right of conqueflv are undoubtedly the 
.property of the vidor. Heconfiders them as fuch, and will always- 
difpofc of them as beft fuits with his own interefts, and thofc 
.of his country. When viewed in the light of men who have- 
difturbcd the nation's peace, invaded its rights, murdered its^ 
proteftors, levelled at the lives of the conquerors ; and whofe 
bofoms are ftill actuated by the fame fpirit, though now overawed 
by power; here fclf-prefervation pleads againft mercy. Man, un- 
. influenced by pafiion, may feel, even in a favage ftate, for the fuf- 
fcrings of his fellow-creature, and ftiudder at the idea of depriving; 
him of life; but under continual apprehenfion for his own fafety, 
he will not hefitate to remove the objedl of his fear, in what— 
ever manner may appear the moft eiFedlual. Hence the exercife 
of the power which conqueft has given, when fclf-prefervation 
is the motive, cannot be called cruelty: which name only be- 
longs to a wanton abufe of that power, in adding torture to 
death; or by having recourfc to death, or any rigid expedient,, 
when gentle ones may be employed with equal fecurity. * 

The 

many of the principal citizens of Perufia, by Auguftus, to the manes of his- 
uncle Julius. V. Suetonius in vita Auguft. Xenophon fays, the Lacedemo- 
nians put to death more Athenians in eight months peace, than their enemies 
had flain in thirty years war. V, Xemp. deReb. geft. Graec* lib. 2. p. 278.^ 
and many others. 

* Vide PufFendorff's Duty of Man, b. 2. c. 45 and Law of Nations,, folio,, 
p,«^9Q4 Grotiusde Jure,.&c. lib. ii^c. 5^ 
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The two moft general ways of difpofing of fuch captivei, 
have been by death or tranfportation. Ranfom, exchange^ or 
liberty on parole, are the efFc<Ss of a fyftem that involves a 
greater variety of confiderations, and a higher degree of civili- 
zation^ than can be expeded in fuch nations as Dahomy« 
People like them would laugh at the idea of giving their foes 
the opportunity of affaulting them a fccond time; and for 
ranfom, the warrior nations feem to defpifc it. Therefore, 
after they have preferved, as their own flavcs, fo many of 
their prifoners as they want for ftate or drudgery, they either 
fell the remainder to thofe who will remove them away into 
a diflant country ; or, whtn there is no fuch demand for them, 
they put them to death. 

In this light, Afiatic pomp, and European neceflity for 
labourers enured to a tropical fun, appear to have been the only 
cfFedlual inftruments of mercy, the only means whereby the 
lives of many of thofe unfortunate people have been faved. 
And their efFcdt would have been much greater, had not the 
Jiorrid fiend, Superftition, who at times has tyrannized over 
the whole human race, fo frequently barred up the avenues 
to pity: by fuggefting that the Author of good is pleafed with 
murder, and that the fouls of vidlims may be enflaved as well 
as their bodies. It is not here a place to enter into the fubjeA 
.of human blood offered to the Gods, or to the manes of the 
dead ;* it is enough to Ihew, through our hiftory, that Avarice 
can iheath the knife even of Superftition, and that her incite- 
ments 

* Vide Potter's Antiq. c. 4, on Sacrifices ; Bryant and others, on the fame 
• fubjed ; Prevoll's Hiftoire des Voyages, Index word Sacrifias ; Purcbas*ft 
Pilgrims, many places, &c. &c* 
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xnents to flaughter, powerful as they may be, are confined 
within narrow limits, wh?n felf-intereft attends upon lenity* 

Where there has been no traffic of this fort, nature fhudders 
at the devaftations that have been made by revenge, and all the 
bafer paflions, under the colour of piety. Murder, in all its 
forms, has raged with unlimited fury. During the reigns of 
the Whydah Kings, their prifoners were fold, and human fa- 
crifices were feldom and inconfiderable : * in Dahomy, where 
war took the lead of commerce, they were frequent, and 
often times numerous j but in America, where traffic of this 
kind was not known, they exceeded all belief. Wars were in- 
ftituted for the very purpofe of obtaining vidlims ; and at the 
dedication of one temple at Mexico, which lafted four days, 
they facrificed fixty-four thoufand and eighty captives, in a 
manner too horrid to be expreffed. "f 

The murder of fo great a number of Whydahs on the pre- 
fent occafion, at Dahomy, feems principally to have arifefi 
from there being no (hips in the road^ The fadtories had been 
plundered in the onfet, and afterwards burnt; J the fadlors 
taken prifoners, and though releafed, were ftill in fright and 
confufion. The multitude of prifoners was daily increafing; 
it became expeniive, and perhaps alarming. As there was 
no vent for them, policy didtated to Trudo, that he might 
get rid of his fears and incumbrance, and at the fame time 
increafe his glory, if he fhould make fo noble and valuable a 
prefcnt to his gods and forefathers; that, from fuch an adt, 
his magnificence would be confidercd as exceeding all bounds, 

E and 

* Vide Bofman under Whydah. 

•f Vide Prtvofty Hiftoire des Voyages. Vol. xiil. p. 528. 

X Vide ^mith^ p, 191. 
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and his piety be extolled to the fktes. Under thefe confidera^ 
tions, he devoted to death four thoufand, * which probably 
was the whole number as yet taken^ and thereby gained an 
applaufe he could have well fpared> had the more profitable 
alternative prefented itfelf. 

It is true, the cuftom of his country required an acknow- 
ledgement, and that a liberal one, to the Gods, for his viSorics ; -f- 
but the quantum depended on the vidlor's pleafure : and we 
find Trudo knew how to keep his piety, at leaft, within due 
bounds. For in a tranfadlion that followed fliortly after, having 
taken eighteen hundred prifoners of another nation that had 
offended him more than the Whydahs, he contented his priefts 
with four J hundred of them : fhips being then in the road, 
where he could turn the remainder to profit* 

That Trudo had ideas of the advantages of trade to himfelf 
and his people, appears in many inftances. He had commenced 
thefe wars with both the maritime nations, from their having 
refufed him a part in their commerce. § He had an eager 
defire for European arms, and for fuch of their commodities as 
he thought were fuitable to his dignity. He had told Lambc, 
fome years before, that he could wi(h to have fhips come to 
fomc place to trade for his flaves only, and to bring him what 
was fit for fuch a king as he. |[ Yet, with all thofe prepof- 
fcflions, all thefe defires, Trudo and his Dahomans were equally 
igiwrant of the principles on which trade muft be conduced. 
The haughty ferocity of a people, bred folcly to war and rapine, 

is 

* Vide Smlgraviy p.. 31. f U« P» 46. J Id. p. 37, 49. § Id. p. 5i6,&c.. 
y Vidc5^/VA, p. 147. 
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is incompatible with the mild and fteady fpirit of commerce. 
Hence, by their harfhnefs and violence on the one hand, and 
their fraudulence and ignorance on the other, they, in time, 
fo far loft their connexions, that, from two thoufand flaves 
.a»year. tranfported from Whydah only, in 1726, * the 
greateft number now fent off from this and the two great 
kingdoms of Ardra and Dahomy, together with feveral 
other fmall ones united to them, is only five thoufand five 
hundred; little more than one-fourth part of the former. 
See the Report of the Lords, relating to the flave-trade, printed 
in 1789. 

This circumftance muft appear the more aftoniftiing to 
thofc who have been led to think that, in Africa, wars origi- 
nated in the defire of obtaining Haves for the Europeans; 
efpecially when they (hall find this kingdom, with very liitle 
intermiflion, to have been engaged in wars, with all its fur- 
rounding neighboyrs, for near feventy years. 



CHAP. VI. 

White men made prifoners .-^Sbips arrive. — SnelgraveV journey 
to Ardra. — King's camp and court. — Army returns from 
Tuffoe. — ViSHms chofenfor facrifice. 

Among ST the prifoners were the white men belonging to 
the different fadtorics, to the number of forty, or more. They 
were ordered up to Ardra, and proper hammocks provided for 

E 2 them^ 

* Sntlgravi^ p. 2. 
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them, that they might travel with convenience. They Wei* 
fome days at Ardra before they obtained an audience ; but then,, 
the King received them politely, fet them at liberty, and made 
fome of them prefents ; with the promife, that he would caufe 
trade to flourifli, and have a particular regard to their interefts,. 
fo foon as he had fettled his conquefts. 

About three weeks after, feveral flrips of different nations 
arrived in the road.* Thefirft of which feems to have been the 
Katharine Galley ^ commanded by Captain W. Snelgrave :. to- 
whofe attentive and judicious obfervations, this life of Trudois 
much indebted, -f He laments the horrid devaftation of fo fine 
and populous a country, the carnage of the inhabitants, and 
t*heir remains lying every >Cvhere around him. Particularly, as 
lie had been feveral voyages there, and had been witnefs of its 
teauty and population in its moft flourifhing ftate : in the de- 
fcription of which, all other writers on the fubjedl agree with 
him. Smith, % who was at Whydah about the fame time, 

fays, 

• The latter end of March, 1726-7, 1 arrived with the Katherine Galley, \}x 
the road of Whydah, &n$U 19, — failed thence, and anchored in the road of 
Jaquin, 3d of April, Id. ai. On Friday the 7th of April, 1727, we arrived 
\n Whydah road, and found lying here three French and t^o Portuguefe Ihips. 
Smithy Voyage, p. 166. 

t Publifhed in 1734., under the title of "A full Account of fome Parts of 
Guinea, and of the Slave-Trade," 8vo. He fpeaks of the conqueft of Whydah, 
as having happened about three weeks before his arrival. V. SneL p. 19. 

\ Smith was fent out as furveyor, in 1726. His New Voyage to Guinea is 
a poflhutnous work, publifhed in 1744, 8vo. of which fee pages 166 and 1991. 
See alfo our Introdudlion, which contains the fubftance of the defcription of 
the feveral writers. 
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feys, ** The natives were fo induftrious, that no place which 
*^ was thought fertile, could efcape being planted, though even 
within the hedges that inclofe their villages and dwelling 
places ; and they were fo very anxious in this particular, that, 
** the next day after they had reaped, they always fowed again, 
•• without allowing the land any time to reft /' which is no 
imall proof of its ftrength.and fertility. 

Smith, however, complains of its being very unwholefome, , 
which, he fays, he was afterwards informed became more and more 
fo by the negligence of the Dahomans, * who have fufFered it 
to remain uncultivated, and to be overrun with poifonous and 
ftinking weeds. Snelgrave found trade fo dead, that after 
ftaying three days at Whydah, and having heard the me- 
lancholy accounts of Mr. Tinker, the late, and Mr. Duport, 
( the then, governors, as well as thofe of other gentlemen of 
the faiftory, he failed for Jaquin, about feven leagues to the 
eaftward, to fee if matters wore a better face there. 

• 

It was here that, (hortly after his arrival, he received a mef- 
fenger from the King of Dahomy, inviting him to Ardra ; of 
which, after fome hefitation, he accepted ; and by that means 
became a fpedtator of many things worthy relation. In this 
journey, which is of about forty miles, he was accompanied by a 
Dutch captain, whofe fliip had juft before been deftroyed by the 
Portuguefe ; a Dutch writer, belonging to their fadlory, carrying 
large prefents to the King ; and the Lord of Jaquin's brother, 
with the tribute of that State, and great prefents befide. The 

prepa- 

* This information feems to have been given h'm, about a year or two after 
the conqueft. 
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preparations for their journey took them up three days. They 
had an hundred black fervants in their retinue ; each gentlenxan 
had fix hammock men, by two of whom he was carried, the reft 
relieving the others in their turns ; alfo a fmall horfc to ride on, 
when weary with lying. They fet out on the 8th of April, 
about nine o'clock, and reached Ardra the next day, about the 
lame time. The roads, he fays, were good ; the country beau- 
tiful, but defolate ; the towns and villages dcftroyed ; and the 
fields ftrewed with human bones. 

When they arrived within half a mile of the King's camp, they 
halted. Soon after, a meffenger came from his majefty, to.com- 
pliment and welcome them ; intimating that a great man would 
prefently arrive to receive them. They accordingly took out 
their heft apparel, and drefled themfelvcs under the covert of 
an old wall ; after which, advancing towards the camp, they 
were met by the great captain,* as the blacks called him, who 
was a principal officer of the court, attended by 500 foldiers, 
with fire-arms, drawn fwords, fhields and banners. On their 
approach they ufed many ftrange ceremonies, that excited the 
fear of the travellers, as well as their wonder. The great cap- 
tain, and fomc of his officers, approached them, flourifhing 
their naked fwords over their heads, and pointing them at their 
breafts ; fkipping and jumping round them, with many antic 
pofturcs. After which, the great man aflumed a fedatcair; 
and, giving them bis hand, welcomed them in the King's 

name, 

* The principal Officer 6( the court is called the Tamegan^ as wc (hall fee 
further on ; but it is the recond officer* or Mabu^ that is mafter of the ceremo- 
nies. Snelgrave feems not to have known thefe titles, nor even the name of the 
King ; for which laft we are indebted to Mr. Lambe. Vide Smith's Voy« 
J»gc, 1 7 1- 
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and name^ and drank their healths in palm wine : they^ in re- 
turn, drank the king's health, in wine and beer, with both 
which he Teemed very well pltafed. Thcfe ceremonies being over, 
they all fet out, under this guard, for the camp, accompanied 
with a difmal noife, which they called by the name of mufic. 

They arrived at the camp in about half an hour. It was 
fituated near a great ruined town, late the principal place of the 
kingdom of Ardra. * Here the army lay in tents, which, ac- 
cording to the negro cuftom, were made of fmall boughs, co- 
vered with thatch, refembling bee-hives ; but big enough for 
ten or twelve foldiers, who crept in at a hole in one fide. On 
cntring the camp, chairs, taken from the Whydahs, were fet 
for them under fome ihady trees, where great numbers flocked 
round to fee them ; but were kept off by the foldicry. Having 
refted here about two hours, and beheld divers feats of adivity 
performed by the foldiers to divert them, they were condudled 
to a thatched tent, prepared for their reception ; where, having 
crept in, and flowed their baggage, the great man left them, 
to inform the King of their arrival : appointing them a guard* 
to prevent their being difturbed or molefled. 

It being now noon, they fat down to dinner on the bam and 
fowls they bad brought with them ; but were fo annoyed by 
flies, they could fcarce put a morfel into their mouths, without 

taking 

* Barbot calls this town Great Ardra ; and Lambe, who lived there two years, 
Ardra ; which is the name it is now, I believe, known by. The natives call 
it Azem, or AiTem ; and report, that it was nine englifli miles in circumference ; 
containing a variety of fhady walks and gardens, as well as a great number of 
fpacious buildings, &c. V. Barbot, 34.63 Churchill's Voyage, Vol, 5 ; Pre* 
voft Hift, desVoy, Vol. iii. P-Sig. 
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taking in fomc of thefe vermin with it. They little thought 
whence this nuifance proceeded, clfc they would have made a 
much fliorter dinner ; nor was it till about three o'clock, when, 
being defired by a meffengcr from the great captain, to come to 
the king's gate, that, on their way, they perceived, with no 
fmall degree of difguft and horror, two heaps of dead men's 
heads, piled up on two large ftages, and covered with fwarms of 
their late vifitors, the flics. The interpreter told them, ** they 
** were the heads of four thoufand of the Whydahs, who had 
" been facrificed by the Dahomans to their God, about three 
*• weeks before, as an acknowledgement of the great conqucft 
** they had obtained." 

They found the king's gate to be only an entrance into a large 
court yard, palifadoed round, and containing feveral mud-walled 
houfes. Stools were fet for them; and an officer prefented 
them with cows, (heep, goats, and other provifions, with this 
compliment, that, as the King was in camp, it was not in his 
power to provide for them better. They received this favour 
with due acknowledgement, and were returning out at the gate, 
when they were furprifed with the fight of forty ftout fellows, 
ranged on both fides the gate, with fufils on their fhoulders, 
and broadfwords in their hands; having round their necks 
firings of dead men's teeth, reaching as low as their middle, 
both behind and before, in great quantities. Thefe, they were 
told, were the King's heroes, or worthies ; who, having killed 
many enemies in battle, were allowed to wear their teeth in thfs 
manner, as trophies of their valour : on pain of death, how- 
ever, if they dared to ftring one, whofe owner had not been 
killwd by their own hands. 

Next 
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Next morning, at nine, they obtained an audience. They 
iverc received at the king's gate, and introduced into a large 
<:ourt, palifadoed round. Here the King was fitting in a fine 
gilt chair, taken from the King of Whydah. Three large um- 
brellas were held over his head, by women, to fliade him from 
the fun ; and four other women flood behind his chair, with 
fufils on their ftioulders. All the women were finely drefTed, 
from the middle downwards ; the upper part of the body of 
either fex, remaining, in this country, generally uncovered: 
their arms were adorned with many large manellos, or bracelets^ 
of gold, of great value ; and round their, necks, and in their 
hair, were abundance of beads, of divers colours, brought 
from a far inland country, where they are dug out of the earth ; 
and which are in as great efleem with the negroes, as dia^ 
4iionds among the Europeans.* 

The King was dreflfed in a gown, flowered with gold, that 
reached to his ankles j an European embroidered hat ; and fan- 
dals on his feet. His manner of fitting at that time, viz. on a 
chair, was not his cuftom, nor that of the country; but fcem- 
ingly intended for more than ufual ftate : for, on a future au- 
dience, he was crofs-legged on a carpet, after the Afiatic man- 
ner, though he always preferved a proper majefty and de- 
corum. 

The vifitors were placed at about ten yards from the chair of 
ftate, and ordered to ftand ftill. The King then commanded the 
interpreter to bid them welcome ; they bowed low, as direfted ; 

F and. 

* Tbefe probably were only the glafs beads of Europe, brought there by the 
Muleys, or Malays, and pretended to be of great value.-^— J. F. 
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tnd Shelgrave^ through the £ime means, paid his complxments'to 
his majefty ; with which he was much pkafed. He ordered' 
chairs for them, made them fit down, and drank to thdr 
liealthss Then liquor being tnrought them, thejr returned his* 
iahitation ; after which, tho King invited them to ftay,. and fee 
the cudoms of his country. 

It £s neceffary to remark, prerioas to the detail of what 
pafled, that, at the time whenTrudo was employed in the conqtieft 
of Whydah, he had fent twelve of his wives from Ardra up to* 
Dahomy, with a number of fiaves, carrying a krge quantity c£ 
goods and fine things, under an eicbrt of five hundred fddiers* 
On their way, they were attacked by the Ttiffoes, whofe coai>- 
try is about fix days journey from Ardra ; * who routed the 
guard,^ murdered the women,^ and feized on the treafure. To 
revenge this outrage, the King had no fooner completed the 
conqueil of Whydah, thau he fent out part of his army ; who 
returned the iame evening we entered the camp, with eighteea' 
hundred of the Tu£foes prifoners. 

Thele prisoners were now, by the King's order, brought into^ 
the court ; out of which he feleAed z, great number for &cri- 
fice ; referving the reft as flaves, for his own ufe, or for fale to* 
the Europeans. Proper officers were in readinefs, to receive the 
captives from the foldiers, who had taken them in battle, and 

tOw 

* Sneigrave, p.. 36.-^Tuffbe, Tafoe, or Tafu, is an inland country of the 
Gold Coaft, nearly fouth-weft of Abomey ; it abounds in gold, and lies about 
10 or 12 leagues to the northward of Rio Grande $ and at about 6o leagues^ 
€r 6 days journey, from Ardra* Vide Prevoft's Map ; Hiftoirc des Voy. Vol. 4* 
in initio I and page 214, of the fame volume* 
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to p3]r them^ in cowries, the valtie of twenty fliillings fteriing, 
for each man, and tea for a woman or child. Thofe were 
next rewarded, who brought the heads of enemies (lain ; ibme 
having three or four in a firing, for each of which they re- 
ceived the value of five fliillings -, and fervants were appointed 
to carry them to the heaps : the interpreter informing the vi- 
fitors, that the King propofed, with thefe, and the others, to 
build a monument.- 

All this while the great men, both of the court and army^ 
were proftrate on the ground : none approaching nearer than 
twenty feet to the King's chair. If they wiOied to fpeak to 
him, they firft kiflcd the ground ; then whifpercd their plcafurc 
into the ear of an old woman, who conimunicatcd it to the 
King, and brought his anfwer. He was very liberal to them, 
on this occadon ; prefenting them, in all, with more than two 
hundred ilaves. At each prefent, an officer proclaimed the na- 
ture of it^ aloud ; which was immediately re-echoed by the 
populace, that were waiting without, in great numbers, for the 
iacrifices* 

Thefe ceremonies ' were fucceeded by fports* Two fellows 
brought in a great tub, containing, at lead:, fix gallons, of 
fomething like frumenty, which, after falling on their knees, 
they threw fo faft into their mouths, that it was difpatched in 
a few minutes* This, the interpreter informed Snelgrave, was 
their daily practice, to divert the King ; but that they generally 
died in a few years, and then others took up the trade. Seve- 
ral other ridiculous things were performed ; tired of which, 
«nd of the heat of the fun, in which they had now remained 

F 2 three 
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three hours^ defended only by umbrellas, they begged leave to- 
retire to their tent, which being granted, they paid their coav^ 
pliments^ and went away. 



C H A P. VH; 



Four hundred TufFoes facrificed. — The manner defcribed.^^Com^- 
pared with the Mexican facrifices.-^'DihomzTis reafons for 
this pra3ice. — Idea, of the Deity., 

S N EL G R A V^E purfiies his account, to this efFe<a. Juft^ 
as we had dined, the Lord of Jaquin's brother arrived, in fuch 
a fright, as had changed his colour from black to tawny, and 
deprived him, for Ibme time, of the power of fpeech. It was 
occaiioned by his having juft met the unfortunate vidtims^ 
whom the King had chofen out, that morning, on their way 
to the place of execution. Their &te, their cries, and la* 
mentations^ the dreadful idea of their being devoured by their 
murderers, filled his mind with horrors ; and raifed in it fuch 
appreheniions, for his own fafety,. a» all our arguments could 
not remove. The King had not yet admitted him to audience ; 
he conftrued this as an evil omen ;, he therefore begged the pro- 
te^on of our tent, which he confidered as more likely to afibrd 
him fecarity than his own ^ and we granted this requcft, with- 
out. hefitation.. 

Of 
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Of this ceremony, curiofity, getting the better of our feeling^i 
impelled the Dutch captain^ and myfelf, to become fpe£tators ; 
9nd having/ by our interpreter, obtained of the priefls the ne- 
eeflary pcrmiffion, we went with him to the place where the 
£icriiice8 were to be performed^ which was about a quarter of 
a mile from the camp. Great numbers of people were aiTem* 
bled on the occafion ; and our guards, making way for us^ 
through the crowd, brought us near to four fmall ftages, eredted 
about five feet from the ground ; at the fide of one of which 
we took our ftand, in a fituation, whence we could plainly fee 
all that pafied^. 

The firft vi£tim was a comely old man, between fifty and 
fixty years of age. His hands were tied behind him. In his 
behaviour, he ihewed a brave and undaunted mind, without 
any femblance of fear. He was brought to the fide of one of 
the ftages, and ftanding upright, a Feti(her, or prieft, laid his 
hand on bis head» repeating fome words of confecration, which 
tailed about two minutes : after which^ he made the fign to a 
man, that ftood behind the prifoner, with a broad fvvord; 
who immediately,., at one blow, fevered his head from his 
body. . 



The rabble, on this, gave a great fliout. The attendants 
threw up the head on the ftage; and the body, after having 
lain a little while on the ground, that the blood might drain 
from it, was carried away by flaves, . and thrown on a fpot 
adjoining to the camp. It was here the linguift told them, 
how the dififerent parts of the vidim were appropriated. The 
Uood,. it feems, they devoted to the Fetifche, or God;.thQ 

head. 
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ihcai belonged to the king;* and the body was for the common 
people : by which Snclgrave undcrftood, that it was given chem 
for the purpofe of eatings and in which idea he fcems coo- 
fifoied by the feguel. 

As all this may appear to be the efieft of favage nature, in its 
Jow^fty or mod uncultivated ftate ; we have only to toro our 
^yes towards the other fide of the Atlantic, and behold what 
was tranfadl^d in the qaoft polifhed of any natien that the Eu^ 
j-opeans have difcovered. At Mexico, after having coUe&ed 
Juch a number of captives, as they confidered worthy the ac- 
ceptance of their deity, and which often amounted to many 
:thourandS, they difpofed them in long files, unbound ; at the 
fhead of each of which, a prieft placed himfelf» after having 
(hewn to every one of then) an idol, which he held in his hand, 
as their god. They then proceeded to different lofty altars i 
amongfl: which, that in the great temple was near 80 feet high, 
.and 40 feet fquare, at top. Thefe they afcended by ftrait, and 
almoft perpendicular flights of flairs. When at the top, four 
prlefts, fei^ing one of the ;vi<Stims by the hands and feet, whilft 
a fifth put the ioilrument of ftrangulation, a wooden collar, in 
.the form of a fnake^ round his neck, to prevent his cries, they 

lifted 

* The heads of vidims, or thofe killed in battle^ were preferved for different 
purpofes, in many countries. Trudo feems to have made fomediftindioos 
the heads taken in the war with Ardra, he ftuck round the walls of his two 
palaces, at Abomcy, to the number of about thirty thoufand. With thofe of the 
facrificed Dabomans, and Tuffooi, he intended to build a monument of either 
bis piety or victory. In the Mexican cemetery, the Spaniards counted abpve 
X36 thoufand, ftuck in the walls ; befides thofe formed into Columns, and 
other devices.' V« Lambe*s Lettei^ in Smith's Voyage, p, iji. Snelpravt^ 
f. 38. Purchase Pilgrims, p. 99i» 
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]iked him up^ and threw him forcibly dcrofs the ridge of a iri^ 
angular fionc; when, probably, his back was broken. His- 
breaftj^ by this violence,, was thruft into a proper pofition to 
meet the knife of the principal facrificer, or chief prieft ; which 
he immediately cut open, and, with his right hand haftily tore 
•ut the yidtim's heart, holding it iirft up to the fun ; then^ 
rubbing it, all bloody, over the face c^ the idol, that he had 
brought with him. At this fignal, the four prieft^ threw the 
Ikxiy down the flight of fteps ; to the bottom of which, it was 
genefaUy precipitated in a moment. All the captives being 
treated thus, the bodies were afligned, by the priefts, to thofe 
that had taken them in war: who diftributed them amongfl 
their friends^, and- they were eaten folemnly. * 

Here we find cruelty to have increafed, with refinement.- 
And it would be happy, if nations that boafl: of a much higher 
degree of cultivation, could free themfelves from the like cen- 
fere; efpecially when they have fufiered blind zeal, and fuper- 
ilition, to hold the place of reafbn and religion. 

The author goes on to inform us, that he faw many more of 
the prifoners facrificed, in the fame lamentable manner : that 
the men went to the fide of the ftages^ bold and unconcerned ; 
but that the cries of the poor women and children were 
very moving. The fccne fo far affeded his companion, the - 
Dutch captain, that, like the Jaquin juft mentioned, he ex- 
^refied his perfonal apprehenfions, from a fuperftition fo favage 
and cruel I allcdging, that if, in the fit of cnthufiafin, it 
fhould fuggeft,. that white men were more acceptable offerings 

to 

♦ V.^Hcrrara, Decade 3, c. 16.- Prcvoft Voyages, Tom.^ii. p*546*' 
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to the Fetifche, than thofe of their own colour, it might bring 
both the curious Europeans into the moil imminent danger :' a 
notion by no means unreafonable ; and which induced them to 
withdraw, as foon as they decently could. Captain Snelgrave, 
mean while, putting on a good face, entered into converfation 
with fomeof the caboceers and officers ; wlio, in general, excufed 
this cruel exhibition, as the cuftom of the country : one of the 
commanders obferving, that they had conftantly, after any 
conqueft, offered to their god a certain number of CAptives ; that 
thefe were always chofen out of the prifohers, by the king him- 
felf ; that, were this omitted, no more fuccefs would attend 
them; and that their conquefts, made within a few yeirs, 
without any defeat, fliewcd fuch offerings to be both neceffary 
and ufefuL His arguments were equally ready, in defence of 
facrificing old or young : the former, he faid, were too cun- 
ning to fpare, and too old for market ; the latter, being in this 
in fiance, defigned to attend, in the other world, on thofe whom 
the Tuffoes hadHain, it was proper they (hould be young, and fit 
/or fuch fervice.. Looking on this as a rude notion of a future 
.flate, Snelgrave ventured to afk him, what opinion the Daho- 
mans held, concerning their God. From the anfwer, though 
naturally imperfedt and confufed, he could colled, that they 
efteemed him as a fort of Guardian Angel, fubordinate to fome 
other God. *^ Perhaps," faid the officer, *• that God may be 
*^ yours, who has communicated fo many extraordinary things 
*' to white men, as Mr. Lambe has told me ; but as that God 
*^ has not been pleafed to make himfelf known to us, we mufl; 
<* be fatisfied with this we worfhip." 

Having flood by the ftages, near two hours ; tired with this 
horrible place^ and fight ; and perceiving the mob grow fome* 

what 



J 



4 



HISTORYOFDAHOMV. 4« 

what thinner, on the fide where they flood, the two travellers 
took the opportunity of returning to their tent ; their guard ftill 
clearing the way before them. In the evening they walked out, 
to vifit the officer juft mentioned; and, in their way, pafTed 
by the place where the facrificed bodies were thrown. There 
were two great heaps of them, confifling, as they were told, of 
the remains of four hundred perfons. Next morning thefe were 
all vanifhcd ; having been, in the night, as the interpreter told 
them, folemnly eaten by the Dahomans, This accouat, whether 
true or falfe, is one part of the evidence, on which Snelgrave 
founds his opinion, mentioned in a former chapter ; and which, 
probably, was fupported by his knowledge of the manner in 
which the bodies of flaves are treated, in feveral parts of the 
coafl ; where, if not eaten, as above, burial is denied them, 
and they are left to rot above ground, or to be devoured by 
the vultures, or wild beafls, * 

Snelgrave, though a fpeftator^ has given but an imperfedl 
account of this facrifice ; and, very probably, his mind was as 
much agitated, by his critical fituation, as that of the Dutch 
captain ; elfe he might have informed us of what was doing, at 
the other three flages : at each of which, in all probability, the 

fame 

* '* As to the burial of flaves, in fome parts it is not allowed them ; but their 
bodies are caft out into by-places, there to rot away, or be devoured by wild 
beads : but at thofe parts of the coafl*, where they are kinder to their flaves, in 
this particular, they throw eighteen or twenty inches depth of earth over them." 
Barbot^ p« 283, Churchill's edition. 

There is no evidence of extraordinary kindnefs, in the Dahomans, towards 
their prifoners ; on the contrary, we (hall find, in the courfe of this work, fe- 
veral inftances of burials being refufed to their own people. J. F. 

G 
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fame fcene was tranfadting, as at that where thty pkced them-^ 
fclves : for one pricft could not have perfofmed the neceflarj: 
rites over 400 hundred victims, in an afternoon ; unlefs he de- 
voted feveral at a time, which, it feems, was not the cafe. 
The people's eflimation of the number really dcftfoyed, could 
not be very erroneous ; which allows us the liberty of conjec- 
ture, as to the manner : and we cannot form any onfe fo natural, 
as that feveral fetifchers at once were employed on the iame 
buiinefs, in different quarters.* 

It is time to turn our eyes from a fcene of fo much horror r 
which we willingly quit, with this obfervation : that he would 
be eftecmed as both a wife and happy man, who could prevent 
the appearance of fuch another, on the human ftage : whether 
by the afcehdancy of right reafon, or by wifely playing off 
one ardent paffion againft another. 

It was about this time that Captain Snelgrave became ac- 
quainted with the Portuguefe Mulatto formerly mentioned. 
He had lived with the King, ever fince the time of the Ardra 
war ; who had given him a houfe, and a handfome maintenance, 
together with one of thofe phoenomena, fometimes met with 
on the coafl, a white negro, -f* if I may life the expreffion, as 

a 

* The fame reafoning holds, refpedling the numerous vidiiris facrificfed^ 
at one time, in Mexico. Herrara fays, they were not only flain on the great 
altar, but in the cemetery, or place where they referved the htfad^. In all 
probability, on extraordinary occafions, temporary altars were ereded, round 
the great one, and in feveral parts of the city : elfe, how can we account for 
near 70,000 perfons being offered up, in the fpace of four days ? — J. F. Vice 
z\io Prevojiy Vol. xii. p. 540. 

f They are fo called from having the features and wool of the negroes, with 
a white, or pale colour* The accounts that travellers have given of thefe 

people 
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a wife. . As he fpoke the language, and was acquainted with 
the manners of the people, he was of no fmall ufe to our tra« 
veller, in the regulation of his conduft, as well as in affording 
him feveral valuable anecdotes: it was from him that he ob* 
tained an account of the Eyeo war, as related in a^ former 
chapter. 



CHAP. Villi 

Commercial regulations adjujied. — Story of Buliinch Lambe, 
— of Prince Tomo, and other impoJiors.^^^Kin^s wajhitig 
time^ — Fetifche-^. ^-^Army exerctfed^ — Mulcys. •— Sncl- 
grave'jr return to Jaquin. 

Vy U R author now obtained an audience of the King, for the 
purpofe of adjufting the regulations and duties, in their com«- 
mercial intercourfe; where he had the opportunity of behold- 
ing him in another and much more amiable point of view* 
For, though confcious of his own incompetency, he had left 

G 2 his 

people, which feem to be only a kind of lujus Natura^ have caufed fome of 
our geographers to a^ert the exiftence of a nation of the fame colour, in the 
inland parts. Atk^ins fays, at Sefihos^he faw a man of this kind, who tokl him 
he came from a great diftance, where there were more ^ Captain B. Lambe, 
that he had feen feveral \ Mr. Thompfon, that he had feen fuch at Angola, and 
at Madagafcar ; and feveral have been exhibited in England. But all this 
gives no warrant for the exiftence of fuch a nation.'*— J*F. et vide Aikins'% Voy* 
p. 67. 
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his part of this bufinefs to a Caboccer, who had refided a on 
time at Whydah, in the capacity of one of his agents, and was 
well acquainted with the fubjed: ; yet, when any difference or 
diiBcuIty arofe, he interfered, as a moderator, with no lefs 
intelligence than poHtenefs. 

When Zunglar, fo was the agent called, had afked fuch du- 
ties as occafioned fome demur, Trudo no fooner underftood the 
caufe, than he told Snelgrave, ** that though, as a conqueror, 
*' he could eftablifli what impofts he pleafed, yet, as he was 
** the firft Engliih captain with whom he had treated on af- 
*' fairs of commerce, he would indulge him like a young bride, 
" who, at firft, muft be denied nothing." Accordingly he 
defircd him to name the duties he thought reafonable -, which 
having done, the King readily accepted of them, though they 
amounted to no rnore than the half of what had been lately paid 
to the conquered nation. * 

After much conference, having adjufted the bufinefs to mutual, 
fatisfadtion, his Majefty fell into difcourfe with our Captain, on 
feveral fubjedts. He complained much, that Lambe, the perfon 
mentioned before, though he had made him great prefents at 
parting, and had his folemn promifc that he would return 
fhortly, had never kept his word. The author here adds, that 
Lambe took with him, by the King's order, a. black man, called 
Tom, a native of Jaquinj who alfo was made prifoner, at the 
taking of Ardra. This fellow, who fpoke good Englifh, was 
defired to obfcrve if what Lambe had faid of our King, cuftoms, 

and 

* The imprfitions, both at Ardra and Whydah, are loudly complained of, 
by moft of the writers about this time. V, PhiiiipSy 227 ; Bcfmany239y B^^^^^%^ 
128 i ^tkinsy iji; and Sne^grave^ feveral places* 
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and manner of living, were true* But Lambe, glad of getting 
out of the clutches in which he had been fo long detained, 
went diredly to Barbadoes, fold the flaves that had been given 
him, and at length fold Tom himfelf to a gentleman in Mary- 
land. However, hearing at Antigua, in 1728, what our author 
had faid about him, and that the King had promifed to give 
him a (hip-load of flaves, if he returned in any time 5 he went 
to Maryland ; perfuaded Tom's mafter to give him up ; and 
brought him to England, in 173 1. 

Coming to our authors houfe, to aflc the particulars of what 
he had heard at Antigua, and to requeft his advice on the pro- 
priety of returning to Dahomy, he was told it was to be feared 
that, five years, or more, being now elapfed, it would be too late. 
The next news he heard of him was, that he had delivered a 
letter to King George IF, as from the King of Dahomy ; and 
had trumped up Tom into the character of his ambaflador ; 
giving him the founding title of Prince Adomo Oroonoko Tomo ; 
under which title he was generally received ^ and feveral plays 
were performed for the exprefs entertainment of his black 
highnefs : a farce that probably might have continued much 
longer, but that Captain Snelgrave, with fome trouble, effaced 
the impreflions that had been made on the Englifh credulity. 
Lambe's letter was referred to the Lords of Trade, who declared, 
it to be fuppofititious; and Prince Tom was ftiortly after fent 
back to his own country, where he followed the employment 
of an interpreter ; and where, no doubt, he made an advan- 
tageous report of the fagacity and penetration of our country- 
men. 

This. 
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This IS neither the firft, nor the laft impofition, of the klndj^ 
put upon honeft John Bull, We have had fuch black princes 
in abundance. People from any remote part of the world, that 
wifh to carry on the bufinefs of impofture here, never fail of 
finding knaves or fools to affift them. Befides the famous Pfal- 
xnanaazar, it is not out of memory, that in London an Indian 
bazar fervant * had aflumed, with fuccefs, the character of a great 
man in his own country, and was on the point of being employed 
very ferioufly ; but that his mailer, from whom he had been 
difmiffed for his roguery, dctedlcd him. At China, fomc time 
ago, a fellow of that country was about to be bamboo'd, for 
having the impudence to afTert, that he had been introduced at 
our Court : which, to the fhame of thofe who introduced him, 
was however found to be but too true. Nor have our neigh- 
bours efcaped ; the French have been full as grofsly impofed 
upon, in more inftances than one ; particularly^ in the begin- 
ning of the prefent century, when Lewis Hannibal, no lefs than 
a King on the Gold Coaft ! +. was Daptized at Paris, by the fa- 
mous Bifliop of Meaux, Louis XIV, ftanding godfather. Car- 
dinal Noaillcs,' fhortly after, adminiftered the facrament to him: 
and he was conveyed ^pme by t\yo or three men of war, with 
feveral rich prefents : when behold, on his arrival, he proved 
to be a Slave of one of the Caboccers of Affinee, that the French 
had flolen oiF the coaft, and, finding to be a lad of genius, had 
trought with them to France, where he fet up the pretence of 
being the prince or king of Affinee, 

After a great deal of converfation, which lafted till near 
nine o'clock, the vifitors were told the King's wafhing time was 

come; 

^ A fervant belonging to a (hop in the public market, 

f Eurcpean Mercury^ 1701. This paper called him the King of Syria on 
the Gold Coaft, inftead of Affinee. Vide alfo Bofman^ 394. 
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come y therefore, having firft defired permiflion to return to 
Jaquin on the next day, they rofe and thanked his majefty 
for all the goodnefs and condefcenfion he had fhewfi towards- 
them ; praying that God would blefs him with length of days^ 
for the happinefs of his own country, and that of the Eu-- 
ropeans, who fhould come to it. The King returned his thanks 
for their good wifhes, promifing to difpatchthem according to- 
their dcfire ; on which they paid their refpc<5ls, and parted* 

Next morning, cxpedling an audience of leave, they were 
difappointed ; for it happened to be the King's Fetifche-day, oiv. 
which, it feems, he receives no company. But a polite mef- 
fagc was brought, informing them they were at liberty to depart 
when they pleafed. This congee was accompanied by prefents 
of ilaves, cattle, and provifions to the vifitors ; and cloaths and 
money to their fervants \ which put them all iiito a very good 
humour. 

In the afternoon the reft of the army from Tuffbe returned.. 
The author, and his companions, faw them perform the cere- 
mony of pafEng the King's gate, and go through their exer- 
cife. They confifted of about 3000 regular troops, armed with 
mufquets, cutting fwords, and (hields. They were divided into> 
companies ; each having their proper officers and colours.. 
Their marching was in a much more regular order than our 
author had ever feeft before, even amongft the Gold Coaft ne- 
groes I who .were always cfteemed, by the Europeans,, as the. 
beft foldiers on the coaih 

As they paffed the King's gate, every foldier proftrated him- 
lelf„ kiflcd the ground, and fprung up again with furprizing. 

agility y 
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agility ; then they went through their exercife, in the area before 
the gAte, v/hich employed them nearly two hours ; and wherein 
they fired at leaft 20 rounds of fmall arms : the whole being 
fo well conduded as to afford much fatisfadion to our author 
and his company, as well as, in all appearance, to the innumera- 
ble fpedtators. Their exercife being ended, the foldiers were 
ordered to their quarter of the camp. 

This army was followed by a rabble of ten thoufand, at leaft; 
carrying baggiige, provifions, dead men's heads, &c. with abun- 
dance of boys, bearing the foldiers (hields, as was the ancient 
cuftom, and which long prevailed in Europe. The linguift told 
the travellers, that the King allowed each foldier one of thefe 
boys, at the public charge ; who, thus brought up in the army, 
in time proved an excellent recruit, when wanted. From this 
ftroke of policy it is eafy to judge of Trudo's genius for war, 
as well as of the means whereby he obtained fuch great and eafy 
victories. 

In the evening, going to take their leave of the great captain, 
they found in his tent two of the Muley or Malayc people, of 
which there were about 40, at that time, in the camp. They 
were black ; drefled in long gowns, with a kind of turban on 
their heads, and fandals on their feet. The interpreter told 
Captain Snelgrave, that they belonged to a nation far inland, 
bordering on the Moors ; * had been taken in different wars, 

as 

* This is the moft accurate account of any given by the preceding writers ; 
fome of whom fupppofed them, from the name, to be natives of Malacca. It 
feems probable that Guinea is indebted to thefe wandering Mahometans, for 
many of its cuftoms ; and Europe, for the knowledge of the inland coun- 
tries. J. F. 
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as they were trading from one country to another; and were, 
like the white men, poflefled of the art of writing. The King 
treated them kindly; in return for which, they dyed goat and 
iheep's flcins of divers colours ; out of which, amongft other 
trfes, cartouch boxes, and powder bc^gs,. were made for the ioL- 
diers. The author wae deiirous: of converiing with them, but 
was informed it wouhl give ofi^nce- to the great captain:. Know** 
ing the jealoufy of all the negroes, in like cafes, he defifted ; * 
and having paid his vifit, returned to^ his tent. Next morning, 
himfblf, and his companions,, who had all completed their bu- 
finefs at Ardra^ to their fatisfadion,. fet off about nine o'clock; 
and the fervants,. glad of getting from the place where they had 
beheld fiich horrorsi, trotted with them,, at fuch a pace, that 
they reached Jaquin at five in the after nooa of the fame day. 

We now take leave of our traveller ; who, notwithftanding 
his Journey, and all the methods he could ufe, fouiod gceat dif- 
ficiJties, from the roguery of the Jaquins^ before he could get 
his loading ; afid turn our eyes towards the conquered nation* 
which we have fo loDg n^glei^ed. 

« . ■ 

* It is this jealoufy that has flopped theprogrefs of all the European inquirers 
into the geography and hiftory of this part of Africa j ahd whieh will'probably 
remain an infopcrable ottRruAion to if, for many agc*r, urilcft we cotrld enr- 
ploy tbcfe-Moorl ex Malajrts, if found adequate to the taik, and willing ta uil* 
dertalce it* They feei» to^ be the only people who have a pafl par-tou^^ and who 
travel much farther than the Caravans. The Malayes, here, are detained, as 
bcfng prifoners of war ; but traders would not be under fuch reftriSions, as we 
may fee by comparing the treatment of Lambe, with that of other white peo« 
pit— J. F. 
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C H A P. IX. 

Di/irefs of the Whydahs. — Ofluc driven back to the ijhnds. — 
Eyeos interfere. — Dahomans fly. — TcftefoleV conduSt.^^ 
Wbydah'j fecond attempt'— without fuccefi. 

The WTiydahs thus difperfed, and in the grcateft diftrefs, 
their King fent ambafladors to Dahomy, to offer his fubjedion ; 
but Trudo rejeifled his offer, under pretence that his conqueft 
could not be fecure, whilft that monarch was alive : giving 
them at the fame time to underftand, that the furrender of their 
King was the only means whereby they coi^ld hope to be reftored 
to their country, 

9 

But their loyalty was fuperior to every temptation ; they pre- 
ferred wretchednefs to treachery ; and were content to drag on 
a miferable exigence, till an occafion fhould offer, to recover 
by exertion, what their apathy had loft. They had fled, at the 
firft onfet, in multitudes, to the iflands near Great Popo; 
and the conqueror, by keeping up a confiderable army in Why- 
dah, had' prevented their return to their own kingdom. * They 
continued in thofe receffes till they were reduced to the utmoft 
extremity, and obliged to fell their Servants, and even their 

children, 

* Snelgravif p. 86, fays, <* About May, 1729, he permitted a great number 
of the common people to return, and they began to build houfes near the 
£ngli(h and French forts ;'* but of thefe no mention is afterwards made. Per- 
haps this permiffion is confounded with the following tranfa£lion of Ofliie and 
bis people.— J. F. 
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childreOf to purchafe fubiiftence from the neighbouring Po- 
poes* 

• 

In this ftatc they remained feveral months ; when the Da- 
homan army, at Xavier« beipg confiderably diminifhed^ one of 
the King of Whydah's great captains, who was called Ofue,* 
left the iilands, and attempted to make a fettlement, under the 
protection of the French Fort, about four miles from Xavier ; 
but the Dahomans coming againfl: them, they took fhelter in 
the French fort, which, in the aflault, was blown up, and many 
of the blacks periflied. The French governor, together with 
Oflue, and fome others, made their efcape to the Englifh fort, 
where they were received and protected. Oflue, and feveral of 
the men, got fafe over to their iiland ; but the women and chiU 
dren fell into the hands of the Dahomans^ who fold many of 
them to the (hips then in the road. 

The Dahomans expoftulated with the English on their inter- 
ference ; and on being told by Governor Wilfon it proceeded 
from their fudden aflault on the French, his neighbours, which 
he confidered as the common caufe of all the European fettlers, 
they difcovered a fcene of treachery in the French governor 
that was (hocking to hear, though it appeared, in fpite of his 
proteftations to the contrary, to be but too true* They aflirmed, 
that after having received Oflue and his followers under his pro- 
tedion, he had fent, by a French furgcon then at the court, to 
invite the Dahomans down to deftroy them, promiflng that he 

H 2 would 

* Oflue, or Aflue, was a notable caboceer at Whydab, when Du Marchais 
n^as tbere, in 1725. V« Pnvoft^ Vol. iii. p. 473. And the ifland where he 
and the King refided, I find, in fome MSS* Sea Journals of 1736^ was callc4 
Oflue, or Aflue's Ifland.— J. F. 
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would not afford them any protedtton ; diat^from finding he had 
aded fo contrary to his promife, and not from any quarrel with 
his nation, or any of the whites, they had proceeded in this 
manner. Trudo fent a meffage, upbraiding the French ^vernor 
with his perfidy, but at the fame time acquainting him, diat 
having no quarrel with his nation, he would gtire orders to re- 
pair the fort, if he required it ; but if he liked it better, ht 
was at liberty to -depart, with all his countrymen, whither they 
p4ea(bd. This governor afterwards met wkh a fevere reward' 
f6r his duplicity, being murdered by the people he had ib scbufed 
atid injured. 

After this diiafter, the Whydahs found means to lay their 
iituatioa before the Kiqg of £}reo, and to implore his afliftance* 
This, added to the in (lances of feveral fugitive princes, theii 
at the Eyeo court, whofe fathers had been difpofleiTed of their 
kingdoms, and afterwards flain by the Dahomans, at length 
produced the wilhed-'for effect. A great army was raifed with 
d\l expedition, and ordered to make a feoond dofoent on Daho- 
my, * This htws, nolefs fatal than unexpe&ed, having reached 
the ears of Trudo, he found there was not a momeot to be loft. 
His former plan of flying to the fea coaAs^ he judged now to be 
ine^pedieifrt ; as the Whydiahs, and their neighboors, who at 
length had found the neceflity of a firm aUknoe agiufift «he 
common enefzvy, wereready to give him >great annoyance ift fttch 
a fitufttion-« 

He therefore refolved to hury his riches, burn his towns, and 
fly into the woods and thickets with his people.-f* This he im- 
mediately 

^ About the midtlle of .the year 1728. 

M* ^Smi^av4^ \vu Tiif9, it leetm, is e^«oltiaio& ^thiffg #itk tbt-t^lades, in 

fuch a fituation* 
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mediately put in execution ; butt Appragah, and his adhcrcntar, 
of whom tnefUion was formerly made, not getting fo foon into 
motion, wene overtaken by the Eyeos, and many of them made 
prifoners ; all the treafure of Appragah was feized > and it was 
not without 4ii(!iculty that himfblf efcaped, attended by only a 
few fervantB* 

The enemy, difappointed in their principal aim, fought the 
Dalhomans in their retreats, and deftroyed many of them ; pur- 
fuing up *thc reft fo clofely, that they were reduced to the ut- 
moft nccdflity : "* but they bore thefc hardfliips with patience, 
knowing that the rainy feafon^-f* and want of forage, would foon 
drive away their enemies ; which happened accordingly : for,, 
about the beginning of May, the Eyeos decamped, and left 
tbt Dahomans to rebuild, ^r rather repair, their towfts and 
villages, { from which ^y had now been driven ieveral 
months* 

Whilft Dahomy eirpericnced this calamity, various reports 
prevailed coneermng the King. Some affirmed that he was 
killed ; others, -that he was fo reduced as never to be able to^ 
flifturb his neighbours again 5 "and many more teemed with cir- 

eumftanees^ 

^ Snelgrave fays they were obliged to eat many of their fliavcs, p. I22# 

\ The rairiy f^fon begins about the middle of May, and lafts to the begin- 
ning 6f A>itg4ift. It is vtry malignant to both Slacks and white. The rains fall 
more Wee fomtitins than drops, and as tot as if 'wafmed over the fire. PUlUpi^ 
p«2ij. Churchill's edition. 

4 The houfes being built of mud or clay, were not much hurt by the fire;. 
it was principally the bamboo rafters, and the thatch that covered them, which^ 
they had to repair. — J«. F.. 
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cumftances equally to his difadvantage ; towards all which re- 
ports belief kept pace with defire : for ilnce the Dahomans had 
been in poiTeflion of the fouthern kingdoms, in fpite of all the 
promifes made to the feyeral white men belonging to the fado- 
ries, and notwithftanding all the labours of Snelgrave, trade had 
gone but flowly and irregularly forward ; Trudo aiming more 
at conqueft, and at ftriking terror into his enemies, by the num- 
bers of his captives facrificed, than at the advantage ufually 
ixiade of them. This caufed the Fadlories to wi(h for the re- 
e(labli(hment of the Whydahs, who, though they had been 
exorbitant in their impofts, had been at once the moft com- 
mercial, as well as the moft civilized and polite people, on the 
whole coaft. It is therefore no wonder, under thefe confidera- 
tions, that Tejlefole^ the EngliOi governor, a hot and unthinking 
man, fhould eagerly invite the King of Whydah to leave his barren 
ifland, and come, with all hk people, once more to take pof- 
feflion of his kingdom. The Monarch, whofe ears were not 
fhut to fuch a propofition^ and who had now learned courage in 
the fchool of Adveriity, unwieldy as he was, marched into 
Whydah,* at the head of an army of fifteen thoufand men, of 
which fome thoufands were Popoes, whofe afliflance he had 
acquired. With thefe he encamped under the French and Engli(h 
forts, where he remained a confiderable time before the King of 
Dahomy was acquainted with the trania&ion. 

For the army of obfervation, formerly kept at Xavier, having 
been recalled on the Eyeo invafion, and the Dahomans being 
now employed in the repairs of their different towns, fcarce 
thought of any other matter. Befides, they had too mean an 

opinion 

* About Auguft, 1729. 
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Opinion of the fpirit of the Whydahs, to think them capable of 
any exertion ; and it was not till having nearly finifhed their work, 
and fending down a parcel of flaves to the forts> to purchafe 
fuch European goods as probably th^y were in want of, that they 
found thofe forts furrounded with an army of Whydahs* 

Amazed at this, they quickly returned, and informed their 
mafter of what they had fecn. The King was ftruck with the 
news. The number of his foldiers had been greatly reduced 
by the Eyeos ; he had lately fent an army again ft fome of the 
inland countries ; fo that he might have reafonably been excufed, 
had he confidered his remaining troops as infufHcient to attack 
the combined force of Whydah and Popo. But Trudo, equally 
politic as brare, and who had before experienced the timidity of 
OQe part of his enemies, thought the very appearance of number 
would be fufficient to put them to flight ; the other he knew he 
was ftill more than able to cope withal : he thereupon fpeedily 
collected together his remaining troops, forming with them the 
vanguard of his army. The rear he compofed of a great 
number of women, armed like foldiers, having their proper 
officers, and furniflied like regular troops, with drums, colours, 
and umbrellas, making at a diftance a very formidable appear* 
ance. With thefe he marched againft the combined armies ^ 
who, furprifed at the appearance of fuch a force, when they 
cxpedled the Dahomans were quite reduced, began to debate on 
the propriety of a retreat. Oflue and the Popocs determined 
to ftand their ground ; and the King encouraged his part to do 
the like. The battle begun, Offae, and the Popo generalj 
attacked the Dahonaan right wing with fo much vigour, that 
they drove them for fome time before them ; but the troops 
under the Whydah King gave way at the firft onfet^ and fled, 

not- 
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DotwithiTanding all the efforts of their leader, who wounded 
fcveral of them with* his lance in their flight* The Dahomans^ 
feeing thi8> rallied ; and, in their turnt attacking the rear of 
OnUe's troops, put them and the Popoes to the rout« The 
King took refuge in the Englifli fort, whenoe,! by the connivance 
of Tejlefolep he cfcaped in the night to his former afylum* 



CHAP. X, 



Trndorecruifs his army.-^AccuJid of impolity dnct perfidy^ — Tcf- 
tcfolc'j rajhnefs and punijhment. — Trudb makes peace with the 
Eycos,— Mahee war.^^tts confiqueftces. 

Tr U D O was not unacquainted with the part which the Ga- 
vernor had played on this occafion, and highly refented it; 
but difguifing his feelings for the prefent^ and leaving a foiall 
army at Xavicr, he repaired to Abomey. Here a numerous 
banditti of aU the furrounding nations refortiog to him, he 
found himfclf, in a few months, as ftrong and powerful as be- 
fore the Eyeo war. This however was a very impolitic way 
of recruiting his forces, when he had one (b much better in 
his power : for this Prince, however fagacious in other refpefis, 
liad never once thoi^ht that increafe of dominions, without an 
incrcafe of people, weakens inftead of adding ftrcngth to a king- 
dom I nor that a nation, however nuoierous, may be io difperfed 
over a large territory, as to be unable to defend any part of it. 

Inftcad 
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'Infteatl af conciliating the afFeftions of the conquered, and adding 
them to the number of his people, he thought of nottiing but 
their dcftru<ftion ; by which means he drove into other countries, 
fecured from his invafions, fome hundreds of thoufands of va- 
luable fubjeds> whofe places he was now obliged to fupply with 
the refufe and outcafts of every nation. 

Nay, fo eager was he for the deftrudtion of thofe, on v^hofc 
pofTeflions he had feized^ that he fometimes added falfehood and 
treachery to his other means of accompli(hing it. He gave his 
word to a number of the people of Ardra, that on payment of 
a imall tribute they fhould have leave to return to the quiet en-» 
jo)rment of their own country. On the faith of this many 
thoufands affcually returned^ built houfes^ cultivated lands, and 
were purfuing all the arts of peace, when the DahomanSi fud* 
denly falling upon them^ killed^ or made captive, all who could 
not efcape by flight : an aAion equally impolitic, unjuft^ arid 
cruel ; which did more hurt to Trudo's affairs than all that had 
Seen done them by hia enemies ; and tarnifhed all the glories 
of his conquefls. 

It was from this impolitic condud, of deftroying the nations 
he fubdued^ that the European trade, which feemed in Trudo 
to be a collateral obje<^ with conquefl itiblf^ gradually fell off,* 
{o that the fhips were detained on the coafls till the patience of 
both governors and traders was exhaufled. Tefiefo/e was fo 
far exafperated at this, together with the behaviour of the Da- 
iioman traders^ which was in general very infolent, that he 
took every opportunity of teflifying his difplcafure. He treated 
any of them that came to the fort very roughly.; caufed one of 

I their 

• Sndgravi^ p. 136. 
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their principal men to be whipped at the flag-fhtfi; telling him^ 
when he complained of this great indignity, that he would 
ferve his King in the fame manner, if he had him in his powers 
This foolifh conduffc, added to his former interference, loft him 
his life ; for Trudo, highly offended, caufed him to be watched, 
and taken by furprize : he was fent, bound hands and feet, to 
the King, who would not fee him ; but delivering him into the 
hands of fome about him, they cajoled him out of a quantity of 
goods, under pretence of ranfom, and then put him to death in 
a moft cruel manner. * When this outrage was complained of; 
Trudo cunningly excufed himfelf, by faying ** he gave no orders 
*^ for his death y he only defired fome of his principal people 
♦* to carry him ta Xavier, where they might do with him what 
** they pleafed ; but he little thought they would have ufed a 
^^ white gentleman in fuch a manner.*' Notwithftanding this 
aflertion, it is very plain that his officers knew his mind ; for^ 
though he was earneflly requefled to enquire after, and punifh 
the offenders, no fuch flep was ever taken : he only obfcrved,. 
vpon another occafion, that what had been done to Te/iefo/e, 
his own imprudence had brought upon himfelf; and hoped the 
African Company would £bnd a fitter perfon to govern their 
fort in future. 

About this time, being apprehenfive of another very dif- 
agreeable vifit from the Eyebs, as foon as the feafon would. 

permit 

* Snelgpove fajrs, that having faftened him to flakefr fixed in the ground^, 
with his face to the earth, they cut open his arms, back, thighs, and legjs, 4a 
feveral places, filling the wounds with a mixture of fait, pepper, and lime« 
juice J in which torment, after he had remained fome time, they cut ofF* his 
head, divided his body in pieces, broiled them on the coals, and ate them \ 
boafting to fome Portuguefe gentlemen, who upbraided them with.it, that £ng«> 
lifli beef was very good, Sn<L pu 133-4* 
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permit them to march ; to avert fuch deiign, and Ingratiate 
himfelf in the favour of their King, the Dahoman Monarch fent 
ambafladors to him, loaded with rich prefents, amongft which 
was one of his handfomeft daughters. Thefe were gracioufly re- 
ceived ; and the ambaiTadors having gained over fome of the 
grandees about the King, by prefcnts of large pieces of coral, 
Mrhich the Eyeos efteem above all things, they by thefe means 
obtained for their mafter a very advantageous peace ; which was 
fliortly after further confirmed by the arrival of one of the King 
of Eyeo's daughters, whom he fent to Trudo for a wife, and 
who was received with every dcmonftration of joy by the King 
^nd the whole nation. * 

The Dahomans, being thus delivered from their anxiety, found 
themfelves at liberty to purfue their other defigns ; and ac- 
cordingly direfted their force againft their neighbours, the Ma- 
hees,'f* which probably was the nation they were engaged with, 
at the time of the laft reduiSion of the Whydahs. We are not 
acquainted with the motives that brought on this war ; ;{: but we 
find that Trudo here was baffled by the fame contrivance which 
he had ufed in defending himfelf againft the Eyeos : for the 
Mahees, taking to their woods and mountains, fo annoyed and 
harrafled the Dahomans, that, on the approach of the rainy 
feafon, the whole army was difcontented, and murmuring to 

I 2 return 

* Smlgravif 135. 

t Sntlgravi calls them the Yahoos; but this is the now eflablifhed pronun- 
ciation. For an account of the Mahees, vide Poft. Life of Ahadee. Ch* 3. 

X Smlgravi fays, Trudo had fent an army into their country to take flaves ; 
h\ix the fequel does not feem to jufiify this interpretation of Trudo*s inteft* 
tioos. 
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return home. This unufual befa&vioor of his troops exafperatedl 
the 6ery and imi>atient ipirit of Trndo ; he upbraided tbeii^ 
pufiUanimity^ aad^, without any cereoMUiyy put Ibveral principali 
officers to death, for daring to meution a retreat. This fcverity,. 
though it fiipprefled their n^urmurSf did. not leiTen their dii^ 
coot en t : accordingly many defer tioos took place, of both £61^ 
diers and officers i but the rnc&, akrcniog was that of one of 
his fgnss who» with 400Q men^ fled to the King of Weem*/. *^ 

Trudo,. nothing difinayed, was determined on victory or 
death jl he accordingly anAouted his remaining troops^^ who^ 
following his example, fell on the Mahees with fuch ^irit^ as^^ 
drove them from their recefles, and put them to flight. It. 
w£is ihea that»^ coofiderii^ the fatigued fhtte of hi& army,, and « 
the ioconvenience of the preiibat £eafou« he contented hinielf*' 
with the victory obtained^ and decliicung farther purfait,eled^ 
his arm^y back to Dahomy^ 
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Difcentfiit of the Jaqoins. — Trudo V endeavours to reconcile ' 
them. — I'heir con/firacy ^^ and deJlruQim. — TrudoV death 
and cbaraBer. 

J A QJJ I N, after having been received under the protedtion of 
Dahomy, hoped to have had a flourifhing trade, anderen to' 
have engroffcd that of the whole coaft ; but finding Trudo's- 
ideas wholly employed on conqueft, and that the Dahomans 

aroucd 

* This probably was the eldeft fon Zingah^ who perhaps was deprived of the 
right of fucceifion on this account. Vide poft* Life of Ahadee, ch» u 
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sround thefti were as unfit for commerce as their maftcr, they 
became very difccmtented. Bcfides, learning by his treatment 
0f others^ bow little they could depend upon the promifes of 
their conqueror, they lived confmually on the alarm. Ac- 
cordingly they always kept a number of canoes ready to affifl 
their flight, in cafe of a fuddcn attack froto the Dahomans ; 
and even fent their wives and children, together with the moil 
valuable of their goods^ to an ifland on the fea-coaft, about teii 
leagues to the eaftward of Jaquin, under the protedtion of the 
King of Appah : ♦ whither they knew the enemy, from their 
fear of the water and ignortnce of navigation, would not fol- 
low f hem « 

Trudo did what he could to quiet their minds, but they were 
never long together fatrsfied with the Dahomans condud: ; and 
now reports being current, that the King's farce was conirderabfy 
reduced, and his remaining troops difafTedled, they thought it 
a proper time to fhake ofF the yoke. Accordingly, with the 
advice ^nd affiftMce of the Dutch governor. Mynheer Hertog^ 
they ftinred up the King d Wecmy, and other neighbouring 
princes, to join them, by reprefen ting' this great defign as equally 
important to them all ; promifing them, at the fame time, thc- 
rtecef&ry fupplies of arms and ammunition. 

Befides^having confidercd the advaatage of ftrong- holds, whi- 
ther on occafion the weakeft might retire, and check, or even; 
repel a fiiperior force ; the Jaqwins intended, under the dire£tion< 
of the Europeans, to conftrud: fortifications,, that fo nothing 

might 

• The kingdom of Appah reaches from this ifland as far as the bay of Benin. 
Snelgravff p. 82. 
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might be wanting to infurc fuccefs. But Trudo had timely in- 
timation of their intentions ^ and^ under pretence of an expeditioa 
into the inland countries^ quickly collected an army of fifteen 
thoufand men, which he put under the command of a faith- 
ful general, with public orders to march inland ; thefe he 
complied with till night, when, according to his iecret in- 
flru£tions« he fuddenly changed his courfe, and marched im* 
mediately to Jaquin, by the way of Whydah. 

They arrived at Jaquin about dinner-time, and, though fo 
numerous, had almoft entered the town before tHey were difco- 
vered. Under fo great a furprize and conftemation, it is no 
wonder at the confufion that followed. Slaughter and deftru£tion 
reigned every where ; even the canoes prepared for the purpofe 
of efcape, in this alarm were of little ufe ; for the Dahonuns 
fo fpread themfelves, as almoft every where to intercept the fu- 
gitives. It was with difficulty that the King, or Lord of Ja- 
quin, together with Hertog, and fome of the principal people, 
cfcaped to Appah, which was alfo the refuge of fuch of the. 
common people as could, by bravery or good fortune^ make 
their way to the water-fide. 

The flaughter and plunder that enfued may eafily be imagined, 
from what we have already feen of the Dahoman fpirit, Her^ 
tog loft all the riches of the faftory ; and the Lord of Jaqui% 
all that remained in his palace ; but what he nioft felt was the 
lofs of a much-beloved mother, who was in great efteem with 
the people in general, and of whofe fate he could never after- 
wards obtain information^ 



Nor 
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Nor was the fituation of the other Europeans found here, at 
this time, much better than that of Hertog, Their faftories 
were rifled ; themfelves made prifoners, and fent up to the 
King of Dahomy, at Ardra, forty or fifty miles, on foot, under 
a vertical fun, to the manifeft danger of their lives. Indeed 
that prince had little inducement to pay them any further re- 
gard, having been very ill treated by the whites, notwith* 
ilanding all his politenefs and attention to them ; yet, whea 
they complained to him of their hard treatment, and that they 
had had neither victuals nor refreihment fince they were made 
prifoners> he haftily went into an inner room, brought out a. 
hatchet, broke open a caflc of beef, taken amongft the plunder,, 
and ordered feveral pieces to be dreiTed for thenv immediately. 

As^this tranfa£tion was fb precipitate, fome of the Europeans. 
were much alarmed at the fight of the hatchet, and the feeming 
agitation of the King, thinking their lives were in danger; but 
they. were agreeably deceived: and though they remained fome 
time In captivity, yet, on the remonftrances of Mr, Dean, the 
Britiih governor at Whydah, they^ were all. at length releafed. 

This fecond conqueft. of Jaquin happened on the 2 2d of^ 
March, 1734^; fliortly after which Trudo fell ill, and fubmitted. 
to the univerial conqueror. The circumftances of his death 
are not handed down to us ; but we know that the fame of his 
great a(^ions continues to fill the minds of the people of Dahomy 
to this day. They not only revere his memory, but even fvvear 
by his name, as the moft folemn of all afTeverations. 

Trudo, confidered as a conqueror, fcems little inferior to 
any other of that clafs, which has fwoln the page of hiftory. 

Like 
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Like them he waded to glory, through an ocean of innocent 
blood i and like them experienced the viciflitudes of fortune. 
Yet he never once loil.his magnanimity^ nor wept, like Alex- 
ander, when his generals refufed to follow him : he knew how 
to enforce obedience ; and drove^ when he could not lead» them 
to conqqc(V. It is true, bred as the nation was to war, it fid* 
dom wanted fuch incitement. We (hall find, in the couric o£ 
this hiilory, inftances of an heroic fpirit that would do honour 
to any nation ; 3ret, when that fpirit flagged, Trudo was at hand 
to roufe it : and if he is accufed of want of feeling, it will be 
found to be a true belligerent inieniibili^» alike to his own ca- 
lamities, and thofe of other people. 

Though rigid to thofe who oppofed his arms, he was mild 
and generous to fuch a$ readily fubmitted to them ; witnefs his 
treatment of Appragah. His politenefs to the Europeans was 
exemplary; and which> in fpite of the injuries he received 
from a part of them, he honourably continued to the reft. 
From traces of fuch greatnefs of mini, we may joftly incline to 
believe, that, where his condti^t has appeared the moft reprchea« 
iible, it has arifen from our ignorance of his motives, which 
fhould be known to form a proper judgment of human 
adions. 

Hi6 per(bn^ as de£:ribed by Snelgi;ave, was middle^fized and 
iuIUbodted ; and, as near as he could judge, his age was, at 
that time, {ij^y) about five and forty : his face was pitted with 
the fmall pox, or perhaps tattooM in imitation of it, as is cuf-^ 
tomary in that country ; neverthelefs there was fome thing in 
his countenance very taking, and withal majeftic. Upon the 

whok;. 
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whole^ fays that writer, I found hitn the moft extraordinary 
oian of his colour that I bad ever converfed with. * 

At his death he left to his heirs a kingdom much enlarged ; 
yet as it was enlarged by conqueil, without being fecured by 
policy, he left with it hereditary wars, whicbf liko thorns in 
its diadem, have tortured the royal brow of Dahomy to this 
day. 
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PART THE SECOND. 

CONTAINING 

THE REIGN 

ft 

O P 

B O S S A A H A D E E, 

KING «F DAHOMY. 



CHAP. I. 

BofTa Ahadee cbofen in preference to bis elder brother Zingah. — 
Murders all of the name of Bojfa. — Zingah'x rebellion and 
death. -^--Rebellion of the Mayhou. 

T R U D O ' s death was concealed^ to prevent the horrid 
confufion and outrages^ as is cuftomary upon fuch occafions^ 
until the prime minifters, who are ftyled the Tamegan and 
Mayhou^* had (fonfulted together, and determined which of 

his 

% * The former, is the prime minift^r ; the latter is mafter of the cere- , 
monies. 
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his fons was to fucceed ; a truft which devolves to thoffc 
officers, upon the deceafe of their fovereign : for though the foo 
who is firft born, after his father becomes vefted with the regal 
iiignity, is eftecmed heir apparent to his dominions ; yet if he apr 
:pears to thofe two minifters, from fome defedt or vice, either of 
body or mind, to be unworthy of this eacalted ftation, they have 
the power of rejedting him, and of choofing, from among the 
other children, him who feems to be moft deferving or beft qua* 
lified to rule over them.* Upon the prefent occafion, they rejedleil 
the elded fon,-)* and were unanimous in fixing their choice 09 
;Ahadee; whofe reign proved a continued feries of mifery tp 
his, unhappy country, and who, notwithftanding fome goo4 
qualities, was a bad king, and a worfe man. 

« 
The Tamegan and Mayhou having determined on theif 

choice, announced Trudo's death, and proclaimed Ahadee kin^ 
'His elder brother Zingah, thus finding his hopes difappointed, 

and himfelf aggrieved by the lofs of an inheritance^ with 

the expectation of which he had flattered himfelf, founded 
•privately the difpofition of his friends. On applying to thctfc 
'upon whom he had conferred favours in his father's life- time, 

he received the affurance that numbers were willing to efpoufe 

K 2 c his 

m w 

* This we find likewife to kave been the cuftom in the kingdom of 
.JVhydiAi where, like what happens aUbin Dahomyy a general plunder 

prevailed, until the choice of the new king was publicly announced. The^e 
' is fomething remarkable in this temporary anarchy, and return, as it were, 

into the ftate of nature, as if it were originally meant to make the peopHe 
: eager for the revival of fovereign power, and a fettled government. K. N. 

f Probably- this was that fon who, in iheMaheei war, deferted .frotu-Kis 
father. Vide ante p. 6o. J. F. 
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hts caufe ; and he began to concert meafares to farprife hW 
brother, and feize the government either by Aratagem or 
force. Ahadee^ however, having received intelligence of his 
defign, Zingah, and the principal confpirators, were feized, 
when they were juft on the point of taking up arms to aflert 
his claim. The prince was iewcd up in a hammock at 
Abomey, from whence he was carried to Whydah^ where he wa& 
put into a canoe, taken about two leagues out to fea, and there 
thrown over-board and drowned. The law of the country docs- 
not allow the facred blood of the royal family to be fhcd, but 
appoints this punifhment for their offences. Such was the end 
of Zingah, whofe adherents were likewife all put to death. 

The King having thus got rid of his competitor, and being 
now fecure in the peaceable pofieflion of his dominions, threw 
off the mafk, and gave an unbounded indulgence to his incli-^ 
nations, which unhappily were of the worft kind. One of the 
firft edids of his reign was, that every man of the name of 
BoiTa, fhould be put to death ; which cruel order was pundually 
executed throughout his dominions. Old and young indifcrimt^ 
nately fufiered; and many innocent and ufefui men were loft to* 
the community, to gratify the vanity of a wretch, who thought 
it an infult to majedy,. that a fub^ed fhould bear the (ame name: 
as the ib vereign. 

Though Fame has tr^fmitted this enormity tapofterity, fhe 
has been kind to his memory in burying in oblivion the repeated 
a4^s of cruelty and oppreflion, wh^ch at kft rouied the Mayhou,. 
and induced him ia the year 1735 to take up arms, to free fats 
country from the tyranny under which it groaned. 

ft 

Greats 
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Great, indeed, muft have been the provocations that induced 
fhc Mayhou to take this defperate ftep : for it is the difpofition 
of the Dahomans to think favourably of their king, and to 
approve his adions. They reverence him with a mixture of 
love and fear, little fhort of adoration. When I alked a 
Dahoman, juft before his going to battle, if he was not appre- 
hcnfive of finding the enemy too ftrong; '* I think of my 
*' king," faid Dakou, * ** and then I dare engage five of the 
•• enemy myfelf.'* I am anxious for your fafety, faid I, and 
fliall be happy that you cfcape the dangers of the day. " It 
" is not material," replied he; *' my head belongs to the king, 
♦* not to myfcif : if he pleafe to fend for it, I am ready to 
'* rcfign it ; or if it be fliot through in battle, I am fatisfied — 
'* it is in his fcrvice." Even at this day, -j- after a tyranny of 
forty years, every Dahoman poffefles the fame fentiments ; their 
loyalty and attachment remain un(haken. Though the people 
are daily falling vidlinfis to tha avarice or anger of their prince, 
and there is not an individual ifi his dominions who has 
not loft fome near and dear connexion by his orders, yet 
their misfortunes are not attributed to him, but entirely to 
their own indifcretions ; and whatever the king does, they are 
perfuaded is right. Such blind fubmifiton and obedience is 
probably no where elfe to be foumd. % 

The Mayhou, who had feen better days in the fervice of 
Trudot under whom he had been brought up, finding all 

his 

♦ A faithful ftrvant whom I employed In my faftory, but who afterwards 
ftU undefervedly uader the King's difpleafure, ami was fold, by his order, 
for a Aave* R. N. 
t 1772* When Mr. Norris' was coile£ling thefe memoirs. J. F. 

% The inland Kings were no lefs defpotic in the time of Leo^ and were ap« 
proaohed with the like ceremonies and proftrations. J. F. 
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his pcrfuafions inefFefbual to reclaim the young king, who 
was deaf to his advice, could no longer remain a mere^ 
fpedlator of the diflreifes of his country. He had erred in his 
choice when he preferred Ahadee to his brother ; and judging 
it a duty which he owed to his country, to free it from the , 
tyrant whom he had been inftrumental in placing upon the 
throne, he withdrew from court, and foon appeared in open 
rebellion at the head of a powerful army. Thus, in addition^ 
to thQ evils with which Ahadee had afflicted his country, he 
plunged it into the horrors of a civil war. The ifluc of this, 
had the event been equal to the jufticc of it, might have been 
fatal to him : but it terminated otherwife by the exertions of 
the Agaow, or commander of the royal army, in which were- 
many of the brave veterans who had fo often conquered under* 
Trudo. He entirely defeated the rebels : the Mayhou, and many 
of his friends, fell in the engagement ; the prifoners taken on 
this occaiion were put to death; and the few who efcaped, 
having nothing to hope from the king's clemency^ and to avpid 
the tortures intended for them, fled into the neighbouring dates, . 
where they ended their days in exile. 

. The King fccms to have harboured no vindictive refentment 
againft the Mayhou's faaiily ; for he .foon after advanced his 
younger brother to his office, wherein he continued itill his' 
death, which happened in the fucceeding reign ; a circumftance 
rather extraordinary in Ahadee's condud, as he has left us very 
few inftances of his clemency, in offences lefs heinous than that of 
the Mayhou. When a man is condemned to death, or to flavery, 
in confequence of having committed, or (which in Dahomy 
often amounts to the fame) of having been accuied of a crime,. 
his cfFc(5ts are, by law, forfeited to the king ; bis domeftics, 

relations, 
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relations^ ahd friends^ are all feized; fome of them perhaps 
fufFer death ; the remainder are always (old for flaves. This 
being the cafe, it is evident that, when the delinquent happens 
to be a man of confequence, with numerous dependants and 
connexions, who are deprived of their lives or liberty on his 
account, the ftate muft fufFer a very confiderable lofs : yet thk 
is a calamity which often happens ; and, together with the 
camaige of war,, muft have contributed greatly to depopulate 
this unhappy country. 



CHAP. IL 

T&e invqfion of the IS^yto^.-^DiJireJfedJtuation of the Dahomans. 
— Ahadee'i kindnefs to the Britijh Governor. — The Dahomans 
urebaraffed by the irruptions of t be Ey cos. — jin accommodation 
takes place. 

jnlLTHOUGH the internal tranquillity of the kingdom 
was reftored by the Mayhou's defeat and death, the Dahomans 
did not long enjoy the fweets of peace : a ftorm unexpededly 
arofe from another quarter. The Eyeos, their former dread and 
fcourge, again began to threaten them ; whofe numbers they 
feared, even more than their prowefs. 

The Dahomans, to give an idea of the ftrength of an Eyeo 
army, aflert, that when they go to war, the general fpreads the 
hide of a buffalo, which is naturally very thick and tough, be- 
fore the door of his tent, and pitches^ a fp>;ar in the ground, 

on 
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on each fide of it, between which the ibldiert march, until the 
barefooted multitude, which pafs over the hide, have worn a 
hole through it: as foon as this happens, he prefumes that 
his forces are numerous enough to take the field. Though 
tlic Dahomans may poflibly exaggerate, the Byeos are certain)/ 
^very populous, warlike, and powerful nation. 

It was in the year 1738 that they again invaded Dahomy, 
With an immenfe army, laying the country wafle, with fire and 
fvvord, to the gates of Abomcy. Here the Dahomans had col- 
jeded their whole ftrength, determined to ftand their ground, 
and wait the arrival of the enemy. Though inferior in numbers, 
they were not intimidated. They had once fled from them, 
and now remembered the evils they had fuffered by their flight. 
They knew their valour was never called forth upon a more 
trying occafion : however, they felt that their country, and 
every thing that was dear to them, lay at ftake ; and they de- 
termined to do all that could be expe^ed in their defence. Ac- 
.cordingly, when the pyeos made the attack in the morning, 
they received them warmly, repulfed them twice, with great 
fljughtcr, performing fuch wonders, that vidlory for fome 
time hung in fufpenfe ; but frefh fupplies of the enemy con- 
ilantly pouring in to replace thofe who fell, the Dahomans, 
worn out with fatigue, were at laft obliged to yield to fuperior 
numbers. They retreated, under cover of the night, into 
i^bomey, having killed of the Eyeos above twice the amount 
of their own army. Their fltuation now became truly cala- 
mitous, and they had no profpeft before them, but the utter 
extinction of their name and nation. 

Abomey 
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Abomey is a very large town, furrounded with a deep moat 5 
but it has no wall nor breafl* work to defend the befiegedf nor 
Are there any fprings of water in it : conCequently, it could not be 
long tenable. The firft care of the Dahomans on the night 
after the battle, whilft the Eyeos were too much fatigued to 
interrupt them, was to fend away tlie wounded, together with 
the women and children, to ZaiTa, a town about twenty^ 
five miles from Abomey. Ahadee, who was already there, 
iiaving learned the unfortunate iiTue of the d^y, immediately 
ifled, with his women and treafure, to an almofl inacceflibl^ 
retreat, about four hours journey from Zafla, the path leading 
to which is extremely intricate, and known to veiy few of 
the Dahomans themfelves : nor is this retirement ever vifitcd, 
except in cafes of the laft: extremity> when the King is obliged 
to fly for tlw fafety of his perfon« Mr. Gregory, governor of 
the Briti(h fort at Whydah, happening to be .at Zafla. at thi^ 
time, the 'King was pleafed to take him in his fuite ; which 
was efteemed an extraordinary mark of .refpe<3:, aa none biit thp 
King's own family take ihclter thefe« 

The Agaow, or general at Abomey, continued to defend thp 
place, and amufe the enemy, until he. learned that the King wass 
iafe, and that Za0a was evacuated : he then took the advantage 
of a dark night, condu<fted the remains of his army fafcly 
through the enemy, and fled ; leaving the town to the mercy qf 
■the Eyeos, who afterwards plundered aud burnt it, as they alfp 
did Calmina and Zafla. They lived in the country at difcretioq, 
as long as they could procure fubfiflience ; but that failing in a 
few months, they returned to their own country. Had the 
Eyeos, when they engaged at Abomey, detached a part of their 

L numerous 
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numerous army» and attacked Zaffa at the fame time, the 
King and all his treafure mud inevitably have fallen into their 
hands ^ for this negled, their general was dilgraced upon hii 
return*. 

The Eyeos continued for fevcral jrears afterwards to harafs tltt 
Dahomans with an annual vifit, who never thought it prudent 
after this to riik an engagement ; but, when apprifed of the enemy 
being in motion,, they ufed to evacuate their towns, divide into 
fmallparties, and ihelter themfelves as well as they, could in their 
£iftnefles and woods. Ahadee ufed all his efforts to obtain an 
accommodation, offering the Eyeos any reafonable compenfatioo 
to refrain from hoflilities ; but it was difficult to fatisfy their 
demands. They claimed, in confequence of a former treaty, an 
annual tribute, the payment of which had been omitted fince the 
time of Trudo. Though the amount of thefe arrears was con« 
fiderable, frefh demands were aUb added : the Eyoes looking upon 
the conqueft of Whydah as an inexhauftible fource of wealth to 
the King of Dahomy. The expectations of the invaders, upon 
the whole, were fo exorbitant, that Ahadee found it impradUca- 
ble to. fatisfy them ; fo that diey continued to ravage the country 
of the Dahomans for feveral years, burning their towns, deAroyr 
ing their crops in harveft, killing many people, and carrying 
numbers away into captivity^ In the year 1747, however,^ the 
Eyeos coniented to an accommodation, and compromifed the 
matter for a tribute, which the King of Dahomy continues to. 
pay them annually at Calmina, in the month of November*^ 
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Ahadec attempts to impofe a King on the Mahccs.— 7^^ make 
a vigorous rejijlance^ but are at Iqft defeated^'— The war renewed 
with various fuccefs . — Peace concluded. 

Whilst the Dahomans were thus diftrefled by the Eyeos, 
they were engaged in two other bloody wars> each of which 
continued above thirty years : with theMahees on one fide; and 
with the old Whydahs, who had abandoned their country at the 
conqueft, and were now affiftcd by their neighbours the Popoes, 
on the other. 

The Mahee country, which is very extenfivc, lies to the 
weftward of Dahomy, on its borders. It is divided into feveral 
fmall ftates, each governed by its own laws, and independent 
of one another ; thcfe ftates, which are of the republican form, 
unite for the common fafety, when dangers threaten any of the 
confederated members. The war with them was entirely 
provoked by Ahadee. Ever fince the death of Trudo they had 
Ihewn themfelves difpofed to live in friendfhip with him, but 
his reftlefs fpirit would not fufier them to remain in p6acc. 
He claimed a right of interference in their national concerns, 
infifted on altering their mode of government, and, upon their 
their refufal to comply, declared war againft them. 

He had heard, in his youth, that againft every nation but 
Eyeo, the Dahoman arms were irrefiftible. He refolved, there* 

La fore. 
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fore, to abolifli the republic, and give the Mahecs^ a king*. 
But he wanted talents proportioned to this arduous entcrprifc^ 
The monarch, the ft^tefmafl, and the gSeneral, had all been 
united in the perfon of Trudo, who conftantly fought at the 
bead of his troops* Ahadee, immured in his feraglio, where 
thpufands adminiftered to his^ pleafures,. expeded a prompt 
devotion to his will, and flattered him&lf with an eafy conqueft^ 
thinking nothing more was expedient for that purpofe, than tO; 
fignify to the Agaow^ " TJbat his houfe wanted thatch *." 

Ahadec's oftenfiblc motives for the commencement of hofll*- 
lities, were, " that his fubjefts travelling through thc-Mahee:. 
** country to more diftant nations, for the purpofes of trade,, 
'* "had been frequently oppreflcd by heavy taxes, arbitrarily 
^^ impofed by the ftates of Mahee,. through, which they had 
** occafion to pafs;, that thcfe flates were fo numerous and, 
avaricious, that it was impofSble, in the prefent fit nation of 
affairs, to regulate their demands, for the future iecurity of 
his fubjefts, and their property ;, but that if a king were, 
appointed to govern the whole Mahee nation, treaties could 
then be eftabliflied^, to the mutual advantage of both king- 
" doms/* This, in fadl, was mere pretence; for no part of 
Ahadec's condu<a had teftified that regard for the welfare and: 
intereft of his people,, which his language on the. prefent 
occafion feemed to manifcft. The true reafon was, that one 
of his favourite wives, who was a. Mahee woman, had a 
brother whom he wifhed to advance to this dignity : but the 

Mahees 

* This 18 the phrafe \ifed in giving orders to Kis generah to n>ake war, and 
alludes to the cu (lorn of placing the heads of the enemy killed in battle,, 
or thofe of the prifoners of diilindion,.. on the roof of the guard-houfet at 
the gates of his palaces* 



€€ 



HI8T0]tYOPDAH0MY« ^ , 

Mahees refofed to rellnquifh their independence^, or to fubmit to 
be governed by a tyrant.. 

. Ahadee however perfifting in his refolution, a war commenced 
in 1737, and was carried on with all that favage fury which is 
<milomary among barbarous nations. The prifoners of diftinc* 
tion were put to death, and the other captives configned to 
flavery. Thcfe were the beft terms allowed by either party. 
Many battles w:cre fought with various fuccefs \ fometimes the 
Mahees, fometimes the Dahomans, were vidorious ; but neither 
would relinquifh their pretenfions : to follow them through all 
their (penes of flaugfater, would be a difgufting tafk, and indeed 
almofi impoflible^ 

The fevercfli blow which the Mahees received was in 1752, 
^bout fifteen years after the commencement of the war. They 
had been unfuccefsful in fome battles, and were unable to keep 
the field. There is, in their, country, a very high mountain, 
called Boagry, which is almofl inacceflible by nature, and 
which had been hitherto deemed impregnable : thither the 
Mahees fled, with the fhattered remains of their army. The 
Agaow followed, pillaged, and laid wafte the country, without 
oppofition; and having impofed fuch terms as he pleafed on 
the vanquiflied, fat down with the Dahoman army, and 
invefled Boagry. This place, as a camp, had one fault; it was 
as difficult to quit, when occafion required, as it was arduous of 
accefs. Many fkirmifhes happened betwixt the befiegers and 
(lefieged, thefe making frequent fallies, and thofe many attempts 
to force their way up the mountain. The Mahees had plan- 
tations of corn, and plenty of water upon Boagry, which enabled- 

them to perfcvcre in a long refiflance. 

The, 
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The Agaow had invefted this place near twelve months, without 
being able to gain any confiderable advantage ; when the Kingy 
impatient for vidtory, or folicited by his ^vourite, feat his general 
all the afliftance that he was able to draw together, and ordered 
him to hazard every thing for the redudtion of Boagry, whatever 
might be the lofs of men on the occaiion. The Agaow, who 
was by this time well acquainted with the mountain, led oa 
his men to this dangerous enterprife, with the determinatioa 
either to conquer, or die in the attempt. He attacked it ia 
every pradticable part. The Mahees made an obflinate refiftance, 
killing an immenfe number of their enemy ; but at laft» the 
bravery of the Dahomans, and their fuperior numbers, fur« 
mounted every difficulty : they drove the Mahees from their 
entrenchments, and gained pofTeffion of the fununit. A 
prodigious flaughter enfued, for there was no podibili^ of 
efcaping ; the unfortunate remnant which the fword bad fpared, 
were led in triumph, captive to Abomey ; where the chiefs were 
put to death, and the reft fold for Haves* 

The King, who was at this time alio warmly engaged with 
the old Whydahs and Popoes, as we (hall prefently (hew, had 
occaiion for all his troops to reinforce his army for their reduc* 
tion. This induced him to deiift from further hoflilities againft 
the Mahees for the prefent, and even to confent to a truce with 
them ; but as this was ill obferved by either fide, it proved of 
very ihort continuance. The Mahees, though defeated, were 
far from being fubjugated : thofe who had fled, after hearing of 
the calamity which happened at Boagry, returned to their Country, 
^nd were ftill a formidable enemy ; efpecially as the Dahomans 
were now weakened by a feries of near twenty years of unpro* 
fitable wars. 

Hoflilities 
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Hoftilities were fbon renewed, and carried on as before, tii 
the ruin of both countries, without producing any thing decifive. 
Ahadee could not efiedt his purpofe of impofipg a king on the 
Mahees; nor were they fo far humbled, as to fubmit to accept 
of one. They refolved to retaliate the infult at Boagry, by 
invading Dahomy ; and actually penetrated into the difmal forcft 
which divides that kingdom from Ardra, in order by that 
manoeuvre to intercept any fuccours which might come from 
the kingdoms of Ardra or Whydah to the relief of Dahomy : 
but, in confequence of fome divifion in their councils, a grievance 
to which, republics are generally expofed, they retired again 
without achieving any thing worthy of the boldnefs and wifdoUi 
of the defign. 

In 1764, the advantage feemed to be on the fide of the Daho— 
mans, who then laid fiege to fioagry a fecond time; but had: 
not a fufBcient force to render themfelves mafters of it. Several, 
of Ahadee's fons were upon this occafion fent with the army,, 
to animate the foldiers by their prefence ; and among them his 
favourite 3^2^/^^, whom his father (ent under the Agaow's care,, 
to acquire military experience. This general had been cn^ 
camped above, twelve months around Boagry, when the King, . 
impatient of delay, accufed him of cowardice, and fent the 
Mayhou to take the command, with orders to proceed imme- 
diately tathe affault. When the Agaow found himfelf fuper- 
feded and diigraced, he judged that it was time to confult his 
perfonal fafety, well knowing the King's difpleafure to be im- 
placable. Having Jupera, the heir apparent, in his power, , he 
could have taken a fevere revenge of his ungrateful mailer ; . but . 
he generoully delivered him into the Mayhou's care,. and with-* ~ 
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drew privately to the Mahees, who received and proteded 
him. 

The Mayhou having made an unfucceisful attempt againft 
Boagry» was repulfed^ and obliged to luiie the fiege : he there- 
fore returned with his army to Dahomy ; Jupera, to add to the 
unfor-tunate event, dying on the march. Ahadee, foiled in his 
views, and in fedt unable to profecute them any further, nevdr 
afterwards attempted aiiy thing of confeqoence againft the Ma- 
hees ; and the perfon, in whofe favour he had made lb many 
fruitlefs exertions, dying fome years afterwards, both parties 
fecmed heartily tired of the war, and agreed to a peace in 1772, 
which continued to the end of Ahadee's reign. 



CHAP. IV. 



War againft the old Whydahs and Popoes.--f-AhadeeV treacbe^ 
rous behaviour to the Portugue/e Governor.— Brave defence of 
the Governors fervant .—T^he inhabitants of Jacquin extir^ 
pated. 

Th E Whydahs, who had efcapcd *from the arms of the 
Dahomans, took refuge among their neighbours the Popoes : 
a nation which borders on Whydah, to the weft ward ; in a low, 
marfliy country, furrounded with fwamps, and interfered with 

many 
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many branches of rivers, that form a multitude of illands, oa 
which they live. Thefc refugees, aflifted by the Popoes, with 
whom they had incorporated, and by this time become as it 
were one nation, bore an inveterate hatred againft the Daho- 
mans, and, urged by a defire of regaining their native country, 
omitted no occafion to harrafs them. Their vicinity to Why- 
dah ; the facility with which they could tranfport their troops 
in canoes within two miles of Grigwhee, its chief town ; the 
embarraflcd fituation of Ahadee's affairs, whofe country was 
frequently over-run by the Eyeos, and whofe whole force was 
conftantly employed either in repelling them, or reducing the 
Mahees, while this frontier was left defencelefs ; afforded them 
many opportunities of harraf&ng the Dahomans on that fide» 
and of making feveral fuccefsful invafions. They frequently 
got poffeffion of the ihipping place, and interrupted the trade, 
by which the Europeans were often coniiderable fufferers : the 
white people, their goods, or whatever property happened to 
be on the beach, falling a prey to them. Sometimes they made 
incurfions to the town of Grigwhee, where the European forts 
arc fituated ; and, if repuifed by a fuperior force, they readily 
eluded their purfuers, by retiring to the lakes : for the Daho- 
mans have no addrefs in engagements on the water, as they are 
altogether unacquainted with the management of canoes. In 
the year 1741, an occafion prefented itfcif, which, had it been 
rightly managed, might have concluded thefe differences, to the 
fatisfaiftion ot the Whydahs, and to the advantage of the Aha- 
dee and his country : but, over-ruled by his evil genius, he 
made fo bad ufe of this opportunity, as exafperated that people 
more than ever. 

M The 
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The Whydahs, in their exile, ftill adhered to the iyftem of 
their old government, and continued to be ruled by a King: 
but the inauguration atXavier,* which had been the &atof go- 
vernment and the capital of Whydah, before the conqueft, 
was a ceremony that could not be difpcnfed with : for the ce- 
lebration of which, it was requifite that permiffion fhould firfl: 
be obtained from Ahadee, who derived fomc benefit from the 
fine which he exadted for his confent. As a cefTation of boftili- 
ties, on fuch occafions, was neceffary, he did not omit to turn 
fuch a favourable circumftancc to his own account, whenever 
there was an opportunity by employing his agents to fow di- 
vifions among the exiles,, and by that means leflen their 
power. 

To be King of the Whydahs, even in their humbled ftatc,. 
had its temptations. The brother of the rightful heir, upon 
the death of their father, which happened about I74i> a^ired 
to that dignity. If Ahadee did not fuggeft, he at leaft encou- 
raged this fcheme, with a view to divide the Whydahs. He 
therefore aflured him of his fupport ;. in return for which, the 
ufurper engaged privately, not only to become his tributary and 
ally, but alio to pay him a confiderable fum^ upon his acceHion 
to the government. This wicked young man, relying on Aha-^ 
dee*s protedlion, whilft the ceremonies were preparing at Xavier, 
to invefi: his brother with the regal dignity, had the audacity 
to murder him there, and the addrefs to be appointed King in 
his place, clofing the achievement by devouring the heart of 
his unfortunate brother : which lafl a£t of unnatural barbarity 

was 

* The X is pronounced as in Xebeque. 
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was the proof required by Ahadec, of unlimited devotion to his 
commands. 

Neither the inftigations to this enormous ad;ion, nor the en- 
gagements which the ufurper had made with Ahadce, though 
intended to be kept fecret, could efcape the penetration of 
the Whydahs ; they fufpedtcd what had pafled, and fcveral of 
tTiem, inftead of returning from Xavier, to live under fuch a 
King, remained in the country, and fettled under the protection # 
of the Portuguefe fort, at Grigwhce ; of which Seignior John 
Baffile^ a gentleman of humane temper, and engaging difpofi- 
tion, was at that time governor. Here thefe people maintain- 
ing a correfpondcnce with their countrymen, and making a fa- 
vourable report of the governor's behaviour, as well as of their 
own fituation, many of the old Whydahs were induced to come 
and fettle in that country, to avoid the horrors of a civil war in 
their own. Five or fix hundred perfons eftablirtied themfelves 
peaceably in this manner ; and if this difpofition had been pro- 
perly encouraged, in all probability a much greater number 
would have followed their example : but Ahadee, blind to this 
advantage, or fwayed by thofe wretched principles that ufually 
aduatcd him, and which had too much tainted his father, • 
without waiting for fuch a defirable event, by which he would 
have gained a large addition of ufeful and valuable fubjeds, 
cruelly determined to feize upon thefe poor people, and fell 
them for flaves. 

To facilitate this bafe defign, the King invited Seignior Bafile 
to Abomey, on pretence of bufinefs ; but indeed to have him 
in his power. The governor proceeded on his journey, and 
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being met upon the road by the Agaow, at the head of an army^ 
in full march towards Whydah, he was arretted by the King's 
order, and informed, that the only condition of regaining his 
liberty was to deliver up all thofe fugitives who had put them- 
fclves under his protcdtion. The governor urged his faith and 
honour plighted to theie people, in vain ; and further treating 
the in (lances of the general with contempt, was detained by 
him as a prifoner. The army continued its march to Grig« 
. 'whee ; and encamped on Gonnegee, a plain between that towa 
and the river ; by which pofition he efFedlually cut off the- re- 
treat of the Whydahs to their own country. Here the Agaow, 
finding the governor was determined not to betray the Whydahs^ 
and willing to make the mofl of him^ offered to take a certaia. 
quantity of goods, as a ranfom for them: Seignior Bqfile wil-^ 
lingly accepted the propofal, and the goods were delivered ac« 
cordingly. Notwithdanding this, pretences were (lill found to 
detain the governor, in order to exa<ft from him more goods, 
for which a demand was made. To this he alfo confented, 
and fent an order to the fort for their delivery; but a head ier- 
vant of his, a black man, who had charge of the fort, feeing 
that the Agaow was egregioufly deceiving his matter, refufed to 
fend any more goods. He likewile intimated his fufpicions to 
the Whydahs, who, being of the fame opinion, and knowing 
there was no poflibility of cfcape, refolved to defend themfelves 
to the latt extremity. I^or this purpofe they retired into the 
fort, and got every thing in order for its proted:ion i determined, 
if overpowered at latt, to ftll their lives as dear as poflible. 
The Agaow remained quiet in his camp, at Gonnegee, for about 
a fortnight, perhaps waiting for orders, and then came to a re- 
folution to attack the fort, which was furroundcd with a wall 

and 
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and a deep moat, and mounted about thirty guns. The Agaow's 
dJfadvantage lay in having no artillery ; however, early in the 
morning, on the ift of November, 1741, he led on his troops 
to the ftorm, and began his attack on every fide. Thofe vjrithm 
the fort were not idle; but v^ith their cannon made a prodigious 
flaughter. The Dahomans, with that bravery which animates 
them on all occafions, filled up their ranks with frefh^ men^ aa* 
fail as others fell, and continued the aflault^ 

About noon a quantity of gunpowder, in one of the baftions; 
took fire, and communicated the flame to the roofs of the build- 
ings, which, being thatched, blazed with great fury. This ac- 
cident threw the befieged into great confufion ; which was con- 
fiderably increafed by the explofion of the magazine, in the de- 
ftrudtion of which every foul near it was involved. The Daho- 
mans now entered at tlie embrafures, almoft without oppofitionj 
and put every man they met with to the fword. The go- 
vernor's faithful fervant, who had commanded during the de- 
fence, feeing all was loft^ impelled with rage and defpair, threw 
open the gate, and with a keg of gunpowder under his arm. 
and a lighted match in his hand, ran furioufly towards the 
place where the Agaow was ; and having.got as near to him as 
he could, with intention to make him a partner in his own un«* 
merited fate, fet fire to the powder,, and heroically blew him- 
felf to pieces. His fccond in command was taken alive, and 
roafted afterwards before a, flow fire at Calmina. 

In all probability Seignior Bafile was now fet at liberty ; for 
we find that Ahadee afterwards rebuilt the fort for the Portu^ 
^cff,. and difdvowed the Agaow's proceedings ; denying that 

he. 
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he had given him any orders to aft as he had done: but, 
although he was defirous to throw the odium of this af&ir upon 
his general, no one pretended to acquit Ahadee himfelf from 
the folly and infamy of the whole plan and tranfadtion. 

One fuccefsful mifchief feemed always to incite Ahadee to 
another. The Agaow, now about to return from this exploit, 
received orders from the King, to march towards Jaquin ; a 
country which borders immediately on Whydah, to the eaft- 
ward. This had been a place of fome confequence, where the 
Dutch had formerly a fettlement. It had been conquered by 
Trudo, and annexed to his dominions ; but the inhabitants, 
taking advantage of the perplexed ftate of Ahadee's affairs, had 
neglefted, for fome time paft, to pay the tribute which had 
been impofed on them, for which he intended to let loofe upon 
them his utmoft vengeance. 

This country, like that of the Popoes, is furroundcd with 
marlhes and fwamps, and of difficult accefs ; nor were the 
Dahomans fufficicntly acquainted with the environs, to be able 
to make an inroad into it. But it happened at this time, that 
a woman of confequence, belonging to a Jacquin chief, having 
been guilty of fome gallantries, and dreading the puniftiment of 
her inconftancy, had made her efcape to Dahomy, where, 
upon a pro'mife of the royal prote<flion, Ihe had engaged to con- 
duct this army through the only path by which Jacquin could 
be invaded with eifedt. The Agaow having this woman for 
his guide, a fit inftrument for fuch a purpofe, entered Jacquin 
unexpectedly. The people, hemmed in by their impaffable 

moraifes, 
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morafles, were caught as it were in a trap, whence nbnft could' 
efcape ; and the invaders extirpated the whole nation, leaving 
not a fingle inhabitant alive in all the country, * 



m 



CHAP. V. 



Whydah invaded. — Dahomans routed by the old Whydahs,— 
The forts refuje to fubmit. — Aha dee relieves them^ and van-- 
quijhes the old Whydah s, 

Jl H E Whydahs, in their iflands, were too much difgufled 
with their new King, to fufier him to reign long over them. 
He had rendered himfelf fb odious, that he could not even form 
a party among them to fupport his pretentions ; and, unable to 
make Ahadee the payment which had been ftipulated at his ac- 
ceiSon, all fuccours from that quarter were refufed. He was 
therefore obliged to relinquilh that government which he had 
{o atrocioufly obtained, and withdrew to Dahomy, Here, 
after wandering about for fome time, iiniverfally defpifed, he 
died miferably of a leprous difeafe, which he had contraded 
ifnmediately on his return from Xavier ; and which 'the Daho- 
mans attributed to the horrid rcpaft he had made there, when. 
he devoured the heart of his own brother. 

Ahadee's 

* Adahoonzou II. fent a ftw families to re*eflablifli a fcttlement tberr,^ in 
the year 1777. 
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Ahadcc's condudt, throughout this tranfadlion, fcrvcd only 
tQ cxafperatc the exiled Whydahs ftill more againft him ; fo 
that hoftihtics were foon renewed, with greater fury than ever. 
In I743> they enlarged their plan of operations, and fcemcd 
determined to recover the pofleffion of their native country. 
The Popoes, and all their other friends, concurred in affifting 
them ; and they invaded Whydah with a powerful army. 
Their defigns had been no fecret, but it was out of the King's 
power to prevent them ; for Dahomy being at that time over- 
run by the Eyeos ; the Agaow and the army at a confiderable 
diftance, engaged with the Mahees ; and every thing in con* 
fuiion ; he could not provide for the defence of Whydah» 
which was thus left with only the few troops ufually eftablifhed 
there, and efFcdtually deprived of further military afliftance. 
However, the Caukaow, * or general, did every thing that 
could be expeded from a brave and loyal foldier ; he put his 
Irnall army in readinefs ; the Yavougah, or vice*roy, ailem* 
bled all that were able to bear arms in the town, and joined 
him ; the Xavier Caboceers, and all their vaiTals, increafed his 
force, but ftill his army remained much inferior to that of the 
enemv : however he was not intimidated : fear never enters into 
the mind of a Dahoman; cowardice \% no part of his com- 
pofition. ' 

Knowing his own heart, and relying on the bravery of his 
foldiers, he marched out againft the enemy, and met them 
about a mile to the weftward of the French fort. The generals 
of both parties held a difpaflionate converfation at the head of 

their 

* The title of the military officer who commands in Whydah. 
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their troops ; in which they declared to each other their refpcc- 
tive determinations ; the one to conquer, the other to defend 
the country. They drank together, and the Caukaow toafted 
health to his King, and faccefs to his arms ; wishing, that 
*' if he fhould be unfuccefsful on that day, he might not fur- 
<' vive the difgrace, but periih like the glafs out of which he 
** drank;'* dafhing it, as he fpoke, in piecies. The battle 
commenced, and was obflinately fought : all that rude fkill, 
and ferocious courage could effect, was executed on each fide; 
till at laft the brave Caukaow, diftinguiihed both as a general 
and a foldier, fell, at the head of his men, after inflifting and 
receiving innumerable wounds. The reft of the chieftains were 
ilill the foremoft in danger. Yavougah, and almofl: all the 
officers of his party, were among the flain ; and the Xavier Ca- 
boceers fhared the fame fate* At length the Dahomans^ deilitute 
of leaders, and overpowered by numbers, were thrown into 
<:onfufion, and totally routed. 

• * ^ 

The enemy, thus mafters of the field, next day pillaged 
: Grigwhee, without oppofition, and burned it : the inhabitants 
flying out of the country, and leaving the Whydahs in peaceable 
pofleffion. They then proceeded to the forts, and fummoned them 
to fubmit, or at leaft to acknowledge the new government ; bat 
the governors continued attached to the King, and refufed to 
accede to the propofals offered by his enemies. Mean while the 
Whydahs, with their families, flocked from their recefles into the 
country, in great numbers, and built a town upon Gonnegee, 
a plain between Grigwhee and the river, jufl: beyond annoyance 
from the guns of the forts. By this means, as well as by the in- 
veftment of the army, the forts were deprived of every kind of 
fuccour, fo that at the end of three months they beganTo1)c 
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very much in want of provifions ; and, defpairing of an opportih- 
nity of acquainting Ahadee with their iituation, which they 
had not once been able to efFedt during the fiege, fo watchful 
was the enemy, it is probable they would not have continued 
much longer to decline an accommodation with Ae Whydahs; 
when a meflenger, having eluded the vigilance of the beficgers,. 
arrived privately from the King, with afTurances that they might 
depend upon being fpeedily relieved, and entreating them to 
pcrfevere in his caufcfor a few days longer: of which being 
aflured, he returned with the fame fecrecy and fafety. 

Ahadee kept his promife 5 rejoiced to find that the forts con- 
tinued true to his intereft, he did not doubt of recovering the 
country. He had employed the interval between the fatal battle 
&nd the prefent time in making every provifion for that purpofe 
in his power. He recalled the Agaow and his^ army out of 
Mahee ; and as the Eyeos were, at this feafon, returned to their 
own country, he muftercd the reft of his Dahomans, from all 
parts, and his forces increafed to fifty thoufand men. This for- 
midable army, commanded by the Agaow, arrived at Grigwhec 
ten days after the former meilenger, and falling fiiddenly on the 
Whydahs, wlio did not expert fuch a vifit, and confequently 
were not prepared for it, they defeated, and drove them out of 
the country; which thus again, as it were in a twinkling,, 
changed its mafter. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 



Rebellion of Tanga. — Catajlrophe of his women. — His defeat and 

death. 

• 

A H E kingdom of Whydah having been recovered by this 
fortunate event, Ahadee appointed a perfon named Tanga, to 
be Yavougah (or vicc-roy) over it, in the place of his predeceflbr, 
who had periflied with the Caukaow, in the late bloody conflidt 
with the Whydahs. This Caboccer was a man of violent pafllons; 
vain, proud, and ambitious. He maintained a great number of 
domeilics and attendants, whom he attached to his perfon by 
his liberality, and to his intercft by protecting them in their 
villanies, and Screening them from juftice, in defiance of the 
King* His ppprcffions rendered him odious to the garrifons at 
the forts ; and his great influence and wealth gave no fmall 
uneafinefs to Ahadee ; who neverthelefs did not care to attempt 
him openly, but waited a fit opportunity to get him into his 
hands by ftratagem or furprife. 

Whilft he, on the one hand, was waiting to accomplifli this 
purpofe, Tanga, on the other, was meditating nothing lefs than 
the acquifition of the kingdom of Whydah for himfelf. This 
daring projedl was not juftified by even a plaufible motive. For, 
having been an eunuch from his infancy, he had no children to 
inherit the royal dignity j the port which he already poflcfled 

N 2 was 
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was a very honourable one j and his opulence fo confideraBIe^ 
that it amply afforded him the gratification of every defire, except 
that of infatiable ambition. His plan was, to gain pofleflioa 
of the Englifli fort, and then to declare himfclf king. He 
rightly confidered that the command of any one of the forts 
would have been a confiderable afuftance to his defign ; but he 
preferred this, from an opinion which prevails in the country,, 
that it is impregnable^ 

The fpot on which William's Fort* ftands, was formerly 
dedicated to religious purposes ; and from the frequent exercifc 
of the facred ceremonies in that place,, the deities, which were 
formerly worfhipped there, are fuppofed ftill to proted it j nay,. 
fo ftrongly are the natives imprefled with this opinion, that the 
governors, in compliance with their intreaties, have permitted 
a houfe within the walls of the fort to be appropriated to Nab- 
bakou, the titular god of the place. 

It has hitherto been fo fortunate as taefcape thofe calamities 
which the other forts have experienced: a circumftance the 
more extraordinary, as the Whydah King took (heker there,: 
when he fled from Xavier, at the time of the Dahoman invafion 
of his kingdom, and found protcdtion in it, until there was an 
opportunity of conveying him in fafety out of the countiy. 
Though this adtion iriight naturally have provoked the ven- 
geance of the Dahomans, they, however, did not appear to 
refent it j yet they plundered the French fort at that time, and 
afterwards that which belonged to the Portuguefe, as we have 

already 
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already related ; but as the Eng1i(h fort had efcaped this and 
every fimilar difafler, it flood high in the opinion of the natives : 
Tanga therefore deemed the acquifition of it of greater import- 
ance to his deiigns, than of all the others. 

When the Yavougah*s fcheme was ripe for execution, he 
attempted to furprize William's Fort, in Auguft, 1745, in the 
following manner. Under pretence of making a public vifit to 
the forts, he gave diredlions that a certain number of his men 
fhould be ready to attend him : for, when the vice-roy vifits the 
governors, it is cuftomary for him to be accompanied by two 
or three hundred men, under arms ; beiides the muiicians, 
flag-bearers, umbrella-carriers,, and feveral employed imme* 
diately. about his perfon> amounting perhaps to one hundred 
more. 

Upon the prefent occafion Tanga feleded all thefe out of his 
beft men, choofing thofe whom he could rely on, and knew to 
be devoted to his will ; not doubting, if he could, without fuf^ 
picion, introduce thefe into the fort as ufual, he fhould eafily 
make himfelf mafter of it. Before he departed from his own 
houfe, he fupplied his men with ammunition, and ordered them 
to load their mufkets : an order which appeared ftrange to thofe 
who were not apprifed of his fecret intentions. The Englifli 
linguift, who was accidentally prefent, ftruck with this cir- 
cumftance, flipped away privately, and acquainted Mr. Gregory^ 
the Englifli governor, with what he had feen. Mr. Gregory's 
fufpicions were raifed by the information ; and he made a proper 
life of it, by providing for the fccurity of his fort, whilfl: Tanga- 
was paying a vifit to the French governor. 

He 
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He ordered his guns to be loaded, and the gate (hut, before 
the vicc-roy arrived ; and when he came, refufed to admit -him 
into the fort, unlefs he difmiiTed his retinue. Tanga refufed to 
comply ; and protefted againft fuch an exception, as an un« 
precedented indignity, to which it became him not to fubmit. 
He tlireatened, and foothed alternately, but to no purpofe; 
the governor would not recede from his determination ; and 
Tanga, finding it impradicable to introduce his ruffians, re- 
turned home, extremely chagrined at the difappointment* 

Apprehending, from the governor's unufual precaution, that 
his dcfigns were difcovered, he began to fortify his houfe# 
Ahadee, on receiving intelligence of what had paiTed, declared 
him a traitor, and fet a price upon his head. Some troops 
were fent to attack him, which he engaged and defeated ; more 
fuccours arriving, they befieged him in his houfe, from whence 
he made frequent fallies, and fome times with fuccefs ; but his 
flrength diminifhed daily by the lofs of men in thefe fkirmifhes, 
and he faw no profpedt of extricating himfelf. 

In this dilemma he confulted his priefts, who, having per- 
formed their fuperftitious rites, informed him, " That his 
** fafety alone depended upon his getting into the Englifh fort.*' 
This was no eafy matter to efFedt ; for he was clofely befieged 
by the King's troops, and upon bad terms with the Englifli 
governor, who, bcfides abhorring his rebellion, had not for- 
given an infult which he received from him fome months 
before: for being in company with the other governors, on 
their way to Abomey, to complain to the King of his vice- 
roy's opprefiive condudl ; Tanga, apprifcd of their intentions, 
met them on the road at Ardra 3 feizcd them, and having kept 
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them for fomc days prifoners in the ftablq among his horfes, 
brought them back with him to Whydah, fufficicntly humbled, 
and debarred from all accefs to the King. 

Under thefe circumftanccs the only refuge pointed out to-him 
by the priefts, and which they had probably advifed for thie 
reafon , feemed almoft unattainable : but his affairs were 
delperate, and fomething muft be attempted. He harangued 
his adherents, intreated their afliflance, and diilributed his 
treafures among them. His filks, his coral, his gold, were 
kviihed without referve, to animate them on this emergency. 
His wives, for, though an eunuch, he had a feraglio of fome 
hundreds, joined their perfuafions ; and his people, at length 
worked up to an attachment and refolution worthy of a better 
occafion, refufed to fdcrifice him to their own lafety, whicb 
they might have obtained by delivering him up. They deter- 
mined to force their way through the King's troops, conduft 
their mafter to the Englifli fort, and there recommend him to* 
the governor's mercy. 

This refolution being adopted, the women, dreading a reverie 
of fortune, and defpairing to meet again with fo indulgent a. 
lord, put each other to death : the oldeft firft flaughtering the 
young ones, and then cutting their own throats. After which 
melancholy fcene the houfe was fet on fire, to deftroy the re- 
maining efFcdls, and prevent their falling into the King's hands. 
Tanga and his party, taking ilach of the treafure as was 
moil portable, fallied forth, and made good their pafiage 
through the King's troops ; dire<5ling their courfe to the Eng- 
lifli caftle, though it was firing, upon them all the time they 

approached. 
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approached, Tanga finding this, endeavoured to retreat into 
the garden J but, as he entered it, received a (hot which put 
an end at once to his ambition and his life. 

Originally, and during his youth, a captive and a flave, heliad 
had the addrefs to recommend himfelf to Ahadec's friendship, 
vrho raifed him to the higheft rank ; but his infolence, which 
was infupportable, and his ingratitude to his benefa<£tor, proved 
how unworthy he was of the favours he had received. When 
he fell, his adherents immediately difperfed : fbme efcaped out 
of 'the country ; but the greater part of them were taken, and 
fufFcred as they deferved. 

The afFe<5kion of Tanga's wives, which impelled them ia 
this defperate crifis of his afiairs to devote themfelves to death, 
may perhaps appear romantic, if not incredible. To explaia 
this, it is neceffary to obferve, that Tanga did not guard his 
women with that jealous eye, nor fubjedt them to fuch ftrid 
confinement as is ufual in that part of the world. The feraglio 
was only a neceffary appendage to the pomp and fplendor of his 
rank ; and out of this refervoir he generoufly fupplied all his 
fervants with wives. Such unprecedented bounty conciliated 
the fincereft regard of thefe people. Every young man within 
his jurifdiftion was ambitious of fcrving Tanga. To his wives he 
appeared, not the rigid jailer, nor the tyrannic ufurper of their 
afFedions, but the generous arbiter of their livelieft pleafurcs. 
Hence they could not but be charmed with a freedom which 
no other feraglio enjoyed ; and would not furvive that felicity 
and protedion which was to terminate with the exigence erf* 
itheir mafter and of their lovers, whofe ruin feemed inevitable. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 



Shampo becomes the objeSi of AhadceV jealoufy. — Warned of his 
danger by bis Jtfter^ be flies. — T;be AgaowV difgrace and 
death. ^ 

1 A N G A and his followers were not unworthy of the fate 
they met with ; and if Ahadee had reftridled his vengeance to 
thofe who really deferved it, his charafter would have been lefs 
exceptionable. Few real occafions offered to excite his dif- 
pleafure ; fo general was the difpofition among his people to 
fubmit implicitly to his will, and to applaud all his adions. 
But through the whole tenor of his reign, every man's fafety 
was precarious, in proportion to his merit, or wealth: not 
content with being univcrfal heir to their effeds, and appro- 
priating to himfelf every thing his fubjedts died pofleflcd of; 
the innocent inhabitants of whole villages were fold for flaves, 
to raife fupplies for his extravagance. And although thofe 
grievances were repeated at his pleafure, fuch was their fub- 
iniffion and attachment, that none prefumed to complain. 
Unreafonable fufpicions occupied his breaft ; fo that they who 
ferved him with folicitous fidelity, and became eminent by their 
exploits, and fuccefs, frequently became the objcds of his envy 
and horror. 

Among the number of thefc was Shampo, who had figna- 
lized himfelf on many occafions, and held a confiderable poft in 

O the 
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the army. He was the darling of the foldiers, and every 
tongue was bufy in his praife. Such merit could not fail to 
excite a tyrant's jealouiy, and Ahadee from that moment deter- 
mined to cut him off. Shampo had a fifter in the King's 
houfe, who, by fome means, got intimation of the Ring's de* 
ilgn. To have an interview with her brother was impoilible^ 
for the King's women are forbidden to hold difcourfe with any 
man ; but as (he was at liberty to fend provifions for his table^ 
from the royal manfion, fhe concealed a'knife and a cord with 
a noofe on the end of it, among the victuals : from which 
cxpreflive alluflon, her brother was at nolofs to comprehend that 
be was doomed to fuffer, either by the cord, or by the fabre. 
He faved himfelf by a precipitate flight, and carried a confider- 
able part of the army along with him into the Popo country^ 
where he was received in a manner fuitable to his merit. The 
Popoes promoted him to the command of their army, whidi 
pofl hQ enjoyed to the day of his death. In 1767, bearing ta 
the lafl an implacable enmity againfl the ungrateful Ahadee. 

His general, who had ferved him zealoufly, and executed his 
orders with great fuccefs, being lefs fortunate, fell a vi(5tim ta 
his cruelty. This was the fame Agaow, who had bravely 
flormed the Portuguefe fort, recovered Whydah, and taken 
Boagry ; who had in fome meafure reflored the declining glory 
of the country ; and who once flood fo high in the eftimation 
of his King, that, after beftowing many favours upon him, 
defirous to let the world fee how much he honoured his merit, 
he gave him a formal leave to build a boufe two Jlories bigb : 
which favour^ however, the general modeflly declined* 

Where 
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Wliere the mhabitants are in Aich abjefk flavety, that tbey 

msft not fit upon a cbair^ becaulb it is an indulgence referred 

for "^nrhUc people, and a few of the caboceers, who cnpf 

thi^ l^igh privilege by e^>ecial grace and favour from the King; 

wlkexne Aooe may prefuolc, on pain of certain deaths to hare i 

cbor €Df boards for his hMXc, to defend him from the wothMSr > 

oor «:o make it decent, by whkewafl^ing the interior part : id 

ftiG*M a country, fo hare pift'tnifliott to build a conrenieat hoofe, 

'^ A KXiafk of extnK)rdin«v diftiil<ftk>n.^ 




t the Agaow did not continoc long to enjoy his mafter's 
^^^il^s: he was feized and brought before the King, who ac- 
^^*^ci him of an intention to withdraw from the kingdom^ 
^^^^ follow the evii exarttpte of Shampo, by flying into the 
n try of the Mahees as he had done to Popo. Nothing could 
XMorc unjuft than this fufpicion. The Agaow, rcfcnt- 
it with a becoming dignity and firmnefs, replied to this 
2 : '' I have manifefted my zeal on various occafions, for 
your fervice, and thought no march fatiguing, no battle 
hasardousjr whilH: executing your will ; my adiohs, ib (^ten 
crowaed with ioccers, have added affluence and honour to your 
kingdom : what part of my condu<fk has expofed me to this 
"^ accufation ? You have, as pledges of the fidelity of your flave, 
^ my aged mother, my wives, and my children, in your hands. 
^ Where, or to whom in preference (hould 1 go ? 1 have con- 
* •" dunfled your armies, and fpread definition through all the 
^ * nations around us ; is it probable I iHould throw my felf into 

O 2 ** the 

^ Except leave to wear fandals, this was the higheft public mark of favour 
the King could ihew» 
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*« the arms of thofc who tremble at my name ? Of thofe, whdie 
'' country I have laid wafte, and led the inhabitants captive, ia 
*' triumph to your gate ? " The King defircd him to acknow- 
ledge himfelf guilty, and^truft to his royal clemency. The 
Agaow refufed to atteft a falfhood, and was ordered to imme- 
diate execution. The perfon whofe buiinefs it was to perform 
this horrid duty, though hackneyed in deeds of death, was too 
much fhocked on this occafion to acquit himfelf with pro«^ 
priety. The fcimitar failed, in his hand, to perform the office, 
of beheading ; it only mangled the unhappy vidtim. He was> 
fent back to prifon, and there ftrangled. * 



C H A P^ VIIT. 



Fatai expedition of the Dabtmuins, ^g^inji the Wbydahs ani 
Popoes. — T^he confederates invade Why dab, and are totally 
^anqmjhed by the Dahomans, ajfijied by the Englifli^ — Peace 
concluded. 

The Wbydahs, affifted by the Popoes, and direfted by the 
fagacious advice of*Shampo» became more formidable than 
ever. They vifited.the Whydah beach, and gave frequent in- 
terruptions^ 

^ The family of this brave man were afterwards fo much reduced, that Ms 
eldeft Ton was glad to find employment as a fervant in Mr. Norru's factory. 
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terruptions to trade. In difputing the poflcfljon of this beach^ 
the Dahomans were often very roughly handled^ and as oftei> 
returned unfuccefsfuL They had lofl numbers of their men in 
thefe ikirmiflies, when their priefts at* lad difcovered, that 
their oracles had forbidden them to Attack the enemy on the 
beach, but had ordered that they fhould wait in readinefs, be- 
tween Grigwhee and the river; and that the party which 
fhould fcrft crofs the river, and begin the attack, fhould infalli- 
bly be routed. This was no unwelcome difcovery, becaufe it 
afforded zfalvo for their honour, and an apology for fiibmitting 
to infults, which they were too weak to refent- 

Ahadee at laft took the refolution of making a powerful 
efibrt, to prevent the further incuriions of this troublefom# 
people; and in 1753, fome time after the redu<5tion of Boagr)% 
when a kind of truce with the Mahees afforded him fome 
leifure,. he fent a numerous army againft them. The Daho« 
mans were now provided with fome canoes ; which, with others 
that they feized, belonging to the enemy, enabled them to pe- 
netrate into the Popo country r but this was a mode of war£ire 
which they did not underftand. 

Shampo, who commanded the confederate Whydahs and 
Popoes, by pretending to fly, encouraged the Dahomans to 
advance By degrees they were bewildered among fwamps, 
fivers, and marfhes ; in a wretched country, where proviflons 
began to fail them. However, they pulhed boldly forward, 
hoping to bring the enemy to an engagement ; but Shampo 
outwitted them, and by the dexterity of his manoeuvres, 
drew them on to that narrow flip of barren fand, which reaches 

nearly 
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cearly from Volta to Benin^ * where he eSe&vally cot off their 
tetrcat. The Popoes^ now unimdefted, empioyod themielvcs, 
from their canoes, in firing at the entrapped Daboroans, at 
their pteafure ; but the greater part periihed by difea^e or ftraioe* 
The dead were k> numerous, fay the Popoes^ who perhaps naay 
exaggerate, that the fiih of the river, aiiifted by the bcafts, and 
birds of prey, not being able to eat them all, their putrid car- 
cafTcs corrupted the air, and occaiioned a peftiknce in the 
country. The whole Dahoman army perifl^d upon thie oe« 
cafion, except twenty-four, whom Shampo 6nt back, to ac«* 
quaint their King with the the fate of their coospsmbos. 
Thefe, when they had told their fad tale, Ahadee ordered to 
immediate execution : bidding them go expreis to the fbades, 
ao inibrm their comrades how much he di&ppzoved of their 
condtt(2 in the war 1 

The next affair of any confequence ihstr occuartd was^in 1/6^, 
whea the old Whydahs and Popoes, m their luen, agaia in* 
vaded Whydah. Shampo himfetf being toaioU and mtstm t6 
take the field, his fon AfKurey cooMoiandecB the coniederafe 
army, which being joined by the iower of the Popo chseft, 
marched into the country of Whydah, without oppofition: 
for old Honnou, who was then Yavougah, or vice-roy, would 
not venture far out to rifk a battle ; but remained in Grigwbee 
with his men, to defend the town, which the Popoes were pr^ 
paring to attack, before he offered to oppofc them. Honnoi^ wa« 
wounded and carried off the field early in the fight ,• upon 

wfaick 

* This fand, which is from half a mile to three miles in breadth, lies be- 
twcen the fea and a river, Mhich runs nearly parallel to the beach, for about 
two hundred miles. 



nrsTOur or dahomit. 103 

which the command devolved on his fecond^ called Baddely, who 
made a gallant defence ; but being prefled by the fuperior force 
of the enemy, he retreated vi^ith his men towards the French 
fort, in expeffcatioa of being protedled by their guns ; in which,, 
however, he was difappointed : for, though the King's honour, 
and the iafety of the country, were at ftake ; though the enemy 
had begun to fet the fuburbs on fire ; the fort fired nothing but 
powder at diem« 

This neutrality of the French,, if it deierves the name,, 
tfiou^ it might be politic, was certainly not very grateful; 
fx however cxceptioaable the King's tfeatment of bis own* 
people might be,, the whites had nothing to reproach him with, 
in his condod towards them; to whom he had ever been- 
reQ>edful, and generous to a degree of pn^ufion. In all dif- 
piites between them, and his fubjeds, if they had but the co* 
lour of jufUce on their fide, he detennincd m their fevour y 
and the complaifimce,. civility, and lefped, with which they 
had been univerially received in his dominions, were greatly 
owing to his own conipicuous example. 

The Popoes, animated by the condudt of the French, ad* 
va»ced boldly. Baddely and his men were obliged to fly before 
the enemy, who thought they had nothing more to fear, and 
were preparing to bum the vice-roy's quarters : little expe(fting^ 
the vigorous oppofition th^ were about to meet with from the 
Englidi fi;>rt, where Mr. Goodibn waa prepared to give them> 
a very warm reception. 

The British cannon, loaden wkh mufket balls, and grape- 
(hot, made a prodigious havock among them, and threw them 

into 
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into theutmoft confufion : they were ftopt in their career; and it 
was fome time before they had prefence of mind, to feek their 
fafcty by flight. 

The enemy upon this occafion had taken the Dahomans at a 
difadvantage ; for the vice-roy, who did not exped: the Popocs, 
had for that day, as it was feed time, permitted half his people 
to go to their plantations, which they had done early in the 
morning. Thefe luckily returning, at the moment that the 
enemy had approached the EngliHi fort, Baddely rallied his 
forces, attacked the confederates, and gained a complete vidtory. 
Of thirty- two general officers, diftinguiflied by the large um- 
brellas which were carried over them, thirty were killed on the 
fpot. AfFurrey, Shampo's fon, efcaped from the field ; but, over* 
whelmed with grief and fhame, fat down beneath a tree, and 
(hot himfelf. Only one officer furvived, to recondudt the (bat- 
tered remains of the Whydah army to Popo. The King of 
Dahomy had difpatched the Agaow, with an army, to the relief 
of Grigwhee ; but he did not arrive till the day after the battle : 
and Mr. Good/on ^zs the .King afterwards acknowledged, had the 
fole merit of the vidlory. 

The Dahomans, now weakened by a long feries of un- 
profitable wars, were unable to follow up their vi^ory, but 
contented themfelves with driving the enemy out of the 
country j and the Popoes and Whydahs, having loft the flower 
of their men and generals in the late engagement, attempted 
nothing of moment after this adtion : though hoftilities were 
continued on a fmaller fcalc for feveral years ; during which 
the confederates confined themfelves merely to plundering 
parties, and occafional vifits to Whydah beach, where the 

efied9v 
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cfk&s of the white traders on laixding or embarking fome* 
times fell into their hands. But in 1772, a peace was happily 
concluded^ under the mediation oi LJonel Abfon, Eiq. governor 
of William's Fort^ to the mutual advantage of both parties ^ 
who, after forty years of war, now enjoy the proEts of ua- 
difturbed commerce and focial intercourfe. This able governor 
beflows £> much attention to preferve tranquillity^ and condudis 
himfelf fb circumfpedly towards both parties, by whom he is 
equally refpeded, and confidered as an impartial umpire, that, 
whilft he remains in that poft,. a firm peace will probably coa« 
tinue. 

Ahadee,, worn out with years and infirmities,, engaged in 
nothing worth relating after this traniadion. He died at about 
70 years of age, on the 17th of May, 1774* He was in perfon 
rather tall; graceful in his manners ; and very polite to 
ftrangers; though the fcourge and terror of his own fubje£ts« 
He was fucceeded by Adahoonzou II. whofe life we fhall next 
enter on, after having ihewn what fell under our immediate 
obfervatiouj^ in a journey made to the Court of Ahadee, in 1772* 
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TO THE COURT OF 



B S S A A B A D E E, 



KING OF DAHOMY, 



In the Year 1772. 



B» KOBEKr NORRIS. 



JVLy bufinefi requiring an interview with tlie King, I applied 
to tbe viceroy for the neceflary attendants to Abom^, and 
was furnifhed by him with a linguift» fix hammock men, ten 
porters, and a captain of the gang, who was rcKponfible for 
the condud of the reft : my own Servants, aind a few others, 
attending, on the captain, who were armed, made up our number 
thirty. 

The 
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The porters, having received their feveral loads, which con- 
Cftcd of a mattrefs, a fmall trunk of wearing apparel, fomc 
provifions and liquors for myfelf, a cafe or two of fpirits for 
the men, fome bags of cowries for defraying our expences, 
and a few pieces of filk for prefents, I got into my ham- 
mock, and commenced my journey at fix in the morning of 
February i, 1772. 

In pafling by the market-place of GrigwJbee, I found a great 
number of people collcded there ; and obferving fome large 
umbrellas among them, I concluded that the vice-roy and his- 
caboceers were of the party. Surprized at this early aflembly^ 
I fen t a fervant to inquire the occafion of it ; but before he 
could return, ameflenger from the vice-roy, who had difcoverecf 
my approach, accofted me from his mafter, requefting to fpeak 
to me before my departure. I found hioi pafling fentence of 
death on a criminal, a middle-aged woman, who was on her 
knees before him, in the midft of a circle formed by his attend^^ 
ants. 1 requefted her life might be fpared ; and, from the cir- 
cumftance of his having fent for me, flattered myfelf that my 
offer to purchafe her for a flave would be accepted : but I was 
difappointed. He told me the King himfelf had confidercd the 
offence, and decreed the fentence j which was, ** that her head 
«* (hould be cut off, and fixed upon a ftake" that was lying by 
her, and which fhe had been compelled to bring with her 
from Abomey, for that purpofe. 

During this converfation a little girl, prompted by curiofity,. 
and ignorant of what was doing, made her way through the 
crowd ; and difcovering her mother, ran to her with joy, to 
congratulate her on her return « The poor woman, after a 

P 2 flior4^. 
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{hort embrace, faid, '• Go away, child, this is no place for 
•• you,^ and (he was immediately conveyed away. The vice* 
roy proceeded in his fentence, which the poor wretch heard 
with feeming indifierence, picking her teeth with a Anvr 
which flie had taken from the ground. When the vice-ro)r 
concluded his charge to the fpeAators, of obedience, rubmiflion^ 
and orderly behaviour, which the King required from all his 
people, the delinquent received a blow on the back of her 
head with a bludgeon, from one of the executioners, whicli, 
levelled herfto the ground ; when another, with a cutiafs, fe* 
vered it from her body. The head was then fixed on a pole, in. 
the market place^ and the body immediately carried to the out- 
fide of the town, and left there to be devoured by the wilcL 
beafts. 

The perlbn executed, who had kept one of the little (hops 
in the nMirket, having difcovered, a few days before, that ibme 
trifle had been ftolen from her, had taken from the fire a 
lighted ftick, which whilft (he waved round her head, (aa 
ufual cuflom in that country) (he exprefied a wifli that tho 
perfon who had taken her property, and did not reftore it^ 
might die, and be extinguiihed like that ftick. In goin^ 
through this ceremony a fpark had fallen on the dry thatch of 
one of the huls, and ftt the market on fire. 

After a delay of half an hour on this disagreeable occafion, 
I refumed my journey. The face of the country, though flat^ 
is extremely agreeable ; it is mUtiy open ; and a confiderable 
portico of it is cultivated, and interfperied with clumps tn& 
groves of lofty and luxuriant trees. lo an hour and an half we 
approached the town of Xavier, which is environed with 

plantations 
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plintations of yams, potatoes, callavanccs, and c6tn; ibr 
which there is a ready market at Grigwhee. 

Before the Dahoman conqueft in 1727, when Whydah was 
an independent kingdom, this was the refidence of the kings 
of Whydah 1 and the Englifli, French, Dutch, and Porta- 
guefe had forts or factories here, on which thofe at Grigwhee 
were dependant : but they were deftroyed on that event, and 
the guns removed by the conqueror, Guadja Trudo, to his 
palaces at Ardra, Calmina, and Abomey. No veftiges of them 
now remain, but the moats which furrounded them ; nor caa 
the fitc of the palace of the Whydah Kings be afcertaincd, but 
by the trench which encompafled it. The place is now over- 
grown with lofty trees, and is held facred by the rcprefentatives 
of that unfortunate family, who live in exile with the remains 
of their countrymen, in the vicinity of Popo. And the new 
King of Whydah, on his acceffion to the government of his 
few and needy vaflals, muft come to this fpot to be inau- 
gurated« 

All writers who have defcribed this country, extol its natural 
beauties, and the fertility of its foil. Previous to the conqueft 
it is faid to have been fo extremely populous that land was 
claimed as private property ; and this being the great mart of 
trade to a very extenfive trad of the interior country, the inha- 
bitants are faid to have abounded in riches. An anecdote which 
1 have heard of the laft King of Whydah, from the old people 
of the country, confirms, in fome degree, this alTertion. 

When Captain, afterwards Sir Chaloner, Ogle, v^iw fent in 
lyzz, in the Swallow man of war, to the coaft of Africa, in 

queft 
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quefl of Roberts^ the pirate, he landed at Whydah, and ac-^ 
quainted the King with the purpofe of his errand. The King^ 
told him, ** if he fhould fecurc that rafcal Roberts,, who had 
*' long infefted his coaft, he would give him the weight oF 
** That in goldduft," pointing to an iron half-hundred weight 
that lay near him. Capt. Ogle fell in with and took Roberts's 
fhip, the Royal Fortune, at Cape Lopez. Roberts was killed 
in the engagement, and the pirates were tried and condemned 
at Cape Coaft, where all of them were executed, except half 'a. 
dozen, who were carried to Whydah, and hanged there. The 
King duly difcharged his promife to the Captain, giving hin^ 
in this way between three and four thoufand pounds for his^ 
bravery : which was no fmall mark either of his riches or 
punduality^ 

We made no halt at Xavier, the hammock men. choofing to 
jog on at their ufual rate of about five miles per hour ; relieving^ 
each other occafionally. From thence to Toree took up two 
hours. It is but a fmall town ; and, being a convenient ilage^ 
the inhabitants derive fome advantage from fupplying travellers^ 
with refreflimcnt* It is feparated from the province of Why- 
dah by a pretty deep and rapid river, whofe banks are coverci 
with ftately trees, and a great deal of clofe underwood, which, 
afford a commodious fhelter to elephants^ of which there ar6 
plenty hereabouts.. 

When the Dahomans under Trudo were about to crois this 
river, which was formerly the northern boundary of the Why- 
dah kingdom, the infatuated inhabitants, inftead of difputing^ 
the pafTage, or rifking a battle in defence of their country^ 
were contented to place, with great ceremony, the fetifh fnakc 
in the path, to oppofe the invading army ; which not anfwering 

their^ 
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their hopes and cfxpedlations, they deemed all other refiftancc 
vain, and fled precipitately before the conquerors. We crofled 
the river over a tolerably good bridge, formed by wooden piles 
placed at proper diAances, and covered with faggots and 
hurdles. 

Here wc overtook our porters; and the hammock men being 
difpofed to take a little reft and refrefhment, I intended to 
amufe myfelf with ftrolling through the town, and viewing it. 
I purpofed to do this alone, but found myfelf followed by my 
captain. On telling him I did not then require his attendance, 
and that he might remain with his companions ; he replied, 
that *' the Torees were a flrange fort of people, aod had bad 
** cuftoms; and, as he had to anfwer with his head for my 
" fafety, he would not truft me alone among a people who 
" made a pradlice of eating men." Though I was pretty cer- 
tain his fears for me were unneceflary, yet, to make him eafy, 
I returned to my party, refleding on the prejudices which 
people, refiding at not more than twenty miles diftance, en- 
tertained of their neighbours. 

When the hammock men had refl:ed a little, and taken a 
a flight repaft, we refumed our journey, and proceeded to a 
fmall town, called Azoway^ which we reached in a couple of 
hours, the road being very good, though we faw no fettle- 
ments or plantations between the two places. As the country, 
was covered with thick woods, and the grafs grew luxuriantly, 
higher than our heads, which prevented a free circulation of 
air, I found the heat, now that the fun had gained its meridian, 
fo extremely fatiguing, that when we reached Azoway, I 
readily coniented to the hammock men's propofal, of having my 

hammock 
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iMnnmock fufpended under the (hade of a fprtading tree, wliilid 
they went to bathe in an adjoining river : which done, and 
they having thereby refrefhcd themfelves exceedingly^ wc pio* 
Gecded with frefh fpirits for Ardra» which wo reached in tw^ 

hours. 

Ardra^ * or Alhdah^ ia pkafimtly filnatedf on a gcntlf rfflng 
eminence of gravelly foil. A prodigious numhejr of palm tiecs 
grow in the neighbourhood of it, which add greatly to the 
beauty of the profpc£t, and fupply the inhabitants with great 
quantities of the oil, which they bring to ooarket at Whydah^ 
in large callebalhes that contain from Eve to ten or twelve. gaU 
Ions each. The King and ieveral of his great men have houte 
here ; but they fetdom viiit them* 

I vtras conduced to apartments in a houfe belonging to one 
«f the King's officers^ which are appropriated to the accoo^- 
modation of white men on their journey ; and was prefented, 
by the man who had the care of it, with a jar di cool water« 
and a pot of the country beer, called pitto : which favour I 
acknowledged, by returning a flaik of brandy. 

Here we refplved to ilop for the day ; and my retinae, having- 
depoiited their haggage in my apartment, and fufpen^d the 
cotton hammock in which I travelled, with the raattrefs in it,. 
for my night's lodging, went to the quarters provided for thein> 
and left me to recover, in filence and retirement, from the fa* 
tiguc^ of the day ; nor was I interrupted by any impertinent 

curiofitjr 

^ This is not the capital: of tho former- kiagdom of /WdrSy but a Dshomaa 
town c^ltd by the fame name. Vide ante, p. 6. 
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curicfity of the town's-pcople during the remainder of it, but 
pnflcd the night without even a bolt to the door, in the moft 
perfect fecurity. My fleep, however, was greatly interrupted 
by the inceiTant howling, roaring, and barking of wild beaifls, 
particularly the jackals, called by the natives tweetivees, which, 
as if they had been its regular police, continued prowling 
through the town during the whole night, and difturbing us 
with their execrable cries. They are fierce, voracious animals, 
about the fize of a large maftifF dog, but much ftronger in all 
their parts, particularly the jaws, teeth and legs. Their feet 
arc very large, and armed with formidable claws. They quit 
their retreats in the woods foon after dark, and range in troops 
through the towns and plantations, in queft of food. Any 
domeflic animal that is not fecured in a houfe, or at leaflr 
within high walls, is fure to become their prey; nothing 
comes amifs to them ; when they cannot get better fare, they 
cat any kind of trafli : I have frequently fcen the flomachs of 
thofe that have been killed, full of pieces of broken callebafhes 
that had once contained oil, and of old cow-hides that had been 
ufcd for covering the rolls of Portuguefe tobacco. They arc 
the grcateft devourers of the carcafes of thofe who are executed 
as criminals, or facrificed at the public feflivals. 

They readily difcover dead bodies that are interred, and dra^ 
them out of their graves. This is a joint operation of feveral ; 
and when they have got their prey before them, thtfy danco 
and caper round it, with great exultation and howling, foe? 
fome time, before they devour it. When any of them finglyf 
falls in with a prize, he changes the horrid roaring which hcj 
ufcd in thc.purfuit, to another vile note, which is to fummoil 
his companions to come, and partake with him : and it is by 

Q^ the 
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the fame note that they announce the difcovery of a human grave, 
and colledt a party to explore its contents. I never knew an 
inflance where they attacked a coWj^ that they did not ieize the 
udder firft ; and in Whydah, where they arc very numerous, I 
have often known cows refcued from them, with the lofs of that 
part, by the exertions of the people, when they have run imme^r 
diately to the place where the piteous bellowings of the poor ani- 
mal direded them. I am furprized that Monf. Buff on (hould omit 
to mention, that though this animal has a flrong refemblance 
in figure to the wolf and canine fpecies, it differs from them 
in a ftriking. feature, by having only two teats, which arc 
placed one on each fide of the bread, like a monkey. * 

Early on the next morning, February 2d, we continued our 
journey acrofs a very agreeable, country, and having pafled 
through two villages, flopped at a town called Havee, and 
brcakfafted : it is but an inconfiderable place, though the King 
has a houfe in it. Our ftay here was no longer than neccflary, 
and we proceeded to Whybow ; which place I reached about 
ten o'clock, and was kindly received by the hofpitable old 
Caboceer, who provided an excellent dinner for me, and gave 
my whole retinue abundant proof of his liberality, byfupplying 
them plentifully with good cheer. This old man's name was 
Jabrakou; he had been a warrior in his youth, and having 
acquitted himfelf with reputation, was rewarded with the 
government of this town. I found him a keen fportfman : he 

did 

* Mirifica pudendorum conformatio extat. A foemina, mas baud facile- 
dignofci poteft. Laiitanc penis ac teftes intus, fubter cutem hypogaftricam. 
Per foramen effluic urina; penisque in coitu detruditlir. Tantam autem rima 
labiis muliebribus profert fimilttudinem, ut, fpecic prima, valde ambiguum 
fcxus. eftimetur, ec quafi Hermapbroditicum. 



OF BOSSA AHADEE. II5 

did not like domtflic animals, he faid, but the chace furniOied 
him with a variety of delicacies : and he {hewed me his larder^ 
which was well ftored with buffalo, venifoii of different fizes 
and forts, wild hog, and Agouti^ or BuJh^Cat. Of all thefc 
he preffed me to partake for my journey, which though I 
declined as having no occafion for them ; yet, on coming away, 
heinfifledon my accepting a coupleof nice Guinea fowls, which 
he faid he had ordered to be roafled for my fupper. It was 
with much difficulty I prevailed upon him to accept a fmall 
prefent in return i which he refufed to do, . until I promifed 
to fpend a few days with him on a hunting party, at my 
return. 

I recoiled Monf. BufFon fays, the Agouti is peculiar to the 
new world, and is found no where but in America ; yet they 
abound in this part of Africa, are gregariou? animals, and are 
cfteemed a great dainty by the natives. The Bufh-cat, by 
which name it is diflinguilhed by the Britifh traders at this 
coafl, approaches nearly, in the length of its body, to that of 
a full grown hare, and is rather thicker. The body, when 
diverted of its fkin, appears incafed with fat, like a hog. 
The tail is fhort, and not bulhy. I do not remember the 
number of its claws ; but the feet are fmall, and do not feem 
formed for burrowing in the earth. The hinder legs are longer 
than the fore ones, and the ears are rounded and fhort. The 
lads who feized and brought them to me for fale, related that 
the pradlice was to wait for thefe animals in their haunts, 
morning and evening ; that they were generally feen in compa- 
nies, or probably families of fifteen or twenty, following 
one another in the Hime path. The head-moft were fuffered to 
j)afs on unmolefled, and then an affault was made upon the rear 

CL2 of 
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of the party with flicks ; by this manoeuvre, two or three were 
ufually taken prifoners. On my afking the reafon why they 
did not make their firft attack upon the leaders ? they replied, 
that in Aich a cafe the affailants would be expofed to the fury of 
all that followed, and that their bite was extremely fevere ; which 
I was induced to believe, as they are furnifhed with two very 
formidable incifory teeth in the upper jaw. By beginning with 
the rear, they told me there was little danger ; becaufe, thofe 
which were already pafled, continued to march on, without 
difturbing themfelves about the fate bf their companions. The 
mu25zle of the Bujh-cat, except the upper lip, which is divided 
like a hare's, is not very unlike that of a rat; the upper jaw 
projedling confidcrably beyond the lower. Inftead of fofthair, 
this animal is covered with harfh, coarfe, ftifF bridles, which 
adhere fo little to the flcin, as to be feparated by a flight touch. 
This creature is endued with a power of eredling its bridles, 
which are of a brownifli colour, clouded with dark (pots. It 
is on the authority of the Braiilian Portuguefe captains, who 
trade to Whydah, that I fuppofe this animal to be the Agouti ; 
for they aflure me, that it is not at all different from thofe 
which are fo common in Brafil i and the French captains, 
who had been at Cayenne, concur in the fame opinion. The 
African Agouti is very fat, and its flefh taftes greafy and ftrong, 
unlefs it has been cured by fmoak ; which is a preparation that 
makes it exceedingly palatable* ^ 

Having 

* Pifi (Hift, Nat. lib. 3.) enumerates five (pedes of the Lepus in Brafil ; 
of which, the Agouti is the third. In the circumfiances particularly of its 
bulk and fpots, the Bufh-cat of Whydah feems to have a nearer refcmblance to 
the Paca, which ftands foremoft in his claflification. The American Agouti 
is rather a fmallcr animal ^ has fliort round ears j its hinder feet are armed with 

fix 
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Haring Aaid with this friendly old man until evening, I 
fet off for ^ppoj/f which is ^n hour and a halfs journey i 
and lodged there, in a houfe provided, by the king's order, for 
the accommodation of white people. I was now come to the 
difagreeable and fatiguing part of the journey, and judged fome 
reft neceflary, previous to entering upon it. Here the great 
wood commences, through which, the path is fo narrow, 

crooked, 

fix claw?, and its anterior with only four : when it is eating, it holds the food 
between its fore paws, and fits ereA on its haunches. It produces feventeen 
young ones at a litter, thrice in the year. In Pen Lahat*s Voyage aux IJles de 
rAmiriquij is a bad figure of it ; but his defcription is very correA. He fpeaks 
of three fpecies obferved in the Caribbee iflands, Peter Martyr allots the fame 
number to the ifland of St* Domingo : they were the common food of the 
Indian^, who caHed them the 17//, or Outij which fcarcely differs from the 
continental name, Acoutu 

That it is common to Africa and America, is a curious faA» Are we to 
fuppofe, that there once exifted an a£lual junction of the two continents ? Or, 
that an intercourfe of navigation prevailed between them in remote ages, prior 
to any hiftory or tradition that has reached us ? To the former fuppofition it 
will be objeSed, that the elephant, and other quadrupeds of Africa, have never, 
(as far as we are informed) been feen in America, either by the Indian Abo- 
rigines, or by the firfl European difcoverers; and that America, in its turn, 
poflTcfTes fome not yet known to exift in Africa, as the Tamandua^iic* Navi- 
gators, indeed, might tranfport from one country to the other, a breed of the 
fmaller efculent quadrupeds, as the Agouti, for example. This is a fubjeA 
upon which a great deal of various conjeAure may be hazarded ; but of which 
z>othing can now with certainty be known. 

Father Labat, who was an admirer of good cheer, to (hew he was not unin- 
flrudled in the art of cookery, gives us a receipt for the befl manner of drefiing this 
animal. He tells us, that, *^ firft of all, it is to be fcalded with milk, like a 
*< pig ; and, when intended for the fpit, great care mud be taken to fill its 
•* paunch with, a rich fluffing, compofed of the harflet, mixed with yolks of 
*f <^gg8» fwect herbs, and fpicery. 1 have eaten it, (fays he), many a time,. 
«< dicfled according to this, and other fafhions, and always found it an excel* 
^ lent dilb, and of eafy digeflion/' Tom. III. fol. 25. 
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crooked, and bad, that it is impaflable to be carried in % 
hammock, even at the prefent, which is the bed and drieft 
feafon of the year : during the rains, it is almofl; impaifable. 

We entered the wood at three o'clock in the morning, Fe- 
bruary 3d, with the advantage of a bright moon and ferene 
iky. The captain of the guard difpofed his men, fome in fronts 
fome in rear, with loaded muflcets, to defend us from the 
attacks of wild hearts, with which this dreary wood abounds 1 
on each fide of me, two of the hammock men carried lan- 
terns with lighted candles in them, on which the natives have 
great reliance for terrifying the hearts of prey : the whole party 
finging, and ihouting as loud as they could bellow i blowing 
their trumpets, and firing mufkets occafionally i which, with 
the chattering of monkeys, alarmed at our approach, the 
Equalling of parrots^ the roaring of wild hearts, apd the crafliing 
.and milling of elephants through the underwood, formed the 
mort horrid difcord that can be conceived. 

After a fatiguing march of five hours, we reached Agrimee^ 
.a fmall town on the oppofite fide of the woodj where we 
halted fome time, to breakfaft ; and then rcfumed our journey 
to Calmina, which we reached in two hours. Calmina is a 
large 'town, and may contain about fifteen thoufand inhabit- 
ants. The King frequently rcfides here, and has a fpacious 
houfe, which occupies, with its appendages, almoft as much 
ground as St. James s Park : it is enclofed with a high mud 
wall, which forms nearly a fquare; On a former vifit, I 
imcafurcd one fide of it, and found it one tbouj'andfeven hundred 

paces 
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paces lbng*i in the centre is a gateway, and large guard-houfc,, 
on the roof of which, are expofed, a great number of fkuUs of 
prifoners taken in war. 

At Calmina, I was introduced into apartments in the May<%^ 
hou's houfe, where I met a mcflenger from him, with com* 
pliments to congratulate me on my fafe arrival ; and defiring to 
be informed, what time I propofed to enter Abomey, and 
whether I would confent to be received in Jiate^ by the great 
officers of the court ? a ceremony which confifts of the prime 
minifler, and other head men, meeting the viiitor about half 
a mile from town, on horfeback ; with numerous attendants^ 
under arms, who perform their military exercifc, and fire a 
few rounds of mufketry. After which^ the great men alight,, 
and receive the ftranger under the fhade of large umbrellas; 
prefent him firft with a tumbler of cool water, and after- 
wards with a fmall glafs of fpirits, which is drank to the 
king's health ; and then the whole body accompany him into- 
the. town*. 

I declined this honour, as agreeing but badly with my prefent 
fatigue: and having difmifled the meflenger, charged with* 
compliments, on my part, to his mafter ; I remained there till 
evening, jn the interim, an old lady of the houfe provided. 
me with an excellent dinner ; which came very fcafonably, as^ 
the porters, with my provifions, did not arrive in time, owing ^ 
to their fatigue in crofling the wood. 

I left Calmina, at five in the evening, and profecuted my 
journey for Abomey, which I reached in two hours.. The inter- 
mediate. 

* From the ftaturcofMr. Norris, this is nearly as many yards, .or about aat 
Eiigliih mile, J. F. 
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mediate country is cleared of trees i and the road, which is an 
excellent one, lying high, affords a plcafihg profpeil of the 
country. I found it in high cultivation i chiefly of corn and 
callivanccs, for the fupply of the adjoining towns. Half way 
between Calminaand Abomey, is a country houfeof the King's, 
called Dawhce, which was the ancient refidence of his family, 
and the capital of their little territory, before they emerged 
from their original obfcurity. 

On roy arrival at the gate of Abomey, I was faluted with 
fifteen guns, and conduced to the white men's apartments in 
the Mayhou's houfe; whofe fteward waitod on me, with a 
prefent from his maftcr, of a jar of cool water, a pot of pitto^ 
and fome fowls. This officer foon made his appearance, 
accompanied by the Yavougah, or vice-roy of Wydah, and 
prefentcd the King's compliments, on my fafe arrival, and 
cfcape from accidents or ficknefs on the journey. This polite« 
nefs was followed by a prefent from the King, of a iheep, 
fome fowls, two jars of pitto^ two bafkets of corn-flour, a 
callebaih of palm oilf one of falt^ and a flaik of brandy. 

Having had occafion to mention the Mayhou, it may be 
neceffary to explain his office, and that of a few others, who 
will be introduced in the fequel. The prime minifter is called 
the Tamegan : he is the firft civil officer of the ftate, and ranks 
immediately after the King ; be is the only perfon in his domi- 
nions whofe head the King may not take off at his pleafure : it 
is the Tamcgan's duty to affift the King with his advice, 
and to aid him in the cares of government 5 and upon the 
deceaie of the King, he and the Mayhou have the power 
of appointing which of his fons is to fucceed him. The next 

in 
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in rank is ftyled the Mayboti ; he is alfo a counfellor of the king, 
and adts as mafter of the ceremonies i he direds, or fuperintends 
the public feftivals of the court; and has the care of all ftrangcrs 
*that vifit Dahomy, whether Europeans, Moors, or Negro 
' ambafladors, from neighbouring ftates. The Tamcgan and he, 
are judges in criminal cafes ; and one or other of them are 
almoft conftantly with the king, informing him of every cir- 
cumftance that pafles. The Agaoiv is commander in chief of 
the army. The Yavougah is vice-roy of Why dab \ the literal 
tranflation of his title is, " Captain of the white men*.'' The 
Jabou is mafter of the horfe ; he has the care of criminals, and 
is to fee their puniftiments inflided ; he has alfo the fupcrin- 
tendance of the plantations, which fupply the king's houfhold 
with provifions ; and is to fee that the women who are to cultivate 
them are not remifs in the difcharge of their duty, Thefe arc 
the principal perfbnages of the kingdom ; to which offices 
they have no hereditary claim ; being appointed to them by the 
king's particular favour, arifing from the opinion he entertains 
of their qualifications ann abilities. 

The court was engaged at this time in the celebration of a 
grand feftival, which continues feveral weeks, and is called " the 
annual cujioms •,'* when the king waters the graves of his ancef-- 
tors with the blood of many human vi<ftim8. The governors 
of the forts at Whydah are cxpedled to attend^ and make a 
prefent on the occafion j which (hould confift of at leaft one 
piece of Indian damafk, or fome other handfome filk. The 
vice-roy of Whydah, and the governors of the different towns 
and provinces, muft be there with their prefents alfo ; and give 

R . aa 

Tav9u^ white man— ^fi/^> Captain. A, D* 



122 A JOURNEY TO THE COURT 

an account of their condudl, and of every circumftance which 
the king wiflies to be informed of. They who acquit them* 
felves to his fatisfa£lion, have the honour to receive fome mark 
of his approbation ; which is generally a large cotton cloth, ' 
manufadlured in the Eyeo country, of excellent workmanfliip, 
which they afterwards wear for an upper garment. The black, 
merchants, or trading men, and indeed every head of a family, 
muft alfo attend for a few days, and bring a quantity oi cowries^ 
proportioned to their circumflances* Each of them endeavours 
to make his prefent, which is in fa£t a taxj as refpedable as he 
can i and would be reprimanded, or perhaps punifhed, if he did 
not do fo. They are all attended by their domeflics ; and the 
young fellows anjong them, who are deiirous of having female 
companions, bring, each, the favings of their induftry, if it 
amount to five cabefs, or twenty thouland cowries^ which they 
lay before the king's gate ; and proflrating themfelves in the^ 
duft, beg to be favoured with wives > which is generally com- 
plied with* The females are handed out from the palace, and 
diftributed among the petitioners, and the cowries received in 
return. Each mufl: take the female that is aflignedhim: be 
(he old or young, handfome or deformed, he is obliged to rcccivc^ 
her. Sometimes I have known the king^s wives,, who are the 
agents in this bufinefs, hand out, in malicious fport, the manV 
mother to him ; whom he muft maintain afterwards, and waic^ 
content, till his circumftances enable him to- try his luck otx 
£)me future occafion« 

The ftate principles from which this mode of fupplying 
wives is derived are, that *' parents have no fort of property iix 
•* their children in the Dahoman territories :" they ^* belong 
*^ entirely to the king,'' are taken from their mothers at an 

earljr 
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early age, and diftributed in villages remote from the places of 
their nativity ; where they remain fubjccft to his future appro- 
bation of them, with but little chance of their being ever fecn, 
or at le^ft recognized by their parents, afterwards. The motive 
£3r this is, that there may be no family connedtions, or combi-* 
nations; no affociations, that might be injurious to the king's 
unlimited power. Hence, each individual is detached, and 
unconnected ; and having no relative for whom he is intereftcd, 
is folicitous only for his own fafety ; which he confults, by the 
mod abjedt fubmiflion and obedience. Here, paternal affedtions^ 
and filial love, fcarcely exifl:. Mothers, inflead of cheri(hing» 
endeavour to fupprefs thofe attachmentsfor their offspring, which 
they know will be violated, as foon as their children are able to 
undergo the fatigue of being removed from them. 

On the annual return of the Cujloms^ at which all muft 
attend, unlcfs prevented by ficknefs, every perfon being imme- 
diately in the king's power ; they who have been guilty of any 
delinquency, are apprehended without any trouble, and inquiry 
into fmall oflFences is frequently deferred to that time; but^ 
on a iuipicion of crimes that' merit immediate inveftigation» 
fuch as imprudent familiarity with the king's women^ witch- 
craft, or thoft^ the oflFender is vifited by certain meflengers, 
called balf'beads*^ who bring the criminal before the ma- 
giftrate of the town ; and if the offence be proved, they either 
cany his head with them, in a bag, to (hew the king that 

R a fentence, 

* From having one half of their heads fhaved, and the hair permitted to 
grow to its full length on the other ; which, with half a dozen ftringsof human 
teeth that reach from the right ihoulder acrofs the breaft and back to the oppo« 
fite knee, gives them a firange appearance. R. N. 
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fcntence has been executed, or condudt him to the capital^ to 
receive his punifliment there. 

At this time too the king informs himfelf, particularly, of 
the behaviour of each of his flaves : the meaneft of whom has^ 
accefs to him upon thi^ occafion, and, if injured, has an oppor- 
tunity of applying perfonally, and in private, for redrefs : v^hich 
is a check on the conduA of thofe in power, and, no doubt, 
prevents them from opprefling their inferiors. There are indeed 
but few inftances of perfonal injuries in this country ; for as^ 
they are a// flaves to the king, thofe who enjoy any pre-emi- 
nence are cautious how they abufe their fellow flaves, left they 
incur the difpleafure of their common mafl:er ; and from thi& 
terror, in quarrels between equals, they content themfelves* 
with exprefliBg their indignation in mutual inveftive; and 
rarely proceed to blows, lefl: a iing's fiave fliould be hurt,, which* 
would be of ferious confequences to the aggreflbr. 

I was fufiered to remain uninterrupted in my apartments the^ 
day after my arrival, to recoverfrom the fatigue of the journey ; ex- 
cept that, towards evening, an old man begged leave to come in ^ 
and, approaching with great refpecft, produced a fmall calabafli* 
containing a few pebbles, which he turned out upon the floor, 
and counting them deliberately over, fliewedme there were fifteen 
of them, which I rccolle<3:ed was the number of guns that wcr^ 
fired on the preceding evening; and finding that he was th^' 
gunner, I paid him his perquifite of an * ackey of cowries^ andl 
a flaflc of brandy, and defired him to fliew me his artillery ; to 
which he readily agreed, and conducted me to an open fpace ir» 

the 
* One tboufand, value as. 6d. A. P. 
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the town, where I found twenty-two two pounders, and two 

fixes, without any carriages ; not arranged for defence, but 

lying on logs of wood, to be fired occafionally for falutcs, and. 
on public rejoicings* 

• 

The town is large, and may contain about twenty-four thou^ 
/and inhabitants. It is built without any order, or the leafl 
regard paid to the regularity of the ftreets. A number of fmaU 
huts for the women, and a fliady piazza or two for the mafter, 
the whole inclofed with a high mud wall^, form the acconxmo- 
dations of each family. It is fituated upon a dry gravelly plain, 
and is fupplied with water from a rivulet near two miles off, 
which makes that article dear:, a number of women being; 
employed in carrying it round the towi>, in earthen pots, to fell. 
The town is furrounded by a wide and deep ditch §, but has no 
breaft-work ; nor does it appear how they have difpofed of the 
clay that has been dug out of it, unlefs it has been expended in 
conftrui^ng the mud walls of their houfes. There are, in 
different places, four wooden bridges acrofs this ditch, and a 
guard-houfe at each,, in which fome foldiers are flationed. 

The King has two houfes, called Dabomy and Gringomy^. 
in the town ; and another without the gates, called Dam^ 
^ogey ; they are about the fame dimenfions as that at Calmina ;. 
and, like it, are inclofed by a mud wall, about twenty feet 
high. In pafling the guard-houfe, at the door of Gringomy 
palace, I obferved a great number of human ikuUs, fixed on 
fmall ilakes on the roof of it, which had belonged, to prifoner^^ 

takea 

^ It is fo deep, that the lofty trees planted in its bottom reach very little^ 
above the furface. Cape. Fayrer. J* F. 
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taken in war. On each fide of the door was a pile of human 
heads^ at lead fifty in each; and at a few yards diflance^ oppo« 
fite to the door, was a fmall flage, about ten feet high, on which 
lay about two dozen heads of unfortunate vidims, who had been 
facrificed a few days before, at fome of the late feflivals. 

On my return, I received a mcffage from the King, who de-- 
fired to fee me next morning, in Dahomy-houfe. I prepared 
accordingly for my vifit, by unpacking a very handfome fedan 
chair, and a chamber organ, which I had previoufly fent up 
from Whydah. Thefe I conveyed early in the morning by my 
porters to the palace, and followed them, at ten o'clock^ 
February 5, accompanied by my linguifl. I was received at the 
door by the Mayhou. On each fide of it was a human head^ 
recently cut off, lying on a flat flone, with the face down, and 
the bloody end of the neck towards the entrance. In the guard* 
houfe were about forty women, armed with a mufket and cut- 
lafs each ; and twenty eunuchs, with bright iron rods in their 
hands ; one of whom flipped away, to announce my arrival. 
The Mayhou, walking cautioufly forward, conducted mc through 
the firft court to a door, near which were two more heads^ 
where heproflrated himfclf, and kiffed the ground ; on which 
it was opened by a female, and we entered a fecond court, two 
fides of which were formed by long fhady piazzas. lA this we 
were met by the Tamegan and Yavougah, who, with the May- 
hou, frequently knelt down, and kiffed the ground, pronouncing 
aloud fome of the King's titles, as we walked acrofs this courts 
in which were ranged fix human heads. From this we pafled 
through a third door into the court, where the King waited for 
us. He was feated on a handfome chair of crimfon velvet, 
ornamented with gold fringe, arid placed on a carpet^ in a fpa- 

cious 
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cidus cool piazza, which occupied one fide of the court. He 
was fmoaking tobacco, and had on a gold-laced hat, with a plume 
€f oftrich feathers. He wore a rich crinafon damafk robe, 
wrapped loofcly round him'; yellow flippers, but no ftockings* 
Several women were employed fanning him ; and others, with 
whiiks, to chace away the flics. One woman, on her knees 
before him, held a gold cup for him to fpit in. 

When the door which led into this court was opened, the 
Tamegan and his two companions immediately fell down,, 
nibbed their foreheads in the dud, kiflTed the ground repeatedly, 
and approached the King, crawling on their hands and knees^ 
proftrating themfelves frequently, and throwing the duft plen* 
tifully, with both hands, upon their heads : had it been mud 
from preceding rain, the fiimc ceremony would have been per- 
formed. 

Having bowed to the King, I was direded to a chair a few 
yards from him ; and having drunk his health in a fmall glafs of 
brandy, and he mine, he inquired after the health of his brother,. 
King George of England ; and aflced fome queftions refpedting. 
my voyage. Wc converfed, through the medium of my fer- 
Tant, who a£ted as interpreter ; and of the Mayhou, who firfl: 
kiflTed the ground, before he prefumed to repeat the King's words^ 
to my fervant : a cuflom always obferved in every part of the. 
country, as well as in the royal prefence,. when a perfon has^ 
occaflon to repeat the king's words,, or deliver any meflage or 
order of his. After fome converiation, he deflred me to let 
him hear the organ, and appeared much pleafed vsdth the tunes*. 
I then explained the ufe of the fedan chair ; which I repre- 
iented as much oiore convenient tbaa the hammock, which he 

generally/ 



nzi AJOURNEY TO THE COURT 

generally iiied. Half a dozen of his hammock men were then 
•introduced, crawling on their hands and knees ; and, by his 
<3elire, I went into the fedan, and, direding them what to do, 
•was carried by them all in turns, until they appeared to be pretty 
expert at their bufinefs. He then went into it himfelf, and 
was carried repeatedly round the court, amidfl the (houts and 
acclaii)ations of his minifters, his women, and his hammock men. 
It was a fmart fhowy thing, covered with red morocco leather, 
and lined with white filk. He was aftotiifliingly delighted with 
it, and diverted himfelf with opening and drawing the curtains, 
which he deemed a moft ingenious contrivance. At laft, in 
the exultation of his foul, fome of the eunuchs were called in 
to fupply the place of the hammock men ; and the door leading 
from the piazza to his private apartments being opened, he was 
carrieu by them to difplay his finery among his women. On 
which I had permiflion to depart, and his nobles retired in the 
fame abjefl: manner which they obferved in approaching him. 
In the evening, I purchafed thirty-two flaves, which finiflied 
the bufinefs of the day. 

On the next morning (February 6) I had an invitation to 
come, if it were agreeable, and be a fpedator of' fome amufe- 
ments at the king's gate, at Gringomy, which I accepted, as I 
underftood that the Agaow, or general, had returned, in the 
preceding night, froni an expedition againft the Mahees, and 
had brought fome prifoners, which I wiflied to enquire about. I 
found the Tamegan, Mayhou, Yavougah, Agaow, and Jahou, 
feated on ftools, placed on leopards fkins, at the king's gate, 
and flieltered under large umbrellas from the fun. An accom- 
modation of the fame fort was provided for me. A great con* 
£ourfe of people was affembled ^ but I found it was not a time 

or 
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or place for bufinefs, fo entertained myfclf with the droll diftor- 
tions, and antic dances of a multitude of people, to the harfh 
mufic of a variety of inftruments. Amidft all this feftivity, 
Ihouldaman's foot flip, andoccafion him to fall, it is regarded 
as a bad omen, and the poor wretch is immediately taken out 
of the crowd, and his head flruck off, without any interruption 
to. the dance, which goes on, as if nothing had happened. 

To thefe fucceeded a troop of about two hundred and fifty 
females, whofe motions and grimaces were ftill more comic, if 
poflible, than what had preceded. This band was compofed 
of ladies of pleafure, ordered to be fuch by royal authority. 
This is a precaution taken by government to prevent the peace 
of private families being violated, and is perhaps more neceflary 
here than in any other flate, as adultery is feverely puniflied, and 
every indifcretion of gallantry expofes the delinquents to death, 
or flavery : cfpecially too, as the people of rank cngrofs the 
major part of the women. 

The King's feraglio confifts of between three and four thou- 
sand. His principal men have from one hundred to three or 
four hundred wives each ; and people in humbler ftations, from 
half a dozen to twenty. From this unequal diftribution, in 
which the rights of mankind are infringed^ and their wants 
egregioufly mifcalculated, the lower clafs. remain unprovided 
with female companions : but in every town there is a certain 
number of women, proportioned to its fize, who arp to be 
obliging to every cuftomer that ofl^rs. The price of their 
favours is regulated, and very moderate ; and though thefe 
poor creatures pay a heavy tax annually, which was the occafion 
of their being convened at prefent, yet by brewing fmall beer, 

S and 
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and breeding poultry for' faje, added to what their occupation 
brings in, they are enabled to live : and I am inclined to think 
there are wretches in the world, of the fame profcflion, more 
miferable than thefe. 

Whatever entertainment this fcene might have afforded, it 
was damped by my fervant's officioufnefs, in pointing out feven 
men, with their ankles and wrifls fecured round tall pofts, fixed 
in the ground, where they were to remain till the night pre- 
ceding the next feftival, when their heads were to be flruck off* 
Thefe unhappy vidiims, though confcious of their impending 
fate, were not indifferent to the mufic, which they fecmed to 
enjoy, by endeavouring to beat time to it. An equal number 
of horfcs were like wife faftened tp flakes, on the oppofite fide, 
and were to fuffer the fame fate. * I foon took my leave, and 
quitted this fcene of diflrefs ; but had not proceeded far, before 
I was almoft fuffocated by an ihfupportable flench, which, upon 
looking round, I found to proceed from the heads of thirty-two 
horfes and thirty-fix men, who had been maflacrcd on two 
preceding feflivals, not for any crime of theirs, but as a facrificc 
to the miftaken grandeur of the king, and agreeable to cuftom 
immemorial. 



Diredting my courfe from thence towards the market-place, 
I found at the entrance of it two gibbets, about twenty feet 

high^ 

* It is an ancient cuftomamongft fa vage nations toofFerupall kinds of animaU 
taken in war. The Hermunduri, in a war with the Catti, after it was4>verj. 
made one general facrifice of men, horfes, &c. ** Fi^ferts diverfam aclem Marti ae 
** Mircurii facravere^ quo voto equi^ viri, iundfu vi^la Qccidioni dantur.'* Taciti 
Annaliura Lib. 13, in fine. J. F. 
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high, with a murdered man hanging naked by the ankles to 
each ; and at the other end of the market, two other gibbets, 
furniflied in the fame manner. Thefe poor wretches had been 
put to death by blows of heavy clubs on the head, and had their 
privities cut clofc off, that the delicacy of the King's women, 
who had to march under them, in proceflion, on a feftival, 
about eight days before, might not be offended. The birds of 
prey were tearing out their bowels, and devouring them piece- 
meal ; which the natives looked at without the leaft emotion ; 
only admiring the grandeur of the King, who could defray the 
expence of fuch exhibitions. I obferved in the market, that 
the fle(h of dogs was expofcd for falc here, as well as at Why- 
dah> in common with that of other animals. 

February 7th. Early this morning I went to the gate of 
Dahomy houfe, to fee a proceflion of the King's women, who 
came out, in number about feven hundred, neatly dreffcd, and 
danced in the parade before the guard-houfe, where a number 
of men under arms were drawn up at a diftance, to prevent the 
populace from approaching them. Upon their retiring, the 
Agaow advanced with about five thoufand men under arms, 
who went through the various evolutions of their exercife; and 
concluded with a general dance, and fome war-fongs. After 
which, I went in to pay my refpefts to the King, and by his 
defire played over the tunes on the chamber- organ. It had 
three barrels, which made it rather too complicated a buiinefs 
for him. It played feveral agreeable tunes, and fome feled; 
marches ; but he preferred the hundred and fourth pfalm; and 
I fixed the barrel to that, at hi$ requeft, for his future amufe* 
meht. 

S 1 February 
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February 8 th. This morning I received ameflage from the 

King, to wait on him at Dahomy houfe ; which I did, and 

found him fitting in a piazza, dreffed in a filk night-gown. 

Having bowed to him, I was direfled to a chair, where fome 

flaves were ready to hold a large umbrella over me. The King 

was attended by his great officers of ftate, and the parade crowded 

with a multitude of the populace. At a little diflance from 

me fat a dozen fwarthy men, with turbans on their heads, and 

cloathed with cotton fhirts, made like furplices, long loofe 

drawers or trowfers of the fame, and morocco leather flippers, 

Thefe people are called here Malays ; they fpeak and write 

Arabic 5 and are fuppofed to come from the northern part of 

Africa, from the confines of morocco, and the ftates of Bar- 

bary. They travel to this, and other parts of Africa, more 

remote ; for they vifit Angola, apparently from motives of 

trade ; and yet I could not difcover that they purfued any 

branch of it, that was of importance enough to be an objed. 

They buy hides, andflcinsy which ihey tan and work intohorie- 

furniture, tobacco pouches, and other ufeful articles ; and carry 

fome bales of flcins back with them. Whatever be the real 

motives of their journey,, they behave with propriety, and are 

courteoufly received, and much refpedled wherever they come. 

They profefs the Mahometan religion ; and when their long 

lent of Ramadan is over, the King annually kills an elephant 

lofeaftthem.f 

'SOOD 

^ Thefe Malays, or Mullahs, are noticed by SnelgnHre, who, on his vifitat 
the canvp of Guadja Trudo, the former king of Dahomy, obferved two of 
them, and was informed that they belonged to a far inland nation, bordering 
on the Moors, and, together with thirty-eight others of their countrymen, had 
been taken prlfoncrs at diiFerent times, wbilft they wcxe trading from one 

country 
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Soon after I was feated, the mufic, which^ befides trumpets, 
flutes, and bells, confifled principally of a multitude of drums,^ 
of various fizes, began to play, and a numerous crowd danced 
to this rough harmony. When one band was tired, they were 
relieved by another, and thefe by two more. After fome time, 
tables were Ipread with abundance of good vidluals, at one of 
which I dined, as did alfo the Mallays at another. Adahoonzou,. 
the King's eldefl fon, and heir apparent, who knew me on former 
viiits here, fquatted down behind my chair, and condefcendedc 
to receive a roafled fowl, and fome other things, which I handed 
to him from my table. But the King never eats in public ; it 
is even criminal to fuppofe he ever eats at all ; or that he is fb> 
much like other mortals, as to want the refrefhment of fleep. 
When the repaft was over, the mafic was renewed ; and tba 

King. 

country to another. They were in hSt itinerant Arabs, poffibly mpngrek,, 
expert in writing Arabic, and in the art of dying with a variety of colours, 
^oat and (boep (kins, which they manu&dured into ^cartbuch-iboxes, bAg$ for 
holding gunpowder, and- trappings for horfes. By thefe valuable talents they 
had fo far attca^d the admiration and efteem.of their conqueror, that he treated^ 
them with extraordinary marks of favour. The title of Mullahs, or Mollahs,^ 
which properly belongs to an order of Mahometan priefts, whofe c^ce it is to- 
fupervife and contft>ul the Cadis, may poffibly be aflumed to give tbemfelvesa 
greater air of dignity ; and it is laot improbable, but that under the Hnfufpet^d: 
appearance of traders, they nwy be fecretly employed as miffionaries, to make 
known and fpread the do£dlnes of the Koran among thefe interior black, 
nations. If the negroes fliould ever be difpofed to lay afidc their own heredi— ' 
tary fuperftitions, it is hardly a doubt but they will embrace Mahometifm in^ 
preference to any other religious fyftem, becaufe it allows polygamy, flatters • 
their prejudices in many other refpei^s, and will induce a conformky -of faith 
and manners with their northern and north-eaftern neighbours. But as yer,, 
they do not feem, in general, inclined to adopt a change* The remnant of 
the Whydahs, who had efcaped the edge of GuadjaTrudo's fword, were abun*- 
dantly thankful to him, for permitting them to coatinuc ipthe enjoymem of. 
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King advanced into the parade, followed by a guard of twenty- 
four women, armed each with a blunderbufs, where he danced 
for fomc time, to convince his fubjecfts of his heahh and adlivity : 
to their inexpreflible joy and fatisfadtion, which they manifefted 
in theloudeft acclamations. He then teftified his approbation 
of the performance of his muficians, by rewarding them with 
eighty ounces * - of cowries, which were brought in by three 
hundred and twenty of his wives, each carrying a cabefsy or four 
thoufand of them, in a brafs pan, which they diflributed to 
the drummers, who departed, highly fatisiied ; and I alfo took 
my leave, and withdrew. 

February 8. On my arrival this morning at Gringomy- 
houfe, I found a vaft concourfe of people afTembled. I was 
received by the Mayhou, who conduded me into a fpacious 
parade ; on each fide of the entrance were three human heads, 
that had been cut off the night before ; and in the centre was 
crefted a lofty tent, or large umbrella, fliaped like a fugar-loaf, 
about fifty feet high, and forty feet wide; it was open below, 
and refted on a circular range of fmall iron rails, through which 
the king could have a view of what paffed in the parade. He 
foon made his appearance, and feated himfelf, amidfl theihouts 
and acclamations, of the people under his tent, on an elegant 
armed chair, covered with crimfon velvet, and ornamented with 
carving and gilding. I was placed under the fliade of a large 

umbrella, 

* An ounce here means an ounce valuta of which there arc two forts : the 
ounce oi gold^ worth four pounds fterling; and the ounce tradcy of only 
half that value, which is the quantity alluded to. Now, this being given in 
cowries, the weight of each ounce is about forty-two pounds avoirdupoife, and 
ithe whole quantity about a ton and a half weight. See the following Table. J. F. 
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nmbrella, the Mallays on my right, and on my left about thirtjr 
eunuchs, with each a bright iron rod in his hand, and drefi'ed 
like women. After the mufic had played about half an hour, 
with the confufed noife of which, and the fhouts and fongs of 
the multitude, I was almofl flunned ; a droll harlequin en- 
tered, who entertained the King with an odd fort of dance, and 
fired occaiionally a blunderbufs, with five barrels, which gave 
the King fo much fatisfa(5tion, that he fent him five cabefs of 
cowries, or fifty fhillings, * 

The proceflion then began, with a guard of an hundred and 
twenty men, carrying blunderbufles, who marched out two 
a-^breaft 5 next, fifteen of the King's daughters, fine comely 
women, in the prime of life, attended by fifty fetliale flaves ;. 
after them marched, in regular order, one by one, fcvcn hun- 
dred and thirty of his wives, bearing provifions and liquors for 
an entertainment in the market-place ; thefe were followed by 
a guard of ninety wonaen under arms, with drums beating. A 
table v^ras then laid, and I breakfafted, whilft the proceflioa 
continued. Six troops advanced, each confifting of feventy 

women, 

* A complete tablfeof theDahoman monies, numbers, and weights, colleded. 
from the feveral authors. 

40 cowries i tocky, or firing No. 40 value o i^ 

5 tockys I galhina 200 o 6 

• 5galhinas i ackey looo 2 6 

4ackeys i cabefs 4000 100 

4 cabefs I ounce, trade i6cco 40 o 

Now from this ounce, weighing on experiment about 451b. troy, or 4alb.* 
avoirdupoife, the weights in the laft column are determined.. J. F. 
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W6mefi, \trith a diftiriguifhed Iav6urite walking under an urn* 
httlh at its hfead. She who led the van was held by the 
Kiiig Slid het aftendaftts is toofacfed to be fecn; ib that they 
icCBted her effedttially ftotn my fight with the umbrella, and 
tirtkin long tafgtftS of leather, covered with red and blue 
taffeta. With which they ehdoriii>affed hcf* In the laft troop 
Were two bnibtellas, and four favouritesi very fine women, who 
Were faid to be in higher efteelii with the King than any, except 
the lady before mentioned. All thefe entertained the King with 
their fongs and dances as they paflcd ; and the favourites went 
into the tent to pay their refpedta, and received confiderable 
prefents of cowries from him. 

The women were fuccceded by ten bands of his younger 
children^ fifteen in each, from about feven to fifteen years old, 
each band confifting of thofe that were nearly of the fame age 
and fi£e» Seven troops of fifly women each followed next, each 
troop ptefceded by two Englifh flags : thcfe^ like the former, 
amufed his Majefty with their fongs and droll dances. Four 
of them particularly engaged my attention ; their drefs was too 
extravagant to be dcfcribed ; each had a long tail fixed to her 
rump, which feemed to be a flip of leopard's flcin, fewed up 
drtd fluffed, which, by a dexterous wriggle of her hips, flic 
whirled round like a fling, with furprifing velocity : thefe like- 
wife had a fliare of their matter's bounty, and marched oflF 
loaded with cowries. Befides thefe, there were fifty or fixty 
women employed about the King's perfon, going on meflages, 
iind diftributing prefents^ which he dealt about him with a 
liberal hand« 

When 
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When the women had marched out, the eunuchs began their 
Ibngs in the King's praife; enumerating his titles, and pro- 
claiming his grandeur and acflions, in terms of the moft fulfomc^ 
adulation, which continued until the women had made the 
Beceflary preparations for him in the market-place. Then the 
King retired, and the proceffion began in the following order :* 
Firft, two coaches, drawn by twelve men each ; next, the fedan 
chairs then three hammocks, fcrcened from the fun by large 
fumptuous umbrellas of gold and filver tifflie, and covered with- 
canopies of the fame ; each of thefe was furroundcd by a very 
flrong guard, and the King was in one of them, but whether ia 
coach, chair, or hammock, would have been prefumptuous, 
even criminal, for any of the attendants to venture to guefs*. 
My hammock followed, and then five other hammocks, be- 
longing to the great officers of the ftate, accompanied by am 
immenfe crowd of attendants and fpeftatbrs^ 

" We then proceeded in this manner to Ajawhee market,. 
(3irc<aiy under five gibbets, with a man hanging on each, as 
defcribed before, who had been murdered in the preceding night 
for that purpofe. We then entered a large parade, inclofed 
with different kinds of cloth, extended on rails, to keep off the 
populace : adjoining one end of it was a higher inclofure of 
finer cloth for the King. None came into the large parade but 
the Tamegan, Mahou, Yavougah, Agaow, Jahou, and their 
attendants, except myfelf and fervants : and here I fat down to 
to a dinner, which would have ferved an hundred more. After 
I had dined, the Tamegan and the other officers attacked the 
remainder; and the crowd without were fo well fupplied with 
viduals and brandy, that every oyac of them was fully fatisfied* 

In: 
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In the evening I had permiffion to vifit the King ; and having 
pafled half an hour with him, returned to my quarters, fuffi- 
ciently tired with the noifc and fatigue of the day. On my 
way, I pafled by the place where I had feen the feven men, 
and the like number of horfes, tied two days before. They 
were now gone ; and, I was told, had been murdered on the pre- 
ceding night : but that none of them were thofe upon the 
gibbet, nor thofe whofe heads were in the king's houfe. 

Nothing material occurred on the three enfuing days, 
which I employed in purchafing fome flaves and ivory ; but on 
the 12th I was fummoned again to court, to attend another 
feflival. Only four human heads were placed at the king's 
door upon this occafion. The dances and the proceflion were 
nearly the fame as before, except that the drefTes and ornaments 
of the women were much more fliowy. The variety and abun- 
dance of rich filks, filver bracelets, and other ornaments^ coral, 
and a profufion of other valuable beads, exceeded my expecta- 
tion. Bcfides, there was added another troop of forty women, 
with filver helmets ; and there was a difplay of the King's 
furniture and trinkets ; moft of the women carrying fomething 
or other of his ; fome of them, fine fwords ; others, filver- 
mounted guns ; above a hundred of them held either gold or 
iilver-headed canes in their hands ; and that none might be 
unprovided, fome carried candlefticks, and others lamps, perhaps 
fifty at leaftof each, with many other articles, which were all 
held up for the gaping multitude to^ admire. We dined, as 
before, in the market-place ; and in the evening, when I went 
10 wait on the King, a female dwarf was introduced to dance 
before him; in which 0ie acquitted herfelfyery well: (he 

feemed 
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fccmed to be about thirty years old, and meafured only two feet 
fcven inches high ; was without any deformity, and tolerably 
well fliaped. 

During this day's amufements, we were vifited by an /for- 
mattan^ which, if defcribed fcientifically, would furnifli a 
curious chapter in the hiftory of winds. Leaving that taik 
to thofe who are more equal to it, I fhall only endeavour to 
give fome idea of its moft Ariking pbanomena. 

On that part of the coaft of Africa which extends fromj 
Cape Verd to Cape Lopez, there are, in the months of De- 
cember, January, and February, frequent returns of a wind,, 
from the north-eafl, which is known by the name of the Har^ 
mattan wind. It probably may be felt further to the fouth- 
ward than Cape Lopez,, but I cannot ipeak of what occurs in 
countries which I have not vifited. It comes on indifcrimi- 
nately at any hour of the day or night, at any time of the tide, 
or at any period of the moon's age, and continues a day or two,, 
fometimes five or fix ; once I knew it to continue a fortnight ; 
and there are generally three or four returns of it every feafon. 
It never rains during an Harmattan ; but it fometimes imme- 
diately fucceeds a fliower. It blows with moderate force ; not 
quite fo ftrong as the lea-breeze, which in the fair or dry feafoa 
fets from the weft, weft-fouth-weft, and fouth-weft; but 
fomething ftronger than the land-wind, which blows at night 
from the north, and north-north-weft. 

This wind is always accompanied with an unufual gloomi- 
nefs, and hazinefs of the atmofphere. Very few ftaiscan be: 
feen through the fog ; and the fun, concealed the greateft part 

T2 of 



ff40 JOtTRt^EY TO THX COURT 

•of the day, appears only for a few hours about noon, and then 
of a mild red, exciting no painful fenfation in the eye. No dew 
is perceived during the continuance of this wind; nor is there 
ihe leaft appearance of any moifture in the atmofpherc. Salt 
of Tartar, diflblved in water, foas to run upon a tile, andex- 
pofed to the Harmaltan, even in the night, becomes perfedl/ 
•dry again in a few hours. Vegetables of every kind fuffer con- 
fiderably from it j all tender pftmts, and feeds juft fprouting 
above the earth, are killed by it ; the moil: ilourifhing ever- 
greens feel its baneful influence ; the branches of the lemon, 
orange, and lime trees, drhop; the leaves become flaccid, and 
wither, and their fruits, robbed of their ufual nouriflunent, 
iire cramped in their growth ; and ripen, or rather appear yellow 
and become dry, before they have arrived at half their ufual 
fize. Every thing appears dull and faded. The grafs withers, 
and dries like hay; of which circumilance the natives avail 
themfelves, to b.urn it<lown in the vicinity of the roads ; as well 
to keep them open, as to deftroy the fh^lter which it affords to 
wild beafis, or even to enemies that might lurk concealed in 
it. The covers of books, (hut up clofely in a trunk, and pro-* 
te£ted by lying among clothes, bend back as if they had been 
expofed to a fire; the pannels of doors, window-fhutters, 6cc. 
fplit, and the joints of a well-laid floor, of feafoned wood, will 
^ape fo wide, that one may lay his finger in them ; the fides 
and decks of (hips become quite open and leaky ; and veneered 
work flies to pieces, from the contraction of the wood in dif* 
ferent diredlions : if cafks containing liquor, as wine, or 
fpirits, be not frequently wetted on the outfidc, they gcacrally 
lofe their contents* 



The 
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The air becomes confiderably cooler in an Harmattan 5 and 
the thermometer (Fahrenheit's) is generally ten or twelve de- 
grees below the common ftandard. The natives complain 
much of the fcverity of the weather on thefe occafions, and 
clothe themfclves in their warmcfl: apparel, to guard againft it ; 
and though that alteration is highly grateful to the Europeans 
refident in the country, yet they alfo feel many inconveniencies, in 
common with the Blacks: for the eyes, noftrils, lips, and palate, 
becoming difagreeably dry and uneafy, there is a neceflity and 
inclination to drink often, not fo much to quench thirft, as to 
remove a painful aridity in the fauces. The lips and nofe be- 
come chapped and fore ; and though the air is cool, there is a 
difagreeable fenfation of prickling heat upon the fkin, as it had 
been waQied with fpirits of hartfliorn or itrong lye. If this 
wind continue five or fix days, the fcarf fkin generally peels ofT 
from the hands and face^ and from the reft of the body, if the 
Harmattan continues a few days longer. Perfpiration is confi- 
derably fupprcfled 5 but when fweat is excited by exercife, I 
have found it peculiarly acrid ; tafting like fpirits of hartshorn 
diluted with water. 

So hv its effects on the animal and vegetable world are very 
difagreeable ; but it is alfo productive of fome good. This 
ilate of the air is extren^ly conducive to health ; it contributes 
furprifingly to the cure of old ulcers and cutaneous eruptions ; 
perfons labouring under fluxes and intermitting fevers, generally 
recover in an Harmattan ; and they who have been weakened 
and relaxed by fevers, and finking under evacuations for the cure 
of them, particularly bleeding, which is often injudicioufly 
repeated, have their lives faved, in fpite of the dodor. It 

ilop^ 
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flops the progrefs of epidemic difeafes ; the fmall-pox, fluxe^^ 
and remittent fevers not only difappear, but they who are la- 
bouring under thcfe diforders when an: Harmattan comes on, arc 
almofl fare of a fpeedy recovery. Infedtion is not then eafily 
communicated. In the year 177a, I had above three hundred 
flaves on board a (hip in Whydah Road, when the fmall-pox 
appeared among them : the greater part of thefe were inocu- 
lated before an Harmatan came on ; and about feventy of them 
underwent that operation a few days after it fet in. The for- 
mer got very well through the diforder ; none of the latter had 
either any ficknefs or eruption. We thought we had got 
clear of the diforder ; but in a very few weeks it began to appear 
among thefe feventy ; about fifty of them were inoculated the 
fecond time ; the others had it in the natural way. An Har- 
mattan came on, and they all recovered, except one girl, who 
had a malignant ulcer on the inoculated fpot, and died fome 
time afterwards of a locked jaw. Thefe falutary efFcdts may 
probably be not univerfal ; efpecially where the Harmattan may 
come laden with the noifome effluvia of a putrid fwamp, which 
is not the cafe in this part of the country. 

I am forry to be obliged to diffent from fuch refpeiflabic au- 
thority as that of Dr. Lind, to whofe labours we are fo much 
indebted, for his valuable diredtions for prefcrving the health 
of feamen. I prefumehis account of the Harmattan is derived 
from information, and not from his own obfervations, which 
are univerfally fo juft. Had he experienced it in perfon, he 
could not have called it " fatal and malignant 5" and that *' its 
** noxijus vapour was deftradlive to Blacks 2ls well as Whites \^ 
*' or that the mortality which it occafioned was in proportion 
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** to the denfity and duration of the fog.'* He fecms to con- 
found the falubrity of the Harmattan, with thofe baneful efFedts 
to the conftitution, that follow the commencement of the 
periodical rains in April and May. 

Thefe rains are ufticred in by hard gufts of wind, from the 
north-eaft, and eaft-north-eaft> called Tornadoesy from a cor- 
ruption of the Portuguefe word Trovado^ a thundcr-ftorm, 
which occur ufually on the full and change of the moon, about 
the latter end of March, and in the months before mentioned. 
They are accompanied by feverc thunder and lightning, and a 
wry heavy fliower of two or three hours continuance ; which 
foftcns the furface of the earth, that had been parched up by 
the preceding Harmattans, and a fucceflion of fix or eight 
months dry weather in that burning climate ; and gives an 
opportunity for the collected, ftagnating, and putrid vapours, 
confined under its arid furface, to rife and efcape. Thefe, vola- 
tilifed by the folar rays, which beam forth with redoubled heat, 
when the tornado is over, flrike the noftrils with the moft ofFen- 
five ftench imaginable, and occafion many bilious vomitings, 
fluxes, remittent and putrid fevers of tlic worft kind. Befides 
thefe, which are annual, there feenfisto be a coUedtion of pefti- 
ferous vapours, which remains imprifoned for a longer period, 
and does not emerge above the furface oftener than once in five, 
fix, or feven years. The periods which I recoiled to have been 
moft fatal, were in i7S5f or 1756, when Governor Melville, 
and moft of the gentlemen and garrifon of Cape Coaft, died ; 
and in 1763, and 1769.* The mortality in fomc of thefe 

years 

* Thejrear 1775 was alfo fatal to many. 
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years, for they were not all equally fatal to the European fet-r 
tiers, wns fo great, that, as Db^ Lind fays, •' The living were 
fcarce fufficient to remove and bury the dead." 

The fog which accompanies the Harmattan, is occafioned by' 
an infinite number of fmall particles, floating in the air. . They 
are fo minute as to efcape the touch, and elude every inveftiga- 
tion that I could devifc. I could not fuccccd in attempting to 
examine them by the microfcope ; though a part of them arc 
depofited upon the grafs, leaves of trees, and even upon the 
Ikin of the Negroes, which they make to appear whitiflij or 
rather greyifli. Thefe particles do not fly far above the fur- 
face of the fea; the fog is not fo thick on board the fliips ia 
Whydah road, at two or three miles diftance from the (hore, as 
it is on the beach : and in proportion to the diftance from the 
Ihore, the fog decreafes. At four or five leagues diftance from 
it, the fog is entirely loft, though the wind i$ felt tea or twelve: 
leagues off. 

Upon a careful inquiry concerning the face of the country, I 
learn, that except a few rivers, and fome fwamps and lakes of 
no confiderable extent, the country behind Whydah, for four 
hundred miles back, is covered with verdure, open plains of 
grafs, with fome clumps of trees, and fome woods or forefts. It 
rifes with a gentle and gradual afcent, for about an hundred and 
fifty miles from the fea, before there is the appearance of a hill y 
and behind thofe hills I do not hear of any remarkable ranges 
of mountains. ^ The furface is generally a lopfe, iandy foil ; 
below that, vl rich reddiih earth ; and not a ftone to be found in 
it, of the iize of a walnut. I hear o£ no barren tncks of arid 

iandy 
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fand; from whence thofe particles are likely to be detached hy 
the Harmattan. Dr. Lind writes, that ^* the Harmattan is faid 
. ** to arife from the conflux of feveral rivers about Benin ;" but 
here, at Abomey, I felt it blowing from the north-eaft, ftronger 
than I ufually have elfewhere : and Benin bore from me fouth-^ 
eafl ; therefore the Harmattan was not likely to originate there. 
On the Gold Coaft, it generally blows from the north-caft ; at 
the Ifles de Los, a little to the northward of Sierra Leone, from 
the eafl-fouth-eafl: ; and at the river Gabon, near Cape Lopez, 
from the north-north-eaft. The interfedion of thefe points, 
or (what I would prefer) an caft line drawn from Cape Verd, 
cut by a north- eaft one from the centre of the Gold Coafl, and 
a north line from Cape Lopez, would, I think, point out a 
probable fource for this extraordinary wind ; but this is mere 
conjedure of my own. 

As the bufinefs which brought me to Abomey, and which 
refpedted abufcs pradtifed by the carriers of goods ; who, in 
bringing them from the beach to the factories in Grigwhee, 
pilfered confiderable quantities of them; was ,in fome meafurc 
cfFeded, by the King's promifing that he fliould take proper 
meafurcs to prevent the like in future ; I was now defirous to 
return ; and acquainting the King with my intention to do fo, 
as foon as the Harmattan fhould ceafe, took my leave of him. 
This wind continued blowing frefh for two days longer, which 
detained me, as the weather was too difagreeable for travelling. 
In the interim, a part of Dahomy^houfe took fire, which greatly 
endangered the whole of it. As foon as the hurry occaiioned 
by it was over, I was induced to wait again upon the King, on 
^his occafion, as a mark of refpeft. I obferved, as I expeded, 

U - much 
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fnuch confufion and diforder in the houfe ; fcveral heads ha^ 
been cut off, and lay fcattered about^ to the number of twenty 
at leaft ; and I found the King much irritated againft his wo* 
men, ^ho were accufing each other of careleffnefs, and each 
endeavouring to remove the blame of it from herfclf. It pro- 
bably was not eafy to afcertain how the accident happened ; 
however, the King, finding the inveftigation difficult, and his 
difpleafure being perhaps fomewhat appeafcd by the lives which 
he had taken away in the firft impulfe of his anger, he fettled 
the buCnefs, by fclcdling nineteen of them, whofe refidence was^ 
in the quarter where the fire broke out, and fold them to me 
for flaves. On the third day, the Harmattan ceafed, and T pre- 
pared for my departure ; previous to which, the King fent me 
a fat fheep, an anker of brandy, and five cabefs of cowries, to« 
wards defraying my expences on the road ; and a furdier prefent 
of a fine flriped cotton cloth, and a handfome female flave. 

I fliould have fct off on my return to Whydah earfy on the: 
morning of the 1 6th of February, which was the lafl day of the 
Annual Cuftoms^ on which the King diflributes a profufion of 
prefents among his people; but I was prevailed upon to remain^ 
till evening, at the requefl of my attendants, who hoped to pick, 
up fomething in the fcramble of the day. On this occafion, a 
large flage is ereded near one of the palace gates, adorned with 
flags and umbrellas, and furrounded with a fence of thorns, to 
keep ofif the rabble. On this are piled heaps of Silefias, checks, 
callicoes, and a variety of other European and Indian goods, 
with a great many fine cotton clothes that are manufadhired in 
the Eyeo country, and a prodigious quantity of cowries. When 
all is ready, the King comes upon the flage; accompanied by any 

o£ 
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•of the governors, or captains of (hips that may be there, and 
attended by the Tamegan, Mayhou, and a few others of his 
head men, to each of which he gives, according to their rank, 
the choice of an Eyeo cloth, and a firing of coral beads* His 
fubordinate officers are then called over from among the crowd 
below, and receive each a piece of cloth, and fome cowries, as 
a mark of their mailer's approbation and regard. The King 
then throws a bunch of cowries with his own hands among the 
crowd ; on which his women begin to fling the remainder of 
the goods indifcriminately among the multitude : the white men, 
jf they pleafe, and the Tamegan and his companions, aflifling. 
. And finally, as fome cruelty mull accompany all their exhibit* 
tions, a man tied neck and heels, an alligator muzzled, and a 
couple of pigeons, with their wings clipped, ace thrown off 
the ftage among the crowd, where a confufion, greater, if pof- 
ijble, than what has preceded, enfues, in fcrambling for the 
heads of each, to the great amufement of the King. Whoever 
are lucky enough to carry off the prizes, which confift of the 
heads of the vidHms, are each rewarded with a handfome pre- 
fent. This is the lafl human Xacrifice at the Cufloms, and is a 
part of the ceremony which the Whites feldom (lay to fee per- 
formed ; but, if report may be credited, thecarcafc of the hu- 
mdXi vidim is almoit wholly devoured, as all the mob below 
. will have a taile of it^ 

• • 

I reached Agrimee^ on the borders of the wood, that night ; 

and, after a few hours refl, rofe before day, to get through this 

fatigaing part of the journey, before the heat of the morning, 

• not halting until I got to my old friend, Jabrakou, at Wbyb<m,y 

.with \^m I Xpent that day, and a great, part of the next ; but 
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could riot flay to accompany hitn at a great buflalo bunf, for 
which he was preparing. I arrived at Ardra on the evening of 
the 17th of February, where an occurrence happened, that 
might have terminated worfe for us than it did. I had my 
hammock flung in the white men's apartment, adjoining to the 
Mayhou's houfe; and the weather being very warm, the ham- 
mock-men, porters, &;c. chofe to fpread their mats, and lie in 
the piazza, and in the little court before it, in the open air. 
When we were all afleep, except the captain of the gang, who, 
after having taken a nap, was regaling himfelf with a pipe, a 
leopard leaped over the wall, walked over thofe who wercfleep- 
ing in the court, and, without hurting them, feized upon the 
fat flieep which the King had given me, that was tied in a 
corner of the yard, and carried it off wkh him in an inflant, 
over a wall eight feet high, before the man who &w him had 
time to get a (hot at him. 

The next day, February 18, 1772, I returned fafc to my 
fadtory ; and here my narrative fhould conclude; but that I am 
tempted to add a few circumftahces that occurred in a fubfe- 
qoen t journey to Dahomy. I had occaiion to vifit Abomcy again 
in December 1773. The King was then infirm, and finking 
under years, as well as difeafe ; he was confined to his chamber, 
but defiring to fee me, gave me an opportunity of infpeding 
his private apartment. It was a neat detached room for fleeping 
in i feparated from the court, in which it flood, by a wall about 
l^eaft^-high, the top of which was ftuck full of human lower 
jaw*bones. The little area within it was paved with fkulls; 
which I underftood were thofe of neighbouring kings and other 
perfons of eminence and diftindion, whom having taken pri* 

ibnex& 
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m the courfe of bis wars^ he had placed there» that he might 
literally enjoy the favage gratification of trampling on the heads 
of his enemies. He did not long furvive this interview^ but 
lingered on to the 17th of May, i774f when he died, aged near 
ieventy year$> of which he had reigned about forty ; and was 
fucceeded by his fon Adahoonzou. ^ 



* In 1766, when I' was at the court of Ahadbe, he appeared to me to be 
about feventy. His perfon was rather tall : he was graceful in his manners, and: 
irery polite to ftrangers, though the dread and terror of his own fubjcds* A. D#* 
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Confufion on the King*s /i!f j/i&— Adahoonzou cbofen Kmg^^l'ak^^ 
arms againft AbavoML-^Defeats bim^^Devotes his followers /^ 
death. 

J\, Ho R It ID fccnc commences in the palace the moment the 
King expires. The wives of the deceafed begin, with breaking 
^d dcftroying the fvirniture of jthe hou/c, the gold and filver 

ornaments 
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ornaments and utenfilsy the corals and in fhort^ every thing of 
value that belonged either to themfelvesi or to the late King, 
and then murder one another. * This deftrudtion continues 
till the Tamegan and Mayhou have announced the fucceflbr, 
and he has taken polTeflion of the palace ; v^hich he does with 
all expedition, to Aop the hand of deflation, vi^hich ceafes the 
ioilant the new King is declared.. 

Adahoonzo«i^ IL upon being ^nominated King, haftened 
with his retinue to the palace gate, which he broke down,- 
and taking poiTeffion of it, put a flop to the carnage; 
but before he could accomplifh this, a great part of the fur-- 
niture, &c. had been deftroyed, and two hundred and eighty* 
£ve of the wpn^ii murdered « The fedan-chair, however^ 

remained 

* Bfijman, an author of eftabljfiicd credit, fpc«kingof the cuftoois at Whydah^ 
prior to its conquefts, xehtes, that, ^' upon the death of the King of that 
*^ country, and as foon as it was publickly known, every perfo^ fell to ftealing 
*^ as much as he could of his neighbour's gopds, without being liable to any 
<< punilhment. This icene of rapine and confufion continued till a new king 
'^ w^s confirmed on the throne; who, by public proclamation^ forbad it, and 
*< was inftantly and {lri£ily obeyed." He adds, ^Mhat the fucceflion to the 
^ crown feemed to depend on the great officers, ^nd their adherents ; fo that 
^^ the younger brother was frequently elevated to that rank, in exclufion of the 
^ eldeft." The temporary anarchy and tumult ufual in thefe countries, when- 
ever the throne became vacant by thefleath^f (he fpvereign, may poffibly have 
originated (as I have already hinted in.a pr^cqding note}, in a defign either to 
accelerate the choice of a fuccelTor, in order, by that means, to prevent a civil 
war ; or, to confirm the popular attachment to z^monarMcai form of government^ 
by difgufting them with the turbulence and licentioufnefs incident to a democracy. 
But this is merely matter of conjedure; and, after all, might be no more,, 
than would probably happen, upon fetting any ot;her flaves loofe for a while- 
from the awe of a controuling and defpotic power, and during its fufpenfion.. 
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remained entire, and Ahadee was interred in it, accompani 
it is faid, by fix of his wives, who were buried alive with hia^ 
all thofe who had been killed in the afFray being put into tta. 
fame grave. 



The new King inherited his father's propenfity for war, 
an opportunity foon offered for gratifying this paflion. 
the autumn of 1774, the King of the exiled Whydahs, wtio 
Jbad iled from their country on the Dahoman conqueft, dice). 
Thefc people occupy a fmall fwampy territory, between Why^ 
dah and Popo ; and live in amity with the inhabitants of the 
latter, who aflifl them in their incurfions and depredations on 
the former. The Dahomans never fail to take fome advantage 
of any diflenfions that happen among thefe people $ and one 
jiow occurred on the death of their King. For there were two 
competitors for the government, Abavou^ or the Swamp-Dog^ 
fon to him who killed his own brother at Xavier, and ate his 
heart, as related mAbadee's Memoirs i and another, who was. 
equally related to the deceafcd, named Eyee, or the Monkey. 
The former, who had the mofl numerous adherents, drove his 
rival out of the country. Adahoonzou determined to fupport 
Eyec's pretentions, without being at the trouble of enquiring 
into the merits of them, and fent an army to his afliftance, 
Abavou and his party were obliged to fly in their turn. The 
Dahonuns drovjc them off the main land in the firfl campaign, 
and compelled them to take refuge on an ifland called Foudou^ 
Cong, or FeteeJh'IJland, which is in a lagoon^ or broad expanfe of 
water* formed by a river in that country. There they remained 
inaccefTible during the periodical rains, becaufc the Dahomans 
ihad no xanocs, and indeed knew nothing of the management of 

them ; 
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them; but as foon as the waters fubfided^ they began an 
arduous undertaking. The army was reinforced with a prodi- 
gious number of men ; they cut down the trees on each fide of 
the lagoon, of which they made piles, and carried on a bridge, 
or caufeway, on both fides, direftly to theiQand; and after, 
a bloody conflict, in which many lives were loft, they 
carried it. 

Abavou and his party retreated upon the lagoon, in about 
eight hundred canoes, which they had with them ; but their 
efcape was prevented by the Dahomans, who had previoufly 
piled the river acrofs, a few miles below, where it was narrow, 
and kept pofleflion of both fliores. The Whydahs remained 
in this diftrefllng fituation for fome months, without any other 
fubfiftence than what they derived from the fifh in the river; 
or by landing occafionally in force, and beating up the quarters 
of fome of the Dahomans, where they fometimes found a fmall 
fupply of provifions. 

At laft, Abavou, feeing his people worn out with famine and 
fatigue, and no profpedt of extricating them from their diffi- 
culties^ refolved to furrender himfelf. He thanked his fol- 
lowers for their fervices, and told them, that the only return he 
could now make for their attachment and fidelity, was to deliver 
himfelf up, and endeavour to prevail on Adahoonzou to accept 
his life, as a peace-offering for their fafety. With this deter- 
mination he came on (hore, and was fent by the Dahoman ge- 
neral to the King, who ordered his head to be cut off. His 
adherents fubmitted themfelves prifoners at difcretion. 

1 

Although 
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Although this tranfadlion pafled within a few miles of Why- 
dab, and wc could not fail of knowing every ftagc of it : for in 
fa(ft there was nothing elfe to attend to^ as trade is entirely fuf^ 
pendedwbilji the country is at war-, yet Adahoonzou, to gratify his 
own vanity,, fcnt his half '-beads to announce his viftory to the 
governors of the forts there; and fignified his wifli, that they 
fhould teftify their joy at the event ; which was complied with, 
a royal falute being fired at each of the forts, and by every fliip 
in the road. 

Soon after this, he thought fit to fend a meiTenger to acquaint 
me, that he wi(hed to fee me ; and I waited on him towards the 
end of December 1775. At our firfl interview, he aiked me, 
if 1 had ever feen Abavou ? On my replying that I had not, 
he added, " Then you (hall now/' I knew Abavou had beea 
dead a month at leafl, and had no curiofity to fee his remains ^ 
but did not think it advifeable to oppofe the King's intention. 
Some women, to whom he gave direftions about it, foon re- 
turned from an iriner apartment of the palace, carrying a wide, 
fhallpw, brafs vefTel, that contained a large bundle, much bigger 
than a bee-hive, which was ornamented with two fmall filk 
flags, each about the fize of a handkerchief. This bundle wa» 
compofcd of various folds of cloth, the uppermofl of cotton; 
within them were feveral filk wrappers, which being removed, 
Abavou's head made its appearance, lying in a china bafbn. It 
was in perfcdt prefervation, as dry as an Egyptian mummy, and 
the hair fmartly drefleid. " That is the fellow," faid the 
King, ** who gave me fo much trouble." I replied, •* You 
** feem to take care of him, now you have him." '* Yes," 
faid he, ^' I am a warrior myfelf ; and if I fhould fall into the. 

•* enemies- 
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*' enemies hands, could wi(h to be treated with that decency, of 
** which I fet the example/' 

He ordered a great number of the prifoners, who had furren- 
dered on the late occafion, to be (hewn to me, I declined 
purchafing any of them, as they were much emaciated, and 
appeared to be iickly. ** Since that is the cafe," faid he, ** I 
•* fhall put them to death/' I endeavoured to difluade him 
from that refolution, and recommended that he would make 
them boilers of fait, as they came from the country which fup- 
plied them with that article, or to employ them in fome other 
way. He faid, ^^ it would be fetting a bad example, and keep- 
^' ing people in the country, who might hold feditious language : 
*^ that Jbis was a peculiar government, and that thefe flrangers 
'* might prejudice his people againft it, and infedt them with 
** fentimenls incompatible with it." I really cannot fay what 
v^s at laft the fate of thefe poor people ; I know they were not 
kept for fait boilers, and doubt not fome of them were purchafed 
afterwards, when their health and ftrength were recruited, for 
flaves for the Welt- Indies ; but thofc who did not find pur- 
chafers would undoubtedly be put to death; and the Annual 
Cuftoras, which were then at hand, would produce a demand 
for two or three hundred of them, to *' water with their blood 
*^ the graves of Adahoonzou's anceftors/' 

T6us far we are indebted to the pains of Mr. Norris : the 
continuation is colIeSied from the communications of Mr. Lionel 
Abfon, wbofe intelligence^ and long refidence on the fpot, have 
given bini uncommon opportunities of colkdling whatever was 
worthy attention. A. D. 
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^be King^s furnames-'^Bravery of the King of Eyeo — Annual 
Cujioms at Dzhomy'-^Di/grace of the Yavougah — T^be 
Agaow defeated by the Sarnchecs— Death of the Sawgan. 

^774* 1 HE fame entcrprifing and barbarous fpirit, the 
fame reAlefs and favage ambition which had charadterized the 
long reign of BofTa Ahadec, were inherited by Adahoonzou II • 
his fon and fucceflbr. This prince^ as hath already been related, 
haftened to feat himfelf on the ftool of his deceafed father, and. 
thus put a flop to the horrid carnage which never fails to defo— 
la^ the palace, on the demife of the monarch. 

Auyawfooy or the Male* Oyfter^ was the favourite name 
which he alTumed on his acceflion to the government ; and this 
ncconftantly made ufe of when fwearing by, or fpeaking of him- 
felf : but he was honoured with another title by the King q£ 
Eyeo, upon a very memorable occafion. 

About the time of Adahoonzou's accceflion, the minifters oF 
the King of Eyeo, being tired of his government, had attempted^ 
as had been their ufual practice, to depofe their monarch in the 
manner which has been mentioned in the third chapter of Part 
Firft. But this Prince had the good fenfe to defpife, and 

the 

* Probably from being hard to crack. 
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the fortitude to refift, fuch a ridiculous cuftom. He, there- 
fore, peremptorily refufed the parrot's eggs, which had been 
offered for his acceptance: telling his minifters that he had as yet 
no inclination to take a nap^ but that he was refolved to watch 
for the benefit of his people. 

The minifters were extremely difappointed and aftonifhcd at 
this unexpedled contempt of a political cuftom, the abolition of 
which muft deftroy their power : they endeavoured, therefore, 
to effedt by force, what they could not accomplifli by this ftale 
trick. Ochenoo, the prime minifter, put himfelf at the head of 
the rebel party, which, though formidable, was foon defeated 
by the adherents of the Sovereign, with great flaughter. Ochenoo 
himfelf, with all his numerous family, were put to death by the 
vidors; who did not even fpare the pregnant women, but ripped 
open their bellies, and cut to pieces the immature fruit of their 
womb. Thus, by his fpirited condud:, the King of Eyeo 
emancipated himfelf from the tyranny of his minifters, and 
eftablifhed a remarkable precedent to dired his fucceflbrs on 
fimilar occafions. 

Upon the re-eftabli(hment of his authority, after this event, 
Adahoonzou fent an embaffy of congratulation to the King of 
Eyeo, who beftowed upon him the following proverbial fur- 
name : Tee ma fa boo beate cofru glob 5 an elephant cannot Jhelter 
himfelf under the fwijh^pots : * intimating, it fliould feem, that 

it 

^ Swifh is the mud or clay of which their houfes, &c. are built. Swifh- 
pots are broad, ihallow balkets of wicker-work, which, covered with thin clay 

and 
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it was as difficult to conceal theaccompUihmentsof Adahoonzou, 
as to hide an elephant in ib fmall a fptcc. This appellation 
was proclaiuiedy for two months, in all the aiarket-places of 
Dahomy> and in the different adjacent friendly towns. 

The firft expedition which was undertaken by this Dahoman 
Prince has been already recorded, after the clofe of the journey to 
the Court of Abadee^ where it was obfcrved* that a confiderable 
ntimber of the prifoners, who had fallen into Adahoonzou's 
hands, would probably be referved for the annual cujioms^ in 
order to water the graves of bis ancejiors. This^ in fa<ft, was 
the cafe; for Ai-yaw-foo took care to celebrate this anniver* 
fary, by facrificing fome hundreds of the devoted vidims at the 
flirine of his progenitors. 

1775. The folemnization of this inhuman feftival was £irther 
marked by the unmerited difgrace and deflru£ijon of the Yavou- 
gah, or viceroy of Whydah, a moft dcfcrving officer, who had long 
conducted himfelf, in a very ticklifh poft^ with the approbation 
of the Europeans, as well as the natives. The King» it is true, 
unfeeling as he was, afterwards repented of the ra(h condudt that 
had deprived him of fuch a valuable fubje<3:, and profeiTed the 
moft iincere contrition, for having too eafily liftened to the vice- 
roy's bafe accuiers, the Cokee and the Fooey^ two fubordinatc 
officers. 

Thcfe 



and burniog charcoal put under them^ are ufed to deftrey anH, anrd other ver- 
min. They rife but a few iiicke$.alK>Te the ground) and therefore cannot afford 
Adier to an elephant. 
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Thcfc men had allcdged, that the Yavou*^gah, dor ing the pro- 
ceffion of the King's women at the Cuftoms, had been heard to 
exclaim, '* Ah ! fee what a number of charming women are 
•' devoted to the embraces of one man !— Thcfe given to us, 
•' who have borne the brunt at the fiegc of Whydah, and de- 
** feated Abavou and his army, are hardly good enough for 
•* houfe-fweepers. — It is ungenerous— but we are Dahoman- 
•* men, and muft fubmit/' The viceroy had been accufed 
likewise of having encroached on the royal prerogative, by 
wearing fandals, and ordering a white man's umbrella to be 
carried over his head ; faults of too heinous a nature to be 
overlooked by a Dahoman Monarchy In (hort, his malicbus 
calumniators had pradtifed every art, to render the unfufpefting. 
Caboceer * odious to his Sovereign ; and they efifcdtually fuc- 
ceeded« 

It is ufual for the King of Dahomy, at the annual cu/hms^ aS^ 
hath been before obferved, to hear complaints, punifll delin- 
quents, and reward merit. It is likewife the practice, on the' 
fame occafion, for the officers of all denominations, civil or 
military, to fwear allegiance to the Sovereign* The viceroy oF 
Whydah, who holds the third place under the King, repaired, 
among the reft, to Abomey, to celebrate this anniverfary. 

The Tamegan, or prime minifter, having proftrated himfelf" 
on the earth, rubbing his face, and fmearing his head with dull, 
harangued for an hour and an half, to exprefs his loyalty to 
Adahoonzou's perfon and government. The Mayhou, or mafter 

of 

* From the Portugucfc Cabectirp^ a head mant 
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of the ceremonies, who (poke next, declared that the Tamegan^ 
ia his fpeech, had gone over the whole duty of a Dahoman 
Caboceer, and left nothing for him to add : he defired, there- 
fore, to ftand upon the fame ground with the prime minifler, 
and begged that, when deficient, the King might remind him 
of his duty, Adahoonzou was extremely delighted with thefc 
demon (Irations of attachment and fidelity, and taking off his 
hat, called aloud — •' True, Tamegan and Mayhou, — fo it is ;" * 
while the whole afTembly teftified their fubmiffion by kiffing 
the earth, and rolling their bodies in the duft. 

The Yavougah then rofe up, an(i attempted to fpeak; when 
the King, advancing briikly towai^ds him, with fparkling eyes, 
and a Hern countenance, gave him a violent flap in the face ; 
after which he pufhed him down, and laid his hand on his 
cutlafs. At this inflant the Tamegan, by way of interceffion, 
began again to rub his face in the duft ; which Adahoonzou 
obferving, he faid, with a forced fmilc, " Tamegan, you have 
** prevented the Turkey buzzards -f- from having a good dinner 
to-day." He then defired the Yavougah to fit down, while 
the ceremony proceeded in the ufual manner. 

Among the fpeeches delivered on this occafion, that of the 
Sawgan J was very remarkable. He faid, " That it was his 
•* duty to accompany the Agaow to the field ; and that if ever 
•* he fhould betray the leaft fymptom of cowardice, or fliew 

the 

* An cxpreffion, which in that country denotes the King's thanks and 
approbation, 
t Birds of prey. 
\ A military officer of high rank* 
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'^ the folcs of his fcct to the enemy, be hoped the King woufd 
'^^ have his cutlafs ready, to behead him at the moment of his 
'** return. But," added he, *' this will never happen : for 
^' (honld I ever have caufe to fufpefi: that I am accufed of 
^^ treachery ; of turning my back to the foe ; or having given 
caufeof complaint J I (hall never afford the Tamegan an opppr- 
tunity of afking impertinent qucftions, or of interfering be- 
tween me and my Sovereign : I prefer death at any time." 
This gallant fpeech was msch applatided by the King and the 
^rrounding chiefs ; and a loud ku^ of approbation was be-* 
ilowod on the hero, by M^jefty, and all prefent, though they 
little fijfpeded that an occafion would foon ofier to try the 
iincerity of the Sawgan's prbfeilions. 

■ 

. As the Dahomaas are extremely cautiou^s in their expreffions^ 
«fpecially when addreffing their fuperiors, this fpeech merits 
particular notice. A becoming refentment at the King's ra(h 
l>ehaviour to an old and £aithfal fervant, a thorough contempt 
of die Yavougah's pufillanimity, in Submitting to iuch igno-x 
minous treatment, when the means of avoiding it were in his 
own hands ; thefe operating together, made fuch a deep im- 
preflion on the Sawgan's ingenuous foul, that the prefence of 
Majefty it^lf could not reitrain this juft jeprehrafion bpth of 
King and minifter. 

The Vicenpy, after the King's violent treatment, was pftea 
obliged to iJabxiut to difagreeable examin^ations 5 during which, 
ojae day, the xmn who had ufually attended at his gate, vtm 
kiiled in his prefence, for xefufing to accufe his mafter of fup- 
pofcd crimes, to which he had been prefumed to be privy. 

Y Two 
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Two of his meflbngers foon after fhared the fame fate ; amf 
Doffugab^ his trading man, would have aUb fallen a viftim, but 
for theinterceflion of his fifter^ whofe intereflfurpafled that of 
all the other women in the King's houfe. This man fent a 
meflage to Mr. Abfon, the governor of William's -Fort, cnw 
treating him to offer any price for the Yavougah, who, when 
replaced, would reimburie the fum that might be demanded for 
his ranfbm. The governor accordingly fent a fervant to the 
Tamegan, begging his interference ; with a caution, however, 
not to deliver the meffage, if he fhould previoufly hear of the 
Viceroy's death ; but in that cafe, to pretend that he. had been 
fent to buy Guin«a-hens. Upon the arrival of the meflenger at 
Calmina, he was informed, that the Yavougah's coat had beea 
flripped from his back, at the King's door, and that his perfon« 
had been feized and carried to the Mayhoa's houfe, from whence . 
he never came o\xU 

» 

The Mayhou was accufed of having done everything in his- 
power to get the Yavougah difgraced, in revenge for the treat* 
ment which his (the Mayhou's) brother had met with from the 
Viceroy's father, which ended in his death. The Mayhou had 
often fworn vengeance againft the Yavougah's family; and 
meeting a favourable opportunity, he did Jiot let it flip. 

Although Mr. Abfon's meflage was not delivered in Dahomy,- 
yet the King had been informed^ and afterwards told him, of 
the finefle about the Guinea-hens. He faid, however, *• Thar 
«• he was forry for what had happened ; that he had been im- 
•* pofed upon, and that he would revenge the Yavougah's deatb 
•^ upon his calumniators;" adding, at the fanae time^ ^* that Dof- 



« fugah'st 
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^* fugah's meflage to favc him was a piece of unpardonable im- 
*• pudcnce, which he could not eafily forgive." Indeed he after- 
wards puniflied him, by detaining him fcveral years in Daho* 
my, before he would permit him to return to Whydah. 

The Yavougah's fucceflbr, one of his accufcrs, foon after 
became infane, which the King told Governor Abfon had been 
done by theFetifh, to revenge his predeceflbr's death. ** I now 
call you," faid Adahoonzou, ** to thank you for your mef- 
iage, and I wifh you had not been fo much of a Dahoman-man 
as to have madeufe of any artifice. I was then very angry in- 
^* deed; but might have liilened to a white man. You would 
^* have had fome trouble to convince me, but I now tell you, 
*' that the Yavougah was falfcly accufed ; I confcfs his death 
** was the worft thing I ever countenanced." 

1775. Soon after the Cuftoms, the Agaow marched 
againft the Sarrachees, a neighbouring nation, who gave him a 
warm reception, hrokc his lines, and penetrated to the poft of 
the Sawgan, who had been Rationed in the rear, to guard the 
baggage and tlie women, belonging to the Dahoman army. This 
brave officer, finding himfelf hard prefled; and without fupport, 
as he had detached the flower of his party to aflift the Agaow, 
defired the women, and his attendants, chiefly boys, to pro- 
vide for* their own fafety without delay ; he refolving, fingly, 
to contend with the enemy, while he was able to wield his 
fabre. Accordingly he called for his large Jioo/, fat down, 
and with more than Roman coolnefs waited the approach of 
the foe. As the Sarrichees advanced, he flood up, fired his 
.mufquet, loaded and fired again, killing, his man at each dif- 

Y 2 charge. 
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charge^ till, furrounded and overpowered with numbers^ lie^ 
un(heathed his cutlafs, and nifhed among the thickeft of the 
enemy, laying many dead at his feet^ His vidors, however^ 
fpared his life, and offered to treat with AdahoonsK>u for his ran* 
fom. The King foon after paid thepriceof his freedom, and 
he was releafed ; but could never be prevailed upon to return 
home, although many meflengers had been ient to endeavodr 
to bring him back. To the laft of thcfc he obferved, " That 
although of all. the King's fubjedafae, perhaps^ might be the 
moil ugly, yet there was none more loyal* He was fenfible 
of the King's goodnefs, but deured that he mighrbe reminded 
<^ of his, the Sawgan's^ fpeech, at the watering of Ahadee's* 
grave, which would fully account for his late, and prefent. 
condud«'* Having delivered this meflage» he drew hia^ 
fword, and immediately put a period to his ]i&«. 
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G H A P. III. 

Tit Poflu itfeated by the Mahees— T'i/ Agaow's Barh0tna^ 
vi&ory »ver tbtmr—^jUSims aM> Adalioonzott's ma^Ju^— - 
ExpeStidH ogaififi Ape^— &f • 

1 HE mairafeript from which thefit Mctaoirs are cosip^edi,. 
has not fomiAed any far^or patticolafs <iOBeertmig the vnlbe- 
ce6^ cntcrpcifc agfund the Sarrachccs."" Yet-it is highly" 

probable 
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probable, that the Agaow was completely defeated, as it appears 
tfiat he was (bon after difgraccd, and the command of the 
army beftowed on the Poflu, or fccond general. Under the 
condu<a of this leader, the Dahoman forces marched into a 
province belonging to the Mahees :♦ here they were once more 
rcpulfed ; and the Poflu being flain, the Agaow was rcftored to* 
his former rank. 

1777. Enraged at his repeated difgraces, and ftimulated by 
refentment againft the Mahees, Adahoonzou refolved to be amply 
revenged. The moil vigorous preparations were made for another 
expedition ; a numerous army was ordered to be levied ; and the 
King threatened to lead it in perfon. He contented himfelf, how«- 
ever, with fending the Tamegan to the camp^ where he remained • 
fifteen days* When the troops were ready to march, the King 
repaired to the plain where they had encamped, in order to- 
review them, and to hear the chiefs fwear allegiance. This^ 
ceremony being performed, the Agaow kd them againft the 
memy, accompanied by the Tamegan,. who continued with^ 
hkn during the firil four days <^ his march. 

The Mahees, iDakiog hot a feebk refiftaoce, were routed with' 
great (laughter ; the country was ravaged, and men, women, 
and children put to the fword, without diftindtion, and without^ 
mercy. To complete the horrid fceoe, and to ftiike the inha- 
bitants « 

* The Mahees, who had been much perfecuted during the preceding reign, . 
in order to live on peaceable terms with Dahomy, claimed kindred with Ada* 
hoonzou, whofe mother was a Mahee woman* This will account for their 
fubfequent condud, in affording him ready affiftance in his wars. It does not *^ 
appear what provocation tbey bad> given to occafion the prefent attack* . 
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bitants with ttrrcrr, the bodies of the flain were hung upon the 
trees, their heads being referved for the Kixig, who, upon this 
occafiorT, had publiflied a reward of twelve akies of cowries * for. 
each head, in addition to the price which he had ufually allowed 
for a living flavc : " For," faid he, ** I want heads, not flaves/* 

The infatiable third after blood, the barbarous vanity of being 
confidered the fcourge of mankind, and the favage pomp of 
dwelling in a houfe garnifhed with fkulls, and ^ilained with 
human gore, feem to be the only motives for the atrocious 
adtions which havejuft been related; and indeed it is difficult to 
aflign any other reafons for Adahoonzou's condu^ hitherto. It 
will, however, foon appear, that a deiire for plunder bad fome 
fhare in determining him to attack the neighbouring dates that 
bordered on the fea* 

He had long regarded ^pee^ Porto Novo, -j- and Baaagree, 
with a jealous eye, on account of the great number of ihips 
which reforted to thefe .ports, while Why dab was almoft totally 
abandoned. He adopted the policy of his grandfather Trudo, 
and refolved, at the fame time, to extend his dominions, and to 
appro jpriate to himfelf the European conimodities which had 
been accumulated by his neighbours. 

But, as the dates which had thus become the objeft of Ada« 
lioonzou's jealoufy and ambition, are furrounded with lakes and 
iwamps, the approach was rendered difficult to the Dabomans, 

who 

» 

♦ Thirty (hillings ftcrling, f The fca-port belonging to Ardra. 
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who were unacquainted with the management of canoes. It was 
therefore found necefTary to fecure the friendfhip and afliftance 
of one of the maritime princes. 

1778. Frequent meflages had been obferved to be exchanged- 
between the Kings of Ardra and Dahomy ; but as their nego- 
ciations were carried on with the moft profound fecrecy, it was^^ 
impoffible, for fome time, to penetrate into their defigns. At 
laft the plot was difcovered, when it was ripe for executions 
Dahomy was to attack- by land^ while Ardra undertook to 
intercept the fugitives, that fhould attempt to efcape by water ; , 
and Apee was the. devoted objed. 

The Dahoman forces, in four divifions, kd by the Agaow, , 
the Poflu, the Zoheinoo, and the Phuflupoh,* made a bold, 
pufli to carry the town and country at once. The enemy gave- 
way, and the aflailants, flufhed with fuccefs, expe<5ted an eafy 
conquefl ; when^ all of a fuddcn, they found themfclves fur- 
rounded by a fwamp, and attacked by Hooroo, an Apee chief, at 
the head of eight hundred men. This brave detachment, for a* 
coniiderable time, ma'ntained an unequal and bloody conflidb^ 
with the whole Dahoman army, of which many fell, and two • 
of their generals were wounded* 

A Dahoman chief, nam^d Allopwee^- having offered to fight 
Hooroo at fingle combat,, the challenge was inflantly accepted, . 
and Allopwee was fhot through the head, by the firft ball dif- 
charged from Hooroo's mufquet ; upon which this gallant chief- 
tain 4 

* Names of the offices, not of particular perfons. 
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tain was attacked by the whole jbody of the Agaow*6 troops; 
Never did (bldier make a braver refiftance. At the head c^a 
handful of men, with undaunted intrepidity, he fought a hoft 
of foes, till he and his party fell to a man. 



The vidors then laid wafte the whole oountiy widi fire and 
:rword ; making fix hundred men, and a great number of women 
and children, prifoners. They likewife found much booty ia 
the houfes of the King and principal Caboceers, confifting 
chiefly of many valuable European articles, fuch as filks, laoed 
hats, canes, and trinkets of gold and filver. But nothing plealed 
the King of Dahomy fo much as a green decaater, ihaped like a 
.common bottle, but flatted, and having two cavities for the 
finger and thumb, for the more convenieatly pouring the con- 
tents into a giafs. The outfide was ornamented with about a 
dozen of heads, raifi^d, and of the &«e of a fmall medallioQ« 
Adahoonzou ufed to fhew this to the Europeani^ as the greateft 
curiofity that he had met with in all his wars, declaring, that 
no white man had ever brought him fuch a valuable trinket, 
jal though he always made a point of paying liberally &r iuch 
jr^rilies as iiiited his tafle« 

While the Dahomans were employed in ravaging the country^ 
,and fccuring their prifoners, the Ardras repaired in full force 
to the river^ in order to intercept fuch of the eaemy as might 
.attempt to make their efcape by watcr^ But the King of Apce, 
furrounded by a body of faithful adherents, forced a palTdg^ 
/word in hand, through the midft of the Ardra amy, and 
XfubarJ^ing in their canoes, together with the King's women 

and 



HISTORY OP DAHOMY. l6g 

and children^ a Portuguefe captain, and fixty-fevcn flavcs, his 
property, Unded them fafe at Wemey. 

Having thus conducted their King and his family to a place 
of fafcty, the Apees reimbarked in their canoes, and went in 
queft of the Ardrahs, whom they fought, and put to flight ; 
and had it not been for two canoes, each mounting four brafs 
guns, and twenty-four blunderbuflcs, which belonged to An- 
tonio Vaz, * and which covered their retreat, the vi<3:ory would 
have been perfedl. After this advantage, the Apees haftened 
to fupport their fellow-^citizens on fhore, and arrived ia time to 
engage and diforder part of the rear of the Dahoman army : but 
the main body having crofTed the fwamp < before their arrival, 
their lofs was inconiiderable, and the Agaow feems to havQ 
known nothing of the rencontre till the Apees had retired. 

Thus far fuccefsful, the Agaow proudly conduced his fol- 
diers to Calmina, accompanied with the Apee prifoners, the 

Z major 

* jfttionio Vaz Coilbo was a free negro, born in Brazil, where he had been 
taught to read, write, and keep accounts. He had inherited fome property 
froofi his parents; and being of an enterprifing difpofttion, he had made feveral 
voyages to Ardrah, where he at laft fettled, and became a very refpedable trader* 
Tn this country he had made fame very judicious matrimonial connedtions, 
having chofen his wives from among the firft families in that place. Thus he 
attained confiderable influence, which enabled him to indulge his ambition, to 
aiTume a political charader, and he acquired a great afcendancy in the public 
councils of the community in which he lived. He had an uncommon fhire of 
vanity, and was excefllvely fond of military en terprifes, which led him to z.Wc8t 
a fplendour of equipage far above that of his companions. He generally amed 
his dependants with blunderbuflcs, which he purchafed from the £uropca:*.s^ 
and war canoes armed with fwivels, were by him firft introdvced. 
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major part of whom were rcfcrved to bleed at the Annoal 
Cufloms, which were then near at hand ', and in the n>ean 
time, a daily facriiice of one or two was made at the King's 
gate. 

Adahoonaou was much difappointed at the eicape of the 
King of Apee, and would have certainly puniflied his protedor Sj^ 
had he not dreaded the refentment of the King of Eyeo, with 
whom the ilate of Wemey was then on a friendly footing -, hue 
upon the whole he was highly gratified at the condu^ of his^ 
generals and foldiers ; paid them handfomely for their prifoners*. 
and gave them leave to take a. little repofe, or to follow thek 
own private occafions • 



CHAP. IV. 

The paths cleared — Bariarous execution ofjix Apee womem 

^779» XX T the approach of the Cuftoms, Adahoonzou fum* 
moned aU his caboceers and traders, on whom he beftowed> 
fconfidcrable prefcnts and honours, giving them horfes, um- 
brellas, coral, and other marks of diftindtion. Some were 
likewife honoured with drums and flags ; and the black traders 
were allowed to fit upon chairs : a privilege that, heretofore^ 
they had not been permitted to enjoy. 

He 
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He then ordered all his fubjefts to fet about clearing the 
paths, giving each caboceer a ftringi meafuring ten yards, the 
intended width of the roads. Thus a fpacious communication 
was opened, not only between each town and the capital, but 
all the way down to the beach. With incredible labour and 
fatigue, a paffage was cut through the wood at Apoy i the 
gullies were filled up, and the hurdle bridges^ over the fwamp% 
were widened. 

When this work was completed, the King faid, with a vain*» 
glorious air, " If any one be defiroua of paying me a vifit, he 
^* (hall not have it to fay, that thorns or briars impede his 
^* march." 

The commencement of the Cuftoms being arrived, the Half- 
heads, as ufual, were difpatched to invite the European gover- 
nors to witnefs the ceremony. On their arrival at Abomy, 
they found Adahoonzou in his palace, called Dahomy, feated 
amidft four hundred of his women, all very richly dreiTed. 
Obferving, at a little diftance, fix women on their knees, with 
defpair painted in their countenances, the white men who were 
prefent fhuddered with apprehenfion for the miferable vidims, 
and anticipated, in idea, a fcene big with horror, but inferior in 
barbarity to that which was about to be realized. The monfter 
Adahoonzou defired that a bundle might be brought ; which 
untying with his own hands, he prefented the contents-~five 
x:utlafles! — to five of his fat and over-grown women; and 
having ordered the fix kneeling females to be placed before himy 
he made a fpeech to the following purport: " Thefe women 
*' were brought from Apee by my army ; I took them 

Z 2 ^^ home^ 
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" home, domefticatcd them in my family — treated them as my 
*' wives ; — but, not contented, they made their efcape to their 
" native country ; where, however, they foand nothing but the 
** ground and the trees ; for every thing elfe had been deftroyed 
** by my troops. They afterwards furrendered themfelvcs 
" to the King of Ardrah ; but he was too juft to keep them, 
•* and has therefore fent them back to me, to receive the proper 
*' reward for their ingratitude. This woman,*' clapping his 
hand on the head of one of them, who fuckled a child, ^' is 
^* a relation of the King of Ardah ; — but remember, that it is 
** not her refpciftable anceftry that prevents her from fharing the 
** fame fate with the reft ;— no— her infant faves her for a 
** while;— but fhe muft Ihortly pq/s out at the fame door with 
•' her companions !'* 

Having concluded this truly favagc harangue, the womaa 
and child were put afide, and the five other vidtims were con- 
duced to the fpot where men, horfes, and bullocks arc ufually 
facriiiced for the Cufloms. There, being ordered to kneel, with 
their faces touching the ground, the women who held the cut- 
lafles began to put in execution their infernal commiflion, in a 
manner too fliocking for defcription ! One of the unhappy 
wretches was quickly delivered from her mifery, her head being 
fevered from her body at four ftrokes ! The fufferings of the 
reft, from the awkwardnefs of the executioners, was protracted 
for twenty minutes ; the King ftanding over, and inftrudting 
.them. — ** Not that way — hold your cutlafs thus — ^give it me — 
" 'tis fo — ^imagine you arc chopping wood." Thus did the 
hellifli monfter Miredt the minifters of his cruelty to cut off' 
heads, with as much' apathy as if indeed he had beea chopping 

wood; 



HISTORY OF DAHOMY. I73 

wood ; while the air was rent with the fliouts of his grandees^ 
calling over his * jirong names^ and burfting into fuch peals of 
laughter, that a diftant witncfs of this horrid ceremony would 
have been led to believe that fome very diverting fcenc was 
exhibiting. 

The fuffercrs were all very comely, well-made women ; and 
it is very remarkable, that not a groan was heard from any of 
them during their execution. 

Many of the Apee prifoners fuffered the fame fate, few being 
carried to market* Indeed this wretch more than once has been 
known to put to death many hundreds of his captive enemies, 
without referving a ^gle ilave for fale, or even for tht payment, 
of bis debts* 



CHAP, v: 



JDeatb of the Mayhou — Claim of the Eycos — Dahomans repulfei 
at Agoonah — Expedition of Adahoonzou at the head of his 
women^^Defeat and death of the Kings j/' Agoonah and San- 
rachee — Famine. 

^7^1 • X HE death of the old Mayhou, which happened fome 
time afterwards, made fome ilir in Dahomy. For though the 
dying recommendation of a beloved and wife counfellor may. be 

of 

^ An expreffion according to the Dathoman idiom* 
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of great weight with a King, in the choice of his fucceflbr, yet 
the dcfeafance of a right, cftecmed as hereditary, cannot fail to 
alarm thofe whofe families are all interefted in the dcciiion. 
The old man had fliewn a great unwillingnefs to be fucceeded 
by his fon, who was a very profligate charadler ; and therefore, 
a little before he expired, he fent the coat and ftool which he 
had received, on his appointment, from Ahadee, to a perfon 
that he efteemed, called Avoga^ to be delivered to Adahoonzou, 
as a mark that the bearer was worthy to fucceed him. On the 
demife of the Mayhou, this being quickly known, the King 
immediately called the Tan>egan, fhewed him what he had 
received from the Mayhou, and told him by whom it had been 
brought. The Tamegan remained (ilent for fome time ; then 
burfting into a flood of tears, faid, ^' The Mayhou had good 
^^ reafon for what he had done i for never had father fuch 
^* wicked and ungrateful children ; yet," continued he, " for 
*^ my fake, and for the country's peace, I entreat that one of 
•* his fons may be invefted in the office ; myfelf will take charge 
^^ of his education^ and be refponfible for ht^ conduS:/' * 

The King granted the Tamegan's requeft; but the new May« 
hou, in fpite of all the pains beflowed upon him, turned out to 
be a weak, drunken, and worthlefs fellow ; and the Tamegan 
was a thoufand times upbraided for his ill-Judged partiality to 
the family of the deceafed caboceer« 

■ 

The 



'* The deceafed Mayhou had many fons, all equally abandoned. Six of 
them had difhonoured their father's bed i and fone of them had coafpired 
againft his Jife« 
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The King of Dahomy, like the Grand Signior, is heir to all' 
his fubjedts. On the death of any of his officers* their whole 
cffefts, of which their wives and children are confidcred to be 
a part, go to the King. The late Mayhou had been very long 
in office^ and confequently was fuppofed to poffefs much pro* 
pcrty* 

♦ 

The Eyco ambaffadors,, therefore, who happened to be ia. 
Dahomy, at the time of his death, thought this a good oppor- 
tunity to encrcafe the amount of the annual tribute, which they 
had been fent to receive. They made a demand of one hundred, 
of the Mayhou's women, which Adahoonzou endeavoured to. 
elude ; hut they infifted on his compliance, and, in peremptory 
terms^ refufed to return without them* The King, however 
reluiSantly, was obliged to give them fomte of the women, ia* 
order to get rid of them* 

Tributary ftates can never fatisfy the avarice of the powers,, 
from whom they have been obliged to purchafe peace by fuch a. 
difgraceful acknowledgment. Three months after the depar- 
ture of his ambaiTadors, a mefTenger arrived from the King of 
Eyeo, with a demand of the reft of the Mayhou's women ; . 
accompanied with a threat, that, in cafe of non-compliance oa . 
the part of Dahomy, the Eyeo general Bancbenoo Ihould be fent. 
to fetch them. 

Adahoonzou was mortified to the laft degree at this haughty, 
meffage : but he was obliged to fubmit, without daring to fhew 
his refentment. Not choofing, howerer, to part with the Da- 
homan women who bad belonged to the Mayhou^ he fent his 

army. 
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^rmy into the neighbouring country of Agoonah, to procure 
wherewithal to latisfy the Eyeo monarch. There they met 
with a vigorous oppofition, their leader^ the Cakawo, * with 
ibme other officers of note and many foldiers, being flain. 

This news being brought to the King of Dahomy at mid- 
day, he immediately got up, girt on his cartouch-box, Shoul- 
dered his firelock, and marched towards Agoonah, at the head 
of eight hundred armed women. 

The whole country was in motion, men, women, and chil- 
dren. The King's big mother, wio never dies^ though Jhe is 
fometimes put to deaths -f* fell down lifelefs, before fhe got a 
league from Calmina: many were trodden to death, and 
not a few expired from exceflive fatigue, and the extreme 
heat of a vertical fun. Adahoonzou fent a meflage to the 
European governors, begging that they might not be alarmed, 
as he viras only going to take a walk, and would prefently return. 
Mr. Abfon fent two of his fcrvants, armed, with a meflage, 
fignifying his forrow at not being permitted to accompany him 
in perfon. This compliment was very gratifying to the King ; 
he talked of it to the day of his death, and had it put in all 
his fongs. 

On the approach of this uncommon army, the people fled 
from Agoonah to Sarrachee, purfued by the Dahomans. The 

■ King 

♦ A military officer. 

f The expre/Hon in italics is left as in the MS. The fa£l is, that befidel 
the King's real mother, there is always a nominal one, who holds this title, as 
aonark of honour and Tank among the women. 
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King, now exceedingly fatigued, pitched his tent, and took a 
little repofe. Soon after he received fome of the heads which 
had belonged to the flying enemy, and was informed that they 
had retreated to a mountain that was very difficult ofaccefs. 
Upon receiving this intelligence, Adahoonzou returned to CaU 
mina, after haviog told the Agaow that he expedted the Kings 
of Agoonah and Sarrachee would be his guefts at the enfuing 
Cuftoms. 






This hint was fufficicnt. The Agaow inverted the moun- 
tain to which the enemy had retired, and where they had dug 
many cavities, in which they occafionally concealed themfelves. 
After many ikirmi(hes, the Dahomans difcovered the lurking 
places of the foe, from which they fmoked them, by fines ftrewed 
with pepper. The poor wretches, therefore, to the number of 
eighteen hundred, together with their two Kings, were thus 
obliged to furrendcr at difcretion. 

ijSl. Agoonah dying by the way, his head was carried to 
Dahomy. The captive Prince of Sarrachee was Jed intriumph, 
and placed at the King's gate, on the day that preceded the 
Cuftoms. There he was infulted by the populace ; which at 
firft Adahoonzou pretended to take offence at; reprimanded his 
officers, for fuffering a King to be treated with fuch indignity ; 
ordered his hands to be untied; clothed him; and recommended 
him to yaJbo, the mafler of the horfe, with injunftions to take 
particular care of him. Neverthelefs, four days afterwards, 
this unfortunate prince was brought in a bafket, tied, like a hog, 
and ordered to be thrown from the ftage, which is ufqally 
erected at the Cuftoms, while there was yet day-light enough 

A a for 
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for the ipcdators to difcovcr i^^ho he was : his head was cut off 
hclow ; fcrambled for ; and probably devoured by the mob^ 
to the inexpreifible gratification of the adonifhed fpe£tators« 

Among the other exhibitions at the anniverfary^ which has 
been frequently alluded to, a prodigious quantity of cowries, 
European merchandize, and cloths, manufadtured in the country, 
are collefted, and piled upon a ftage, * to be thrown among 
the populace. It happened, upon this occafion, that fome of 
thefe articles were miffing ; and it was difcovered, that they had 
been conveyed away to the flied allotted for the white men. 
The Europeans had obferved the theft, but were loth to accufe 
the guilty : however, ftrifi: enquiry was made, and feveral of the 
fttfpeded perfons loft their heads. 

This year was remarkable for a great fcarcity of provifions; 
infomuch, that^ had it not been for the wild mangoes, cajbrws, 
and other ^ntaneous produdions of the woods, half the coun- 
try would have flarved. This crude diet was the occafion of a 
|;reat mortality, by the flux, and other diforders. 

* See the Journey to the Court of Ahadee. 



CHAP. 
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^uccefs on the beach at Badagree — Defeat of the Agaow— ST^^ 
Kingdenwnces vengeance againji Badagree. 

JdAdagree, a neighbouring port of trade, became next 
the objedt of Adahoonzou's ambition. 

It has been faid# in the preceding part of thefc memoirs, 
that a lake, or river, runs parallel to the fea, along all this coaft, 
forming a fmall ftrip of land or beach, that lies between the fea 
and the river. This is only inhabited, occafionall/, by a few 
people belonging to the (hipping, and fome natives in the pay of 
the captains, for the convenience of receiving goods from on 
board, and tranfporting them acrofs the lake, and through the 
adjacent fwamps, to the different fadlories, which are fettled at 
the towns, fome miles back in the country, of which the map 
will convey the idea better than words. 

1783. A fmall party of Dahomans made an excurfion to 
Badagree beach, where they feized fome people, who belonged to 
Prince Davee, and who had been employed as porters, or water- 
rollers, by the Europeans. They likewife cut the water warps, * 
broke the canoes and gangcafks, and brought off fome little 
booty. A a 2 

This 

^ Ropes ttfed for hauling the ca(ks of water through the furf. By the help 
•f thefe, the fatiguing and troublefome bufinefs of watering the (hips is managed ; 
the people in the long-boat, which is moored without the breakers, afSfted by 
tkofe on ihorey perform this neceflary work. 
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This trifling fuccefs was very acceptable to Adahoon^oxf^ 
who refolved to attack the town of Badagree itfelf. Accordingly^ 
fome months afterwards, the Agaow purfued the iamerout;. 
but finding no plunder on the beach, the army was ferried over 
the river by the Ardrahs ; contrary, however, to the intentions 
of the King of Dahomy, who had diredled them to make a 
circuitous march to a place which was fdrdable, and where they 
would not have occafion even to wet their cartouch-boxes. 
This intended manoeuvre was didtated by a fufpicion, that the 
Ardrahs might play hinx a trick, by tranfporting his army, and 
then leaving them in a hoftile country, without the means of 
retreating, fliould they happen to meet with a defeat. How- 
ever, he betrayed no want of confidence in them, left they fliould 
refufe tofurnifli him with fomepromiied auxiliaries ..< 

The Badagrees getting intelligence that the Dahoman army 
had croflcd the river,, concealed themfelves in the fwamp,. among 
the ruflies. The Agaow, next morning continuing his: march^ 
without fufpicion, fell into the ambufcade* The Badagrees, 
who arc good markfmen, ruflied upon the Dahomans with great 
fury, and put them into diforder ; killing the Poflli, and a great 
Bumber of foldiers. The Agaow, however, rallied his fcattered 
forces, cut a paflagc through the enemy, and killing twelve with 
his own hand, made a mafterly retreat to the river, where he 
was the laft man that embarked. The army having regained 
the beach, by means of the Ardrah canoes, the Agaow dif- 
patched a meflenger to Dahomy, with the difagreeable news of 
his defeat; alledging, at the fame time, that the Ardrahs had 
been privy to the Badagree ambufcadfi, 

Adahoonzou 
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Adahoonzou fent him a kind invitation to return home, and 
requefted that he might not afflidt himfelf on account of his late 
misfortune ; adding, ** that his late Agaow fliould yet be fur- 
•* niflied with the means of conquering Badagree, although the 
** deflrudion of Dahomy itfelf £hould be the confequence. He 
.*' was forry/' he faid, ** that an opportunity had been given to 
** the Ardrahs, of cheating him, — but he would look for ano- 
** ther path." 

The lofs of the Poffu, and the many foldiers who fell with 
him, caufed great murmurings among the people, which, how- 
ever,, fubfided on the arrival of the army in Dahomy. About 
this time, the Governor of Williams Fort received a long letter 
from Onum% Prince Davee's fon, containing, among other par- 
ticulars, a meflage to Adahoonzou, accufing Ardrah of treachery, 
and faying, that Dahomy was in danger* The King made 
anfwer, ** My name is Deddi ma tronu. I am eafy in my pace, 
** butalwaysin purfuit; let Ardrah take care of his own country." 

It may fecm ftrange, that the King of Dahomy (hould have 
received a friendly meflage from Badagree, againft which he had 
commenced hoftilities ; and to account for this circijmftance^ 
it is proper to obferve, that this ftate was divided by party,, 
which, on the preceding year, had occafioned the expulfion of 
Ginguem^ their late Prince. He had been feized by his fubjefts, 
and delivered on board a Portuguefe fhip, to be carried to 
Brazil, where he had received his education. They had fur- 
nifhed him with about twenty flaves for his fubfiflence, toge- 
ther with a letter for the General of Bahia^ deliring that he 
might keep Ginguem there. Thus Badagree, being torn by 

civil 
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irivil diiTcntions, Dahomy endeavoured to turn this circumftancc 
to his own advantage. 

At the celebration of the Cuftoms, Adahoonzou would not 
feiffcr his finging-men to touch on Badagree in their fongs — 
this fubjedl was, according to the Dahoman idiom^ too ftrmg 
for him. He had loft many brave officers and men, and de- 
nounced eternal vengeance again ft thofe who had been the 
occafion of his difgracc. He called together the Agaow, and 
all his captains ; and while he watered his mother's grave, 
made a public fpeech of three hours ; in the courfe of which 
he ftoopcd down, and taking up a portion of earth in his 
fingers three times, he as often fwore by his mother, that, " If 
*' he did not make a total conqueft of Badagree, be was 
^* .unworthy to be called her and Ahadee's fon." 



CHAP. Vh 

A numerous army fent agamji Badagree — The Dahoman camp 
attacked 9 with great Jlaugbter — Dahomans gain n decifive 
viSlory — Death of the PhufTupo, 

1784. About two months after tlie Cuftoms^ the King 
prepared for another campaign. The army encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Calmina, and was quickly joined by a 
numerous body of auxiliaries from the inland countries q£ Mahee 
^nd Nago. * Thus augmented, the Agaow decamped, and 

marched 

^ or this countiy nothing more is known than the name. J« F« 
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marclied in great force towards Badagree, conduced by guides^ 
which had been provided by the King of Eyeo. He laid waftc 
the whole country in his progrefs, making many prifoners^ 
which were immediately fent to Eyeo, according to a treaty 
which had been previoufly entered into with that Prince. 

Having arrived in the vicinity of Badagree, he refted three 
•days, and on the 4th encamped with his numerous army. 
The ground occupied for this purpofc was fo extenfivc, that it 
required Jour hours to walk from one extremity to the other*. 
Sejii^ an Ardrah Caboccer, gave the Agaow aflurances of a plen- 
tiful fupply of provifions during the inveftment of Badagree,^ 
although it fhoiild continue for three years; as did likewifc 
Kojfu, a Nago chief^ belonging to Eyeo. The operations of 
the Dahoman army were diredlcd by the Eyeo mcflcngers, who 
had conducted them hither; and nothing of importance was 
undertaken without their concurrence. 

The powerful King of Lagos was prevailed upon, by bribes 
ai)d promifes, to join this formidable confederacy ; and he un- 
dertook to prevent the Bad agrees from receiving fupplies of 
corn from his dominions « For this purpofe, he equipped, 
thirty-two large canoes, and Rationed them three miles to the 
eaflward of Badagree, to cut off all communication with Lagos. 
Many prifoncrs were taken by thofe canoes, which the Daho- 
mans allowed the people of Lagos to eat, according to the coun- 
try phrafe ; which, in this inftance, means, to convert to their 
own ufe. This weakened the enemy, and at the fame time. 
£bcured the intereft of Lagos. 

The 
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The Badagrees, thus abandoned by all their neighbours, 
and cut off from the poflibility of obtaining fupplies by land 
or water, refolved to make a dcfpcratc pu(h, and fell their liberty 
and lives as dear as poflible. A day was fixed to attack the 
Dahoman camp, and the plan was concerted with fiich fecrecy 
and adroitnefs, that the defign was put in execution before it was 
difcovered. 

A variety of circumftances concurred to favour this bold en^ 
terprize. Many days had elapfed fince the Dahomans had 
formed their camp, during which time no hoftilities had been 
committed by either party. A relaxation of difcipline had 
prevailed among the troops, and the centinels had become 
remifs in their duty. The Agaow had retired a confidcrable 
way down the river, in tlie night previous to the attack, in 
^)rder to perform fomc religious ceremonies, in compliance with 
an injundlion that had been laid upon him by Adahoonzou. 
During the general's abfence, which was to have been three 
days, the command devolved on ^eenoob^ 

In this fituation, at the dawn of day, the Badagrees, in three 
divifions, commanded by Prince Davec, and his generals, the Oclah 
and Poffu, ruflied upon the Dahomans, fword m hand, fct fire to 
their camp, killed a great number, and made many prifoners. The 
confternation and diforder occafioned by this fudden and un- 
xxpeded attack, muft have produced a total defeat, had it not 
been for the coolnefs and prefence of mind with which Quee- 
nooh rallied his panic-ftruck troops, and made a ftand. OclaVs 
divifion appearing to be the moft vulnerable, was immediately 
,cncountered by this brave Dahoman chief, who, perceiving that 

their 
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their leader charged in his hammock^ dire£ted his men to take 
a good aim at that objedl. The blood foon appearing through 
the hammock, the men who carried Oclah, threw him down^ 
and the whole divifion immediately betook themfclves to flight. 

At this inflant the Agaow arrived, refumcd the command, 
and was quickly in polTeffion of Davee's head. This news no 
fboner reached the Poflu, than he made a precipitate retreat. 
With five wounds in his body. The fortune of the day being 
now changed in favourof the Dahomans, the few men who had 
been left to guard the town of Badagree, together with the wo- 
men and children, made their efcape in canoes, and fell down 
the river towards Lagos j fo that no more than two hundred 
fell into the hands of the Dahomans. But great was the car- 
nage in the field of battle, the Agaow giving no quarter, till the. 
Badagrees were reduced to a handful. After this engagement, 
fix thoufand heads were fold to the King of Dahomy by his 
foldiers« 

Immediately after this decifive vidory, the Agaow difpatched 
the Poflfu in purfuit of the fugitive women. On the following 
day he overtook them ; upon which they called but to him, 
that they belonged to Dahomy. While the Poflu was fpeaking 
to them, he was joined by the PhuflTuppo, who had been fcnt 
by the Agiow to fupport him. Upon a confultation held by 
the two chiefs, it was determined, by the Phufl!uppo's advice, 
to return to head quarters, the women promifing to follow. 

It does not appear what was the Phufluppo^s reafon for giving 
this advice, and fo eafily relinquifliing fuch a confiderable prize : 

B b but 
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but it is certain the Agaow received the news <vith rage and 
indignation ; yer, as he had frequently witnefled the courage 
of thofe two officers, who ranked next to himielf in the anny^ 
he judged it prudtent to overlook their late conduS:, and ffiflc 
his refentment, not choofing to bring them into a fcrape with 
the King. 

The women arriving at a town in the neigbbburhood of 
Lagos, were advifed by the King of that territory to i^emainr 
^i«c > for if they ftiould proceed farther, be fliouldr be under 
the neceffity of felling them, or of delivering them up to Da- 
homy. This piece of commendable moderation itt the King, 
of Lagos, who might have appropriated the poor fugitives- to^ 
himfelf, delivered them from their fdars^. abd they coatintied to 
refide there, 

Whilft the Pofiu and Phuflupo were in queff of the wonien> 
the Agaow was employed in colledJing the heads of the fbitr, 
and in fecuring the Haves on the field of battle, where he waited 
the return of the two genefali, that they might accompany him 
to the town of Badagrce, in order to feize the booty that might 
be found (here. Five days had clapfed fince the evacQafron of 
the town, in which interval the Ardrahs had pofleflcd themfelves 
of moft of the plunder, which they had tranfported, by means 
of their large canoes, and hid in the neighbouring fait works 
rfnd fwamps ; fo that the Dahotnans got but little booty in the 
late bloody conflict, except a; few pfifoners/ and the head's of^ 
thofe who had fallen in the battle^ 

The 
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Th^ moil diftinguiihedof the prifonecs were fentby the ^^g^aw 
to Adahoonzou, with a mcf&gq, intltPAting, that he waited for 
mdotfi. The Kijig foon returned an anfWer> inftruding hiqi 
to make the Ardras paddle the army acrois theciver> and to 
purfuehis route homewards by the beach. The region fqr this 
manoeuvre w^as for fome time 'kept a ieqret; but it w^as after^ 
wards known that the King of Eyeo^^xpetaing the Agaow's 
return :by the (kmc path in which his meiTengers h^ condudtod 
the. army to fiadagr^e^ had font a ftrppg forae^to intercept him, 
and bring the Dabom^ns, with all their plunder, to Eyep. The 
meflengers, therefore, who had hitherto been their condudors, 
were extremely aftoniflied when the Agaow difmifled them, and 
bid them jmake.th? befl; of th?ir way homewards. 

• 

The Agaow and his troops, after ^this, wei^e once ashore 
ferried over tp the beaqh, by the Ardrahs, who there .left thisni, 
in order to fccure their plunder. They were ftill fufpetfted of 
treachery by Adahoonzou; but cv^iy iQan in Dahomy .was 
forbid, at his pQril, to fpeak difre^^lfully of them, for reafons 
which will appear in the fequel. 

The Dahoman army having marched along the beach, till 
they got into the territories of Ardrah, were invited to halt, and 
partake of a repaft, confiding of bullocks, hogs and flaeep, 
which had been provided, by order of the King of that country, 
who like wife beftowed fome prefents on the Agaow, and the 
reft of the Dahoman chiefs. 

, It was at this place that the Phuflupo recolledtcd the advice 
which he had given to the Poflu, refpedling the Badagree women; 

B b 2 in 
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in confequence^ probably, of fotrie expreffions let fall by the 
Agaow on the occafion ;. for he had fent a meflage to that 
general^ antecedent to his return to head-quarters, importing, 
** That he (hould not give the King nor the Agaow the trouble 
^^ of enquiring into a matter which was too late to be remedied. 
'* He had given his advice without malice, or any finifter in* 
*' tentions, which, fince it was likely to produce difagreeable 
'' confequences, his return home might be inconvenient both 
*' to himfelf and to the Poffu — that he took the whole blame 
'* upon himfelf i and as the Poffu had no (hare in it, he trufted 
he fhould be acquitted/' 



$€ 



Thefe reflections prevailed with him to take the fatal refblu- 
tion of making away with himfelf, which heefieded on the 
morning of the army's departure from Porto-Novo beach, by 
applying the muszle of a loaded pillol to his mouth. Thus 
fell the laft and oldeft of Ahadee's generals. His death was 
much regretted by the King, who declared, that if he had 
returned, after fuch a glorious war, he fhould have received 
him kindly. The PofTu was not put to the neceflity of making 
any defence. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Rejoicings for fie late viSiory-^Palace adorned with the Jkulls 
of the vanquijhed — Barbarous majjhcre of prifoners — Con^uejl 
of Wcmcy. 

VJREAT rejoicings flowed this conqueft, Adahoonzou 
and his Caboccers danced round the palace lor fcveral facccflivc 
days ; a profufion of viduals was expended in feafting ; and a 
vaft quantity of brandy wasconfumcd; while the heads of the 
vanquifhed Badagrecs were daily exhibited^ for the gratification 
of the a(lQni(hed multitude* 

Not contented with difplaying his barbarous trophies at CzU 
mina, the King's favage vanity led him to believe that the par*- 
ticipation of fuch a fplendid fpedtacle would be accept ible to 
the Europeans. Topai>, accompanied by the chief eunuch, and 
a magnificent retinue, was fen t down to the forts at Grigwhee, 
with a number of the heads, attended by drums beating, and 
colours flying. This officer met with a veryxold reception, 
the governors refufing to falute him, or to give his people any 
thing to drink. This piece of difrefpedt was extremely morr 
tifying to the King. 

1785. At the fucceeding Cuftoms> the fingingrmen had a 
fine opportunity of flattering the vain-glorious monarch . Ba- 
dagree was no longer a difagreeable theme. The air refo anded 
with the notable exploits performed by the vi(ftorious army; and 

Echd> 
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Echo, from the adjacent woods, reverberated the *Jlrong names 
of the Male Oyjier^ rill hoarfencfs and fatigue overpowered the 
vocal band. The officers and foldiers were liberally rewarded, 
by the diftribulion of cowries and cloth ; and the (kulls .of the 
vanquiihed enemy were ordered to be applied to the decoration 
of the royal walls. 

The perfon, to whom the management of this bufinefs bad 
been committed, having neglected to make a proper caloulation 
of his materials, had proceeded too far in the work, when he 
found that there would not be a fufiicient number « of ikulls to 
adorn the whole palace. He therefore requefted .permiffion 
to»bcgin.thc work anew, that he might, -by placing them far- 
ther apart, complete the deiign in a regular manner. But the 
King would by no means give his confent to this propoial, 
obfervinj;, " That he Ihould foon find a fofficient quantity of 
•^* Badagree heads to rcndenthe plan perfcftty uniform." 

The operators, therefore, proceeded with the work fill the 
fkulls were all expended, when the defeflive ^artofthe walls 
was meafured, and a calculation made, by which it appeared, 
that one hundred and twenty-feven was the number wanted -to 
finifh this extraordinary embellifhment. The prifons, where 
the wretched captives had been confined, were accordingly 
thrown open, and the requifite number ttf devoted viftims 
dragged forth, to be flaughtered in cold bloody for this hellifli 
purpofe. Previous to their execution, they were informed 
that the heads brought home by the Agaow had not been found 

fufiictent 

^ A pfarafe, according to the Dahoman jdiom, meaning his titles and exploits. 
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fu^icient to gamifli the pialace, and that theirs were required to 
fijpply the deficiency. 1 his a:<ft of barbarity was greatly ap*- 
plauded by all prelbnt. * 

It hath been already ohfcrvcd^ that the Dahomans had been 
duped by the Ardtahs, of which Adahoonzou was not infenfible. 
He had long meditated a blow at the King of Ardrah^ his rela^- 
tion ; but as he had occafion for his feiivices in thefe late expe*- 
ditions, he had (lifled his refentment at his perfidious condudt^ 
till a fit opportunity ihould occuf to throw oS the mafk» and. 
punlHi' hixn as he deferved. 

There were ftill feveral obftacles to prevent the execution, 
of the defign which the King of Dahomy had fi)raKd a^inft 
Ardrah ; the moft important of which was the friendship of th* 
KingofEyeo with the latter, and the alliance of Wemey, a 
conugiious and.refpcdtabk ftate. Thefe obftacles Adahoonzou 
did hia endeavour to furmount> in order to accomplifh his 
dcfign, without being, very (crupulous about the means. He 
fowcd the feeds of diflention between the allied ftates of Wemey 
and Ardrah, 6y etfeftually as to produce a rupture,i which would 
have been fatal to the latter^ had not the forces of the former 
been repulied by the cannon of Antonio Vaz, which turned the 
fortune of the day in favour of the Ardras ; who, to prevent 
farther incurfions, fortified themfelves on the fide of Wemey. 
with a firong clay wall and a moat. 

1786. 

* At this time there were fix (lave fhips in the road of Whydah, a great 
fcarcity of trade, and the price of a prime ilave little £hort of thirty pounds 
fterling^ 
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1786. Soon after this tranfadlion, Wcmey became obnoxious 
to the King of Eyco, on account offomeof his trading-men 
having been way-laid and robbed, by a party belonging to that 
ilate. Upon this occafion, the King of Eyeo begged that Ada- 
hoonzou might chaftife them, as it was too far for hira to fend 
an army for that purpofe. Nothing could be more accepta<* 
l)le to the King of Dahomy than this commiffion, as it exadtly 
accorded with his own views. 

The people of Wemey, on the other hand, haftened their 
own dcflrudtion, by fending an imprudent challenge to Ada- 
hoonzou, and threatening, that if he did not attack Wemey, 
they fliould march againft Dahomy. Adahoonzou anfwered, 
in the fame boafting drain, that he (hould fend his Agaow, 
with a fupply of guns, powder, and iron,* for their ufe. 

The Agaow having received orders to prepare for war, beat 
his drum, formed his camp, and fummoned the whole Daho^ 
man forces to repair to his flandard. Adahoonzou invited the 
Mahees to become his auxiliaries in this enterprize, promifing 
that all the booty which they (hould acquire fhould be at their 
own difpofaK Accordingly, one hundred Caboceers from the 
different flates of Mahee, with their numerous adherents, joined 
ihc Dahoman army. 

4 

m 

Thus ftrongly reinforced, the Agaow inverted Wemey in 
May 1786, and made himfcif mafter of it in November fol- 
lowing, having met with very little oppofition from the be- 

fieged, 

'^ Cut iron is ufed infiead of lead ball. 
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"ficgcd, who, notwithftanding their bragging mcflage, nevtr 
ventured to try their llrength with him, but remained inactive, 
till at laft, being reduced by hunger, they were obliged to fur- 
render at difcrction. ... 

Although this was a bloodlefs conquefl, a prodigious number 
of the miferablc captives were afterwards put to death ; and of 
thofe who were permitted to live, numbers were fo emaciated 
with hunger, that they perifhed on the path, between Wcmey 
and Calmina. 



matt 



CHAP. IX. 

Unterpriji againft Porto Novo — Redemption of the French 
prifoners-^MeJfage of dtfapprobation from Eyeo — the Tame- 
gan goes to AUadah, to make fetiJh^^Expedition againji the 
Whydahs. 

J. H E King of Dahomy was exceffively elated with his late 
fuccefs, and nothing but the want of Eyeo's permiflion pre- 
vented him from attacking Ardrah, which now lay open before 
him. This permiffion, it was faid, he had obtained, though 
in terms fomcwhat ambiguous ; Eyeo having confented that 
Adahoonzou might repel any infult that might be offered by 
the King of Ardrah ; but at the fame time, ftriftly forbidding 

C c the 
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the commencement of hoftilities, without leave firft afked and 
obtained. 



The King of Dahomy having got this kind of half fanfiion^ 
did not fail to turn it to his own advantage. At this time 
there were no lefs than eleven French fhips in the road of 
Porto Novo, the port of Ardrah 5 and the daily debarkation of 
a large quantity of merchandize^ afforded a favourable opportu- 
nity of making a fuccefsful excurfion to the beach ; whilft: 
the jealoufy at feeing fuch a number of (hipping fn a neigh- 
bouring port, and only one brig in Whydah road,^ was a frefli 
fpur to the meditated enterprife. 

In confequence of fecrct orders, which had been given by 
Adahoonzou, the CoAe, or fecond Caboceer, at Grigwhee, ac- 
companied by the Caiaow, the military officer who is ftationed 
there, and about three hundred of the King's foldiers^ ftole out 
of town in the night, and on the fecond morning afterwards, 
at the break of day, arrived on Porto Novo beach. Fourteen 
Frenchmen, one Portuguefc, and upwards of eighty canoe- 
men from the Gold Coaft, here fell into the hands of the 
Dahomans, without refinance* 

The Coke and the Cakaow returned with their prifoners, of 
whom they very well knew how to make the beft advantage. 
They entered into treaty with the governor of the French fort 
at Grigwhee, for their ranfom, which at laft was fixed at 

twenty- 
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twenty-fix * ounces of cowries for each white officer or boat- 
swain of canoes^ and twenty-four ounces for each failor and 
canoe- man ; amounting in the whole to about four thou/and 
andjix hundred pounds Jierling — 2l very handfome booty i 

T he captors accepted of Monf, Gourg*s notes for the above- 
mentioned fum, without fcruple, as there had never been an 
inftaDce in that country of a white man refufing to honour his 
written obligations, fo that they pafs as current with the 
natives as money. This gentleman, who had been an officer 
in the French fervice, was admoni{hed not to comply fo eafily 
with the exorbitant demands of the Dahomans, but he would 
not l)e advifed. 

The prifoners being thus redeemed, were delivered up to 
Monf. Gourg, the French governor ; but upwards of thirty 
of the canoe-men died of the fmall-pox, which then raged in 
the country, before they could be conveyed to the refpedtive 
captains who had hired them on the Gold Coafl. 

It doei not appear that the Dahomans found any other plun- 
der on the beach, befides the prifoners before mentioned ; 
but it is certain that the King of Ardrah was highly irritated at 
this infraftion of the alliance which had lately fubfifted between 
the two kingdoms. He immediately difpatched ambafikdors 
to the King of Eyeo, complaining of this unprovoked breach 
of friendfhip, which was followed by a meffage from that Prince^ 

C c 2 reprc- 

ft 

* Thcfe are ounces in trade, or currency, equal to forty (hillings each* 
An ounce m gold is reckoned at four |>ouads fterling i vide ante, p. 134.. 



196 HISTORY OF DAHOMY, 

reprehending the co'ndudl of Adahoonzou, in terms the moft 
menacing and ofFenfive, forbidding him ever to think of a hoftile 
vifit to Ardrah in future, and telling him, •• That Ardrabwas 
•* Eyeo's * callabajlj, out of nvbicb nobody Jhould be permit ed to eat 
'' but bimjelfr 

The King of Dahomy was thunderftruck at this meflagc, 
which, however, he durft not refent, but was obliged to appcafe 
his irritated mafler, by dividing with him his late ill-gotten 
fpoil. 

Nor was this all : for fo great was his dread of Eyeo's refent- 
ment, that for many months afterwards, whenever any warlike 
preparations were made by that monarch, Adahoonzou was- 
under the greateft apprehenfions that the kingdom of Dahomy 
would feel the efieds of his vengeance. 

This impreffion continued to difturb the Dahomans for a 
confiderablc time afterwards 5 fo that on the following year, 
1787, when the King of Eyeo made fome movements towards 
the Mahee country, Adahoonzou was fo much alarmed, that he 
fet all his people to work, to barricade and fecure the halls of 
his different palaces, that he might, in cafe of an attack, have 
fome places of fecurity, in which he might hide himfelf. 

The cloak of religion is often aflumed to cover the moft 
atrocious adtions. While Adahoonzou was bending all his 

endea**- 

^ The callabafli, or gourd, is chiefly ufed in this country to ferve up foup, 
and other food ; though it ferves alfo for other purpofes, fuch as bottles, drink- 
ing cups, and other utenfils. Some of them have been found to meafuiea. 
yard in diameter. Thefe are converted into walhing-tubs« 
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endcnvcurs to extirpate the human race, he did- not forget to- 
folemnizc the rites of fuperftition. His prime minifter, the 
Tamcgan, was fent to Alladah^ one of his palaces, not manj' 
miles from Grigwhee, with a Gong-^gong^b eater ^ many drums, 
a number of priefts and attendants, to mdk^fetijh. The Euro- 
pean governors, and captains of (hips, took this opportunity to^ 
pay him a vifit, carrying each a fmall prefent, and were moft- 
hofpitably entertained by this old and refpeftable caboceer, who- 
did every thing in his power to make the time of their ftay 
agreeable. 

About this time, many movements were made by the different 
generals of war; three of whom were fent to Grigwhee, who^ 
with the help of the town's people, went againft the old Why- , 
dahs, and returned with the pitiful acquifition of a few baiketg 
of fait. 

Not long after this nugatory expedition, it was reported, that 
the people of Porto Novo were about to invade Grigwhee, with 
SeJJu* at their head. This Caboceer, for his fervices during 

the 

* Sejpi^ a man of a morofe and avaricious temper, was a native and Cabo- 
ceer of Ardrah. He had the management of the carriers, who tranfported the 
goods belonging to the {hipping, from Porto Novo beach, acrofs the lakes, to 
the town of Ardrah. In the execution of this office, he committed fuch extor- 
tions and abuiies, that the Englifli and French captains confpired againft him ; 
and, with the affiftance of Antonio Vaz, his enemy, drove him out of Ardrah. 
After his expulfion, he fettled in thd yicinity of Badagree, with his numerous- 
vaflals and dependants ; for he was powerful as well as rich. Having put himfelf 
under the proteSion>of Badagree, and by means of his influence in the bacic- 
country, and the obftrudion he gave to the traders going to Ardrah, by placing 
armed people in the paths, he aSually contrived, for many years, to divert a> 
coniiderable part of the trade of that place to his ^wn town, and to Badagree.. - 
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the inveftmcnt of Badagree, had been promifed the fovcreignty 
of that ftate by Adahoonzou. But his aflulance being no longer 
neceiTary after the conqueA of that country^ the promife had 
been forgotten^ and Seflu had taken poflefiiony without the 
King of Dahomy's permiffion. This monarch did not think 
fit to difturb the new felf-created Prince^ on account of his 
precarious fituation with refpedt to Eyeo; but finding that 
SefTu was meditating a blow againft the capital of Whydah^ the 
moft vigorous meafures were taken to oppoTe him, which had 
the defired efFedt; for the caboceer abandoned his projeded 
cnterprife* 

17^8, The Atinual Cuftoms were foon after celebrated in the 
ufual manner, a number of vidlims being immolated at the tombs 
of Adahoonzou's departed anceftors. Upon this occafion, he 
made a long fpeech of acknowledgment to the European go- 
vernors, for the attention they had paid to the Tamegan during 
ibis reiidence at Alladab. 



CHAP. X. 

Expedition to Croo-too»hoon-too— -^« embajjy from that Nation 
—Barbarous treatment of them by Adahoonzou— Tifr^ Agaova 
attacks and vanquijhcs the Ketoos. 

1 HE Eyeo army was ftill in the field; and the panic, occa- 
iioned by the apprehenfion of a hoftile vifit, continued to diihirb 
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the Dahomans ; fo that no enterprife was thought of, till it way 
known that the Eyeos were on their march homewards, whiclr 
happened a confiderable time afterwards. 

Upon this^ Adahoonzou, on fomc affront, fent out his army 
againft a country called Croo-too-hoon^too. The van, which was- 
commanded by the PofTu, having on its march paffed a narrow 
defile, was fo vigoroufly attacked by the enemy, that this general 
was obliged to make a precipitate retreat, and endeavour to repafs 
the defile, where the Ag^iow. had arrived with the main body.^ 
This rencounter between the advancing and retreating troops,.> 
occaiioned fo much confufion and conilernation among, the Da- 
homans, that if the Croo-too-hoon-toos had followed up their 
blow„ not a fingle * umbrella would have got back to Calmina* 
But thefe people had no other objedfc than felf-defence, and 
therefore were fatisfied with having repulfed and driven the 
invaders out of their territory. 

On the return of the army, the Agaow complained bitterly 
of the PofTu's condudt,. to which he attributed the failure of the 
expedition;, but the King was not difpofed to liflen to his* 
reprefentations, to the prejudice of that officer. 

Some months after this tranfadion, five of the Croo-too* 
hon-too Caboceers arrived in Dahomy^ to pay homage to Ada- 
boonzou, in the name of their country, faying, ^^ That it was 
^* but natural to fland on their defence, when attacked in their 

*' own. 

* The large umbrellas, carried over the heads of the Caboceersy are at the- 
fame time a defence againft the fun, and a mark of diftindion* 
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*f own houfes; that they were not confcious of having given 
^* any caufe of Ombrage to the King of Dahomy, and therefore 
** were much aftoniflied at the Agaow*s vifit ; that, as they 
** preferred peace to war, they were unwilling to contend with 
** fuch a powerful monarch, but rather were defirous of be- 
*♦ coming his tributaries, and offering him a part of the pro- 
^ dudlions of their country." 

Adahoonzou, apparently, received them in the moft hof- . 
pitable manner, treated them with all imaginable kindnefs, 
and difmifled them with confiderable prefents. On the day 
after their departure, the Agaow, in confequence of having 
received fecret orders for that purpofc, followed them with 
fo much caution, that they entertained no fufpicion of his 
being fo near them. Two days after thefc Caboceers had reached 
their own country^ and while the inhabitants repofed in feeming 
tranquillity, the Agaow unexpectedly attacked their town, put- 
ting men, women, and children to the fword. 

After this enormous and unparalleled adl of perfidy, he pro- 
ceeded to rifle the houfes of the murdered, where he found, 
among other moveables, a variety of very curious drefles, made 
of.thefkins of fuch animals as the country produces* Thefe 
were a very acceptable acquifition to Adahoonzou, who, after- 
wards, at the Cuftoms, exhibited them to the Europeans, 
except thofe that were made of tigers ikins i which animal, 
being the fetifh, or deity, of the country, it would have been 
facrilege to have cxpofcd their fkins to public view. 



At 



At the time when thefe fpoils were (hewn to the white men, 
t>y the King himfelf, while he ftood at the gate of his palace, 
called ♦ Gree ma zon baw^ Adahoonzou remarked, *^ That this 
•* was buta fmall war; but that he was about to make a truly 
** great one, which they fhould foon hear of." 

1789. He was as good as his word; for the Cuftoms were 
fcareely finiflied,' when he took upon truftall the guns and 
powder which could be found among the fhipping, aflenibled 
all his fubjeiSs, able to bear arms, and gave out, that he was 
^oing to oppofc the Popoes, who had threatened to invade Why- 
dah ; telling the European governors, that they fhould fee hira 
in perfon at Grigwhec* 

Adahoonzou left his own houle, and made a camp feparate 
from that of the army ; the Tamegan and the Mayhou had like»^ 
wife theirs; and fo had the Yavougah, the Coke, and the 
Cakaow, which three laft-mentioned Caboceers had been called 
up from Grigwbee, their ufual ftation, to join the grand army. 

As the communication with Popo was at that time open, 
and there appeared no hoflile preparations on that fide, it was 
impoflible to difcover the intended deflination of this formida- 
ble army. The fecret at laft was divulged, and it was known 
that the objeft of this expedition was Ketoo^ the country whera 
the fine red cotton cloths are manufadured. 



Dd The 

* Yott do not give a goat a plantation to fow corn in. 
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The town of Kctoo being furrounded by a large moat and 
a double walU the inhabitants at firft bid defiance to the 
Agaow, telling him from the walls, that the large gate was 
open for his reception. This bravado was difregarded by the 
general, who contented himfelf, for the prefent, to pillage the 
neighbouring plantations. In the mean time, his fuccours 
arriving, he coUedled all his force, and prepared for a general 
aflault ; but before he proceeded to ftorm the town, he made a 
feint of retreating, which drew the enemy without the walls^ 
to engage ; upon which he attacked them with dreadful carnage^ 
killing or taking the greateft part of the befieged. 

Two thoufand prifoners, and a great number of heads, were 
the firft fruit of this vidlory. The captives were carried in 
triumph to Dahomy, where nine-tenths of them were butchered 
in cold blood ; two hundred only being referved for fale. 

This vidlory was followed, as ufual> by feafting and rejoicing; 
and a flave apiece was given to the European governors at 
Grigwhee^ as an acknowledgment for the preparations they had 
made, to oppofe the threatened invafion of the Popoes. 
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Death of Adahoonzou — King*s Devil killed — Majfacre rf 

prifoners^'^md of the King*s womm. 

1 HE conqucfl: of Kctoo was the laft remarkable tranfadtion 
that happened during the reign of Adahoonzou. The time 
drew nigh that was to rid the earth of this fcourge of the human 
race. Meflagcs had been frequently brought from the King 
to the European governors, for fome time after the Ketoo 
viSory ; but now it was a month fince any meffenger had 
arrived at Grigwhee, either from the King or his Cabocecrs. 
A certain gloom was apparent over the whole Dahoman empire* 
A myfterious filence prevailed. Every countenance betrayed 
a fecret which the tongue durft not reveal. The truth at 
laft came out — Adahoonzou was dead of the fmalUpox ! 

This diforder had not been attended with any unfavourable 
lymptoms ; but the King, impatient under confinement, was 
defirous to convince his people that all was well with him. 
The * Gong'gong^beater had been commanded to fummon all his 
fubjedls to the King's door, in order to fee him ; and he was 
actually on his way, from an inner apartment to the gate, accom- 
panied by fome of his women, when he was feized with a gid-^ 
dinefs, fell down, and expired. This happened on the 17th 
of April, 1789. 

D d 2 The 

* This officer, who carries a rude kind of hand-bell in his left hand, made of 
hammered iron, and a dick, fomewhat like a drum-fiick, in his right, is the 
public herald or crier, upon all occafions. 
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The women retired ; the Tamegan made a fpeech to t!&o(e 
who were afTembled .at the gate^ informing them, ^^ That the 
^^ King had intended to play a. little in public,, but was pie- 
^* vented by fome particular bufinefs ; that he dofigned, how- 
*' ever, very fliortly to fee his people, when he would put in 
^ execution his purpofe of diverting them,** 

The minider had icarcely concluded this (hort addrefs, vrhcit 
aloud (hriek was heard from within the palace. This wa& 
quickly communicated from Agoonah, where the King then lay,, 
to Calmina and Pahou. The whole kingdom was immediately 
in an uproar, the people beating their breafts, tumbling down,, 
and exhibiting fuch marks^ of frenzy, that one would have 
thought the whole country had been feized with the fime 
diforder. Confuiion and anarchy^ as ufual on fuch occafions, 
niniverfally prevailed; every body was armed,. and frequent rob« 
beries were committed* 

The Caboceers, nev^rthelbfi,. attended: to the main bulinefs,. 
which, was the conveyance of the corpfe to Abomey. They 
had it on ^e way three hourfe after the breath departed. The 
man called the King's Devil, was killed on the path, between 
Agoonah and Da wee ; and on the arrival of the corpfe at the 
gate of Dahomy-houfe,, at Abomey, ^xfy-«f^i6/ men (all Ketoos) 
were maiTacred,. before it was carried into the houie. 

The butchery now began among the women* who iiQmedi^ 
ately proceeded to deltroy one another ; and this fcene continued 
'for two days and a half. Human nature fhrinks at the recitaL 
^f fuch horrible fafts* The fimple narration is fufficicntly 
Aor t^ingj without the dptail of the particular ciixumftances- 

that 
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^at marked this Woddy fcene^ ; Suffice it to obfcrve, thatj?w 
bundrtd and nineti^five WoaJ!?»j»er^ iimrtjered by their compa- 
^ons oa this occafiof}> and ^nti acebrxiing to the notion 
that pre^iis^ to this unhappy cxWntry^ to attend Adahoonzou in. 
the other worlds . 
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Earthquake at Khomty-^RefliSiions on Adahoonzou'^ conduSt-^^ 

uifcendancy of Eyto — Punijhfkent of ^zM^it and her bujband. 

• » t, ■ 

UeFORE we begin the h'fe of the new monarch, it may 
not, perhaps, be amifs to relate foipe farther particulars that 
occurred during Adahoonzou^s reign, which could not hitherto 
be conveniently introduced, without interrupting the connexion 
of the foregoing hiftory. 

Upon the return of the Agaow from the expedition againft^ 
Crob-too-hoon-too, the Eyeo mefTcngers being then at Calmina, 
the King, did not choofe to communicate to them the fucce/s 
of his arms, left they (hould make a demand of the fpoil for 
the ufe of their mafter; For it had been ufual for them, on the 
eve of the return of the Dahomans from any vidlory, to covet, 
every thing theyfaw in Dahomy that was curious or valuable^ 
The King, therefore, had diredted the Agaow to proceed to 
Aboaiey, anddepofit his pi under' there > and in the mean time. 
Adahoonzou hailened to difmi& the Eyeo ambaJSadora. 

When 
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When the King afterwards went to Abomey, and had feated 
himfelf amidft his Caboceers, to examine the booty, they were 
exceedingly alarmed by an uncommon motion of the earth, 
which (hook the flools on which they fat, and threw down a 
part of the walls of the palace. It was the {hock of an earth- 
quake, which was felt, not only at Abomey, but extended to 
Agoonah, Calmiua^ and feveral of the neighbouring villages. 

As no event of this nature had been handed down by tra- 
dition, the Dahomans applied to the Europeans for an explica- 
tion of this extraordinary phasnomenon. With the view of 
bringing about a reformation in the conduft of Adahoonzou, 
they informed him, that the Almighty took this method of 
fignifying his difpleafure at the crimes committed by mortals ; 
and that it was not uncommon, upon certain occafions, for the 
earth to open and fwallow up towns, and even whole provinces, 
with all their inhabitants. It does not, however, appear that 
this reprefentation produced any alteration in the King's beha- 
viour. 

Although Adahoonzou pofleffcd a great (hare of perfonal 
courage, he appears to have been remarkably deficient in every 
other endowment requifite for the government of a great king- 
dom. His bravery, and enterprifing fpirit, ferved only to point 
bim out as the fit engine for accomplishing the wiflies of his 
more politic and formidable neighbour and mailer, the King 
of Eyeo. 

This remark will account for the conquefts which the King 
x)f Pahomy had been permitted to make, without the interrup- 
tion 
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tion Of interference of Eyeo. Ardrah had been the intermediate 
tooU by whofe inftigation Adahoonzou had been prompted to 
harafs his neighbours j and Eyeo got the major part of the 
fpoil that had been acquired by Adahoonzou's vi£tories« 

The King of Dahomy was made to believe, that the whole 
trade of the Europeans was to center at Whydah, and that all 
the flaves who were brought to Ardrah, fhould be fent to Grig- 
whee for fale. This turned out to be a fcandalous impofition : 
for the King of Ardrah foon ftopped all communication With 
Whydah. The meffengers from Porto Novo * were no longer 
fscn at the King of Dahomy's Cuftoms ; and the Dahoman 
traders^ who had been accuflomed to vifit Ardrah, were no 
more allowed that liberty. 

The excurfion of the Dahomans to Porto Novo beach, 
therefore, is not to be wondered at ; and Ardrah moft probably 
would have received a more fevere chaftifement, but for the 
interference of Eyeo. 

Adahoonzou was extremely exafperated at having been made 
the dupe of the people of Ardrah, and left no method untried 
to fet Eyeo againft them ; but they were too rich, and conftantly 
defeated Dahomy's defigns, by heaping a profufion of prefents 
on the King of Eyeo. Porto Novo road was feldom without 
fcven or eight large French (hips, and the richeft European 
commodities were continually pafling from thence, to be pre- 
fented to the King of Eyeo, a very clofe-fifted and ihrewd 

monarch. 

Contrary 
• The fea^port of Ardrab. 
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Contrary to the ufagc of his prcdcccflbrs, Adahoonzou bore 
veiy hard on his fubjeds^ who had fettled under the different 
European forts. When any * palaver obliged them to repair to 
Dahomy, they were fure to be caft, and lofe their liberty or 
lives: for if they happened to elude the ftroke of the fcimitar, 
they were fold, and the amount carried to the King, 

The following anecdote will ferve as a fpccimen of the man* 
jier in which Adahoonzou fervcd delinquents of this kind* A 
*1vomart named PauJJit^ who lived under the protedion of the 
French fort, and *had acquired confiderabie property by trade, 
to the amount of fevfenty flaves, and upwards, had inlinuated 
herfelf int4j) the good graces of Monf. Olivier^ the former gover- 
nor of the French fort at Grigwhec, by her dexterity in her pro- 

feflion. 

t 

This woman ufed to follow her hufband, who was alfo a con- 
iiderable trader, to Dahomy, where (he made many friends, and 
among others, fome of the Eyeo nation, Olivier, who was pof-- 
feffed of fome valuable coral, which he could not difpofe of at 
Grigwhee, for the price it merited, had employed Paiiflie to 
fkll it for him ; and ihe accordingly had difpofed of it to the 
Eyeo mefTengers, atan extravagant price. 

It had been likewife the pradice of this woman to fell iron -f 
.bars I which, for the convenieace of concealment, were cut into 

pieces 

• - . 

^ From the Portuguefe word palahra^ a word\ but ufed for dlfpuU or lawfuit, 
f Iron, guns, powder, and coral, are not permitted to be fold to any body 
^U.t the <King, or to his minlAert, for him* . - 



J 
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pieces of the neceflary length for hoes, and other implements of 
agriculture ; and which iron had likewife been ufually fur- 
niflied by Monf. Olivier. 

The Eyeo meflengers having carried the coral to their own 
country, it fome how fell into the hands of their King, and of 
confequence produced an enquiry, how it had been obtained. 
Now it fcems, coral had formed no part of the tribute which 
had lately been paid by the King of Dahomy ; upon the plea, 
that for a long while there had been none to be found in the 
countr}', as there had been no fhips in Why dab road for a con- 
iiderable time. 

The King t>f Eyeofent a fpecial meflcnger to the Dahoman 
Monarch, to reprehend him for the fuppofed fubterfuge, and 
to fliew him the coral which had been purchafcd in his country; 
informing him at the fame time, that Adahoonzou knew he 
held his dominions no longer than whilft he regularly paid his 
tribute.; and when he ncgledtcd that, Dahomy belonged to Eyeo. 

This meflagc was very mortifying to Adahoonzou ; who re- 
folved to make a fevere example of thafe who had been the 
occaiion of it. A ftriift enquiry was immediately fet on foot ; 
and the difpofcr of the coral, together with her hufband, were 
foon apprehended. The latter was fold, and died on board a 
fhip in Whydah road. The woman was carried up to Dahomy, 
where, it was faid by fome, that fhe had been chopped in pieces ; 
though others affirmed, that the King of Eyeo had interfered, 
and faved her life« 

E c Eight 
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Eight diays hitl ekpfed befbic tbefe cktomftantes becanc 
public; bit Mr. Atribn, virbo had received intdiigcnce of 
Pauflie*s fate fomewhat earlier, advifed Monf, Oiivier to fecurc- 
her property. To this prudent advice he lent a deaf ear, which^ 
te qmckly t-epented^ for foon jrfterwsifds the Yaivougah, and 
ocher officers, whh a Ring^s meSenger tit their head, ^nd foU 
kfwed by ai^tunft'ber of atiendaiiCB iarfned^ <M<r«d the hall in 
the French fort,, and kiflkig the floor, ^s ife uiiial when charged 
wi*h Ring« meffage, faid, " Tha?t a woman, named Pauffie,. 
belonging to tht JFwmch fort^ hfad g^t into the Kit\g*s falawr; ^ 
that he hoped Monl^ Olivier vtnould iiot countenance her %e« 
'* haviour, by making any refiftancc to the execution of li is 
" commiffion, which was, to level her houfe with the ground, 
^' and to feize cowries, flareis, and evtry tbing whic& Jie ti»ght 
*' find, aftd carry ihcm to tfaeKihg," 






The old governor refbnted thii oatrage. So fs&sibMj To tfait. 
civility andrcipedt which was due, and atvvsays boA %mn paid, 
to the Europekns ; and (aid, diat he «woiild fooner jperifli in the 
ruins of the fort, than fubmit to fuch a grofs indignity. The 
YftvoUgah, however, pcrfiftod in putting the royal orders into 
eetectif ioti. OHvier loaded hts gun&, and ordered tiie matdie^ 
to he Hghtdd^^but fae did not think propor to proceed to^ctre* 
mkies. P&iii£ie's efFe&s, tlfeerefore, were all feieed, and cartiied 
to Dahomy ^ her debtors were obliged to pay whatever wasdtife 
to her ^ but het <:reditoi« demands againft her <4vere fcouttd. 



CHAP^ 



* Was under the King's profecution. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Injiances of fevere punijhment — The King, becomes trad^r^^ 
DeJiruBive confcquences of bis inUrfermce^ 

Although the King of Dahomy*? women be guarded 
with eaftern jealoufy, ai>d the violators of the royj^l bed ftldon> 
cfcapc punifhmcnt; yet intrigues of this kind, in Adahoon^ou'* 
reign, had not been uncommon. It happened during tha^ 
epocha, that % dangerous feoxale ^onCpiracy had been formed 
againft the liberties of the people. Some of the ladies of the 
icraglioy who bore evident marks of gallantry, having been quef* 
tioned concerning their paramours, named upwards oAone bunn 
dred and Jifty men, belonging to fome villages in the neighbour^i 
hood of Calmina. Thefe were all fold, although moft of th^mt 
were afterwards found to have been innocent, by the confeflioa 
of a woman who difcovered the plot. 

During the cuftomary anniverfary that happened previous to 
the King's death, one of the filver ornaments, which had been 
prefcrved fince the time of JVeebaigab, third King of Dahomy, 
was miffing. After a moft rigid fcarch, it was found in the 
hands of one of the King*s fmiths, to whom it had been deli-^ 
vered by a captain, and a boy belonging to the Sawgan. Thefe 
two people, who had cut the filver to pieces, for the purpofe, a£ 
of being made into rings, were immediately feixed, and carried 
from the King*s gate to the market-place, preceded by the 
King's Gong-gong- beater, who made a fpeech to the populace, 
purporting, ** That the King was about to make the prifoncrs 

E e 2 ^' keepers 
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** keepers of his treafure, while he celebrated the memory of 
'* his anceftors." Upoa which they were knocked down, their 
bellies opened, and filled with fait, in the prefence of all the 
Caboceers and vafTals, who had been fummoned together ta' 
attend this cruel execution. 

Notwithftanding this fcvcre panidnnent, fome of Jthe people 
were daring enough to fteal feveral of the firings of cowries, 
with which the King had taken a fancy to ornament his dif • 
ferent palaces. Some of the perpetrators being difcovercd,. 
were obliged to make atonement at the expence of their lives. 

Upon another occafion, a man, who had been Adahoonzou'^s^ 
fervant, during his minority, in his father's life time, became 
the objedl of his vengeance.. This man had a connexion with 
one of the King's women, and was deteded making his efcape 
with her. The woman was carried back to the palace, and 
the man imprifoned in the Mayhou's houfe. One day, foon 
after, the King came out in a great hurry, attended only by two 
foldiers, and walking to the Mayhou's houie, he ordered the 
delinquent to be brought forth,, and cut to pieces in his prefence^ 

Many inflances of a fimilar kind might be produced ; bu* 
the foregoing will fufficc to fhew the reader the vafl: dilpropor- 
tion between crimes and punifhments in this unhappy country: 
which is not to be wondered at, when it is confidered how 
many human creatures have been put to death during this 
bloody reign,, without having committed any crime at alL 

Having 
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Having given fome fpecimens of Adahoonzou's adminiftra* 
tibn of juftiee» let us take notice of the effedts produced by hi& ' 
interference in commerce. 

In confequence of t&e failure of fome of his expeditions, the* 
King took it into his head, that it was owing to the intrigues 
oi aliens reiiding in his dominions. He therefore ordered the 
Gong-gong to be beat ; giving warning to all ftrangers, Eyeos 
excepted, immediately to quit the kingdom : alledging, that 
whenever any expedition was on foot, his defigns were by them 
communicated to the enemy ;. fo that the Agaow had been rarely/ 
fuccefsful, and often came off with hard blows. 

To make amends for his bad fuccefs in war, he was refolved 
to try the cffedt of a monopoly in trade ; a profeffion which hisr 
anceftors had confidered as ignoble, and which they had never 
put in pra&ice, except through the medium of their Cabo-^ 
Geers.. 

Accordingly^ he iflued a proclamation, that no trader fhould^ 
at any market, pay more than thirty- two ♦ cabejjes of cowrie*- 
for a man, and twenty-fix cabeflesfor a woman, flave. In con- 
iequence of which decree, he himfelf commenced trader, and 
began to buy flaves on his own account at thofe prices : fetting | 
his men to watch the traders, and confifcate their flaves and^ 
themfelves, if vendible, for every breach of his ordinance ; and 
if the traders fo offending fhould not befaleable, they were to 
be beheaded. 

The- 

* Acabcfs, cabe9a9.or head of cowries, is ten fliiltings fterling.. V. p. 135;*. 
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The pretext for thefc wtye regulations was, that the treaftire 
might be kept in his own country, and that it might not go to 
enrich the Mahees and Nagoes. This new edi(£t was very much 
approved of by a certain defcription of people, who had nothing 
to lofe ; but the real traders faid, all was going to perdition* 
For they remarked, that the Mahees, Nagoes, and other inland 
merchants, would naturally feek other channels for their com- 
merce, and that they would come no more through the Daho- 
man dominions. It turned out exadlly as they had predicted : 
the trade flowing on one fide to Wemey, for the Porto Novo 
market; and on the other, to Pejhie^ for the Popo and Quitta 
markets i at which places the traders might freely buy guns, 
powder, and iron ; articles forbidden to be dealt in by ftran^rs 
in Dahomy ; except the latter^ when manufa&ured into imple* 
ments of hufbandry. 

All this did not open Adahoonzou^s eyes ; fo that the Agaow 
^as frequently fent out to lay in ambu(h, and catch fuch traders, 
with their (laves, as he could lay hit hands on : foaaetbnes iie 
wz% fuccefsful, but oftener got nothing. 

The King's avarice did not flop here ; for having experienced 
the fweets of gain, thus cheaply acquired, he ordained, that 
every trader, pofieffing two flavcs, (hould relinquiih one, and the 
beft of them, to him ; and if three, two were to be the King's, 
he paying the price which himfelf had fixed, in Jirung cowries, 
at the gate of the palace. For this purpofe, his women were 
kept conftantly employed ftringing them ; in the execution of 
svhich, they took care that there (hould be a deficiency of from 

three 



m^TO&T OF DAHOMY. £15 

tiiree to fix per *ftring« Nor was the trader aliowed any coni 
^deration whatever for his troubk, expeaces^ or the du^es he 
iaad been obliged to difburfe on the journey. 

All this cau fed general murmurings and difcontentj many^ 
bankruptcies enfued ; and fome coniiderable traders, who had 
pofleflcd property to the value of lixty or feventy flaves, were 
reduced to beggary. Some bore this reverfc of fortune with 
iiirprifing magnanimity j others feeing all go to deftrudlion^. 
iickened^ and diedj as commerce had done before them». 

To fill up the meafure of oppreflion, under which his com-; 
mcrcial fubje6ls laboured^ the Kiqg impofed additional duties, 
which, for a while, gave the revenue a flourifhing appearance j. 
but, like the kft efforts of an expiring man, this tranfitory delu- 
fion quickly vanished. 

Nobody, however, durftfpeak out. Hints, indeed, had offtcn 
feachod the xojnl ear; bat they were difregarded. The Cabo^ 
ceers, in a body, ventured to remonftrate^ but they were 
accufed of a conipiracy againft the Krng's life ; in confequence 
ef which, z. pa/aver 2Lrok, that took upwards of two months to 
fettle. As the laft rcfource, the European governors were 
requefted to reprcfent to the King, the pernicious confeguences 
of his meafures. Upon their interference, he promifed to- 

relievo 

* JPorty cowries mdke one flriqg, *if loofe ; 39, when flf ung : itbe 4aih boing.^ 
allowed for the piercing znd'&tiqgix\g* V. Iiitrodu£tion« 
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j-elieve his fubjeifts, but failed in the performance* In (hort, 
•Whydah, which had always been a precarious port of trade 
.fince its conqueft by Trudo, was for fomc years without any 
irade at alL 
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Adahoonzou'j Jpeecb^ upon bearing what badpaffed in England 

upon tbefuhjeSl of tbe Slave-trade. 

A S a proof that Adahoonzou was not a:t a lofs for arguments 
to defend the condudl of himfelf and his predeceflbrs, when 
jieceflary, we ftiall clofe that Prince's hiftory, with the heads of 
^ fpeechy made by him upon an occaiion which is about to be 
taken notice of^ and which took up two bours in the . delivery ; 
for the Dahomans arc extremely verbofe. * Governor -f- Ab^a 
having taken an opportunity of communicating to Adahoonzou 
Xome of the particulars refpefting the Slave«trade, which had 
become the fubjeffc of converfation^ and parliamentary enquiry, 

in 

* If Mr. Abfon fuppofes long fpecches are confined to Europe and Africa^ 
he is miftaken : the Brafilians were famous for this fpecies of rhetoric long 
ago. When they wilhed to excite the people to war, their Hldermen, from 
fheir hammocks, harangued their auditors, on the virtues and wrosgs of their 
anceftors, fotjix hours together. Purchases Pilgrims^ 1036. 

^ The prefent Governor of William's Fort^ who lUs sefided there 
j;66, and is well acquainted with the language. 
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in thrs country ; and having carried with him fome of the pam- 
phlets for and againft the abolition of that trafiick, which he 
read to him, in Adahoonzou's native language ; the King hftened 
with great attention ; and though bufinefs feveral times broke 
in upon the narration, ftill requefted Mr, Abfon, after every 
interruption, to proceed. When the whole was finiflied, the 
King fpoke as follows : 
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** I admire the reafoning of the white men ; but, with all 
their fenfe, it does not appear that they have thoroughly 
ftudied the nature of the blacks, whofe difpofition differs as 
much from that of the whites, as their colour. The fame 
Great Being formed both ; and fince it hath feemed conve* 
nient for him to diftinguifli mankind by oppofite complec- 
tions, it is a fair conclufion to prefume, that there may be as 
great a difagreement in the qualities of their minds. There 
is likewife a remarkable difference between the countries 
which we inhabit. You, Englifhmen, for inftance, as I have 
been informed, arc furrounded by the ocean, and, by this fitua- 
tion, feem intended to hold coaimunication with the whole 
world, which you do by means of your (hips ; whilft we Daho- 
mans, being placed on a large continent, and hemmed in 
amidft a variety of other people, of the fame complexion, but 
fpeaking different languages, are obliged, by the ftiarpnefs of 
our fwords, to defend ourfelves from their incurfions, and 
punifh the depredations they make on us. Such conduct in 
them is produftive of incefTant wars* Your countrymen, 
therefore, who alledge that we go to war for the purpofe of 
fupplying your (hips with Haves, are grofsly miflaken. 
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** You think you can work a reformation, as you call it, in 
•' the manners of the blacks ; but you ought to confider the 
difproportion between the magnitude of the two countries; and 
then you would foon be convinced of the difficulties that muft 
'* be furmountcd> to change the fyftem of fuch a vaft country 
^ as this. We know you are a brave people, and that you 
*' might bring over a great many of the blacks to your opinions^ 
by the points of your bayonets ; but to efFedt this, a great 
many muft be put to death, and numerous cruelties muft be 
** committed, which we do not find to have been the pradicc 
*' of the whites : bcfides, that this would militate againft 
^ the very principle which is profefted by thofe who wifli to 
^' bring about a reformation* 

•* In the name of my anceftors and myfelf I aver, that no 
** Dahoman man ever embarked in war merely for the fake of 
*^ procuring wherewithal to purchafe your commodities. I, 
** who have not been long mafter of this country, hare, without 
" thinking of the market, killed many thoufands, and I fliall 
^* kill many thoufands more. When policy or jufticc requires 
^« that men be put to death, neither filk, nor coral, nor brandy, 
'* nor cowries, can be accepted as fubftitutes for the blood that 
*' ought to be fpilt for example fake. Befides, if white men 
chufe to remain at home, and no longer vifit this country 
for the fame purpofe that has ufually brought them hither, 
*« will black men ceafe to make war ? I anfwer, by no 
** means. And if there be no fhips to receive their captives, 
^' what will become of them ? I anfwcr for you, they will be 
'< put to death. Perhaps you may aik, how will the blacks 
«' be furniihed with guns and powder ? I reply by another quef- 

•♦ tion^ 
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** tion ; had we not clubs, and bows, and arrows, before wc 
^* knew white men ? Did you not fee me make Cuftom for 
*« Weebaigah, the third King of Dahomy ? And did you 
** not obfcrve, on- the day fuch ceremony was performing, 
'^ that I carried a bow in my hand, and a quiver filled with 
** arrows, on my back ? Thefe were emblems of the times, 
•• when, with fuch weapons, that brave anceftor fought and 
^^ conquered all his neighbours. God made war for all the 
♦'world; and every kingdom, large or fmall, has pradifed it 
'' more or lefs, though perhaps in a manner unlike, and upon 
*' different principles. Did Weebaigah fell flares ? No; his pri- 
♦' foners were all killed to a man. What elfe could he have 
" done with them ? Was he to let them remaia in his country, 
*' to cut the throats of his fubjedts ? This would have been 
** wretched policy indeed, which, had it been adopted, the 
'* Dahoman name would have long ago been extinguifhed, 
** inftead of becoming, as it is at this day, the terror of 
^' furrounding nations. What hurts me moft is, that fome 
^* of your people have malicioufly reprefented us in books, which 
*' never die, alledging, that we fell our wives and children, 
V for the fake of procuring a few kegs of brandy. No ; we are 
" fhamefuUy belied ; and I hope you will contradidt, from my 
** mouth, the fcandalous ftories that have been propagated ; 
*' and tell pofterity that we have been abufed. We do, indeed, 
f * fell to the white men a part of our prifoners, and we have a 
" right fo to do. Are not all prifoners at the difpofal of their 
" captors ? And are we to blame, if we fend delinquents to a 
** far country ? I have been told, you do the fame. If you 
'* want no more flaves from us, why cannot you be ingenuous, 
" and tell the plain truth ; faying, that the flaves you have 

F f 2 ** already 
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♦* already purchafed, arc fufficient for the country for which jovt 
•* bought them ; or that the artifts, who ufed to make fine 
*^ things, are all dead, without having taught any body to 
*^ make more ? But for a parcel of men with long heads, to 
•• fit down in England, and frame laws for us, and pretend to 
** didatc how we are to live, of whom they know nothing, 
*' never having been in a black man's country during the whole 
^* courfe of their lives, is to me fomewhat extraordinary. No 
" doubt, they muft have been HaiTed by the report of fome one 
*' who has had to do with us; who, for want of a due knowledge 
** of the treatment of flaves, found that they died on his hands, 
•* and that his money was loft 5 and feeing others thrive by the 
*' traffic, he, envious of their good luck, has vilified both black 
•* and white traders, 

" You have feen me kill many men at the Cuftoma ,• and 
** you have often obferved delinquents at Grigwhee, and others 
*^ of my provinces, tied, and fent up to me. I kill- them ; but 
•* do I ever infift on being paid for them ? Some heads I order 

m 

*' to be placed at my door; others to be ftrewed about the 
•* market-place, that people may ftumble upon them when 
** they little expedl fuch a fight. This gives a grandeur to my 
^' Cuftoms, far beyond the difplay of fine things which I buy. 
** This makes my enemies fear me, and gives nie fuch a name 
*• in the *bufl^. Befides, if I fhould negledl this indifpenfible 
** duty, would my anceftors fufFer me to live ? Would they not 
*' trouble me day and night, and fay, that I fent nobody to 
•* ferve them ; that I was only folicitous about my own name^^ 

*' and 

^ The country expreffion for the woods* 
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^^ and forgetful of my anceftors ? White men arc not acquainted 
•' with thefe circumftances ; but I flow tell you, that you may 
hear, and know, and inform your countrymen, why Cuftoms 
are made, and will be made, as long as black men continue to 
*' poflefs their own country. The few that can be (pared from 
^' this neceflary celebration, we fell to the white men. And happy, 
*' no doubt, are fuch, when they find themfelves on the path 
'^ for Grigwhee, to be difpofed of to the Europeans. IFe Jloall 
^*Jiill drink water, ^ fey they to themfelves ; white men will not 
** kill us I and we may even avoid punijhment , by ferving our new 
** mafters with fidelity J* 

All this, and much more to the fame purpofe, adds Mr. 
Abfon, was faid by the Dahoman Monarch, in my prefence,. 
however incredible it may appear in England : and I can fee 
no reafon to doubt it, unlefs we fuppofe that common fenfe is . 
confined within narrower limits than experience {hews it to be*. 

♦ Meaning, « Wc ihall ftilMivc^'* 
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PART THE FOURTH. 

CONTAINING 

THE INTRODUCTION TO 

THE LIFE 

O P 

JTHEENOOHETT, 

THE PRESENT KING. 



CHAP. I. 

New King's acceffion-^Speecb — Expeditton^-^ruel treatment of 

the French Governor. 

jn^S foon as Adahoonzou's remains were depolited in Dahomy- 
houfe, at Abomey, Wbeenoohew^ hi^ fon and fucceffor, rufhed 
into the palace^ and put a ftop to the carnage among the women. 
This Prince, who aiTumed the name of Se'do-zaWy f wherever 
I rub I leave my /cent J ^ had three competitors, two of whom 

were 
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were brothers to the late King; and the third was a man who 
had been fold and carried to Brazil^ in Ahadee's time^ but had 
been redeemed by Adahoonzou.. 

However, the ftriiggle for the fucceflion was not fo violent 
as to occafion the lofs of any lives ; the Tamegan having taken 
every neceflary. precaution to prevent bloodflied; and being 
indeed very adtive and attentive on this memorable occafion. 

No provifions were expofed to fale during the fpace of feveral 
days after Sedozaw's acceflion^. which afforded a pretext for the 
commiffion of many diforders ; but the interference of the Ta- 
megan foon put an end to all confufion, and the new King 
promifed to indulge his fubjeds with many privileges ; on which 
account Whenoohew's reign commenced with confiderable 
Maf. He redreflcd the grievances of the traders, by removing 
the oppreffivc rcftridlions which had been laid upon them by 
his father. He relieved them, in particular, from the intolera- 
ble impofts, which had given the finifhing ftrokc to commerce; 
and incorporated the revenue-officers, that had been employed 
to coUcdl them^ with the army. 

The venerable Tamegan, who had been always refpedled by 
the Europeans, as well as by the natives, but who had been 
negleded in the late reign, became the favourite of Wheenoo- 
hew, who confulted him on every important occafion, honouring 
him with frequent perfonal vifits at the minifter*s own houfe; 
a mark of royal refpedt and condefcenfion unknown in former 
i^eigns. 

The. 
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The ancient cuftom, however of celebrating the memory of 
the dcceafed Dahoman Kings, by the efFufion of human blood, 
ftill prevailed to fuch a degree, that Wheenoohew, upon his 
firft vifit to his father's tomb, took with hivn forty ^eigbt men, 
tied, ordering, from time to time, one or two of them to be 
killed in the path, and faying, ** He would walk in blood, all 
^* the way from Calmina to Abomcy, to fee his father." 

On Wheenoohew's firft entry into the royal palace, he made 
a long fpeech to his fiibjcfts, wherein he declared, " That he 
*^ was refolved to adminifter jufticc with a rigorous and impartial 
*« hand ; and advifing them to keep clear of palavers i for that 
** he would kill or fell all thofe who (hould be found to have 
*' promoted unneceflary litigation. He told them, that he had 
** adopted Ahadee's principles of governing, to which he fhould 
** adhere; that he would hear no complaints but through his Ca- 
** boceers; and threatened to punifli with inftant death, the Icaft 
** whifper to Kis women: a crime that had been too common 
** in his father's time. He decreed, that all trading men fhould 
** pay the duties to their refpe<ftive maftcrs, and not to him ; for 
he wanted no prefents but from his Cabocecrs, neither would 
he beftow any. They fhould be allowed full liberty to trade, 
and every one fhould follow his own occupation, of whatever 
^' denomination ; but he cautioned all to avoid getting into 
** fcrapes with him, fince, if they did, they would be furc to 
^* repent of it ; for be knew nobody, nor was he inclined to 
^* make any new acquaintance." 

1790. The firft warlike expedition of Whenoohew was 
,dire6led againft Bailee, a Mahee province, from whence the 

Agaow 
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Agaow returned, with the head of the Caboceer and a few cap- 
tives. Thefe were fcnt to Abomey, to be flaughtered, for the 
purpofe of filling up Adahoonzou's grave. The Agaow was 
fick when he undertook this enterprife, and died foon after his 
return. The fame day was likewife marked by the death of 
IrookoOy who had been one of the competitors for the throne. 

About this time, the King of Dahomy was extremely irri- 
tated at the indecent and infolent behaviour of the Kin^ of Ar- 
drah, who had fet apart a whole week for the celebration 
of Adahoonzou's death ; during which, there had been one 
continued fcene of drunkennefs and revelling night and day, 
accompanied with an inceflant difcharge of cannon, and fongs 
of execration to Adahoonzou's memory. This was fo offenfive 
to Wheenoohew, that, upon being informed of the Ardrah orgies^ 
he is faid to have fhed tears. He fummoned the Caboceers 
and people to the gates of his palace, told them of this flagrant 
aflTront, and faid, that if the King of Ardrah were not protcfted 
by Eyco, he fhould immediately fend his whole force to chaftife 
him for fuch a fcandalous infult. 

A new Agaow was fbon after made, and the army fenl once 
more againft Mahee ; but the rivers at that time being fwellcd 
by the rains, it was obliged to retire, without efFedting any 
thing. The Agaow having made the King acquainted, with 
his ill fuccefs, was not permitted to come home, but was fent 
againft the old Whydahs, the military officers at Grigwhee 
having been ordered to join him with all their forces. 

G g This 
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This ted was ati expedition marked with no- events 
except the deftrudion 6f the plantations through which the 
troops had pafled ; who indifcriminately devoured the fruits of 
the earth belonging to friend or foe. 

A third unfuccefsful enterprise increafed thefe evils to fuch t 
degree, as to threaten a famine in that part of the kingdom 
which had been expofed to fuch predatory excurifions. 

The next expedition was more fucccfsful;. the generarhavihg 
returned, though it docs not appear from what country, with 
about three hundred prifoncrs, which were all killed at Abomey, 
to fill up Adahoonzou's grave: nor did thefe fuffice; for 
another excurfion againfl the Mahees having produced one 
hundred and feventy captives, feveral of them were afterwards 
killed at Abomey, for the fame purpoie. 

The new King, however, did not feem fatisfied with thefe 
trifling fucccfl'es. It behoved him, after the example of his 
anceftors, to provide liberally for the celebration of the firft 
grand Cuftoms for his father; and as this anniverfary was 
now near at hand, he fufpendcd two of his generals, the Poffii 
and the Zoheino, and put others in their room, from whom he 
expected a better account of his enemies. 

The army, after this, marched to a Mahee country, border- 
ing on Ketoo, from whence they returned with upwards oione 
thoufand prifoners, which arc refer ved for the folemmzation of 
thefe grand Cuftoms** 

About 

* The folcmn coronation, if we may fo call it, of the King, was deferred, 
till the grand Cuftoms, which were to be held in the beginning of the 

approaching 
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About this tioie, Mopf, Gourg, the Frenrh Qoyernor, 
Jiaving become obnoxious to the ^jatlvcs, his expulfion from 
the country was determined upon, and put into execution in a 
manner as cruel as un]>recedented. 

This gentleman, who had the misfortune to lofe an arm ia 
the fcrvice of his country, was, .not many months ^fter the 
acceflion of Wheenoohew, one afternoon, feized between the 
Englifli and French forts, by a party, under the diredlion of a 
man, called Alindqhoo^ who, after infulting him ip the Frepch 
language, and even beating him, carried him to the Captains 

• 

Morif. Gourg was there bound, and carried from thence to 
the beach, where he was obliged to remain all night on the 
fand, cxpofed to the mufquitos and fand flies, till five o'clock 
next morning, when he was thrown into a canoe, in a manner 
never pra£tifed even towards a black man. 

The furf on the beach, and the breakers on the bar, on this 
occafion, happened to be fo high, that it was deemed, by the 

G g 2 canoe- 

approaching year ; as alfo another ceremony, which was neceflary to be per* 
formedy namely, his inauguration at Alladah ; where, according to cuflom, he 
:was to be invefted with a fine coat^ as a token of his>fovereignty over that king- 
dom. This folemnity, which may take place before the other, bad been 
retarded, on account of the indifpoiicion of the Tameg.m, who had been feized 
with a paralytic diforder, from which he was then recovering; and it was 
expected, that he would quickly accompany the King to Alladah, in order to 
make a fpeech on that occafion. 

f A large tree, not far from the fort, where the Viceroy receives the captains 
sA ihips4 
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canoemen, impradlicablc to put to fea j and in fail, no other 
canoe durft attempt the bar^ during that and fcveral fucceeding 
days« 

The boatfwain of the canoe remonftrated in vain ; the canoe 
was puflied off the beach ; and this unfortunate gentleman was 
afloat three hours, drenched with repeated breaches of the furf^ 
before he got over the bar* At laft the canoe paflfed it, and he 
got (afe on board a fmall veflfel belonging to the Gold Coaft. 
The canoe, however, was overfct on her return* 

It does not appear, that the natives had any reafons, fuffi- 
ciently ftrong, to warrant this violent behaviour. Mr. Gourg 
indeed had been accufed of haughty and fupercilious behaviour. 
He made no trade himfelf ; and he did not receive the traders, 
nor even the Caboceers, with that ceremony and refpedl which 
had been always cuftomary ; and to which indeed they had been 
entitled, in confequence of the courteiy and politenefs they had 
always fhewn towards the white men. It was reported, that 
his own officers bad confpired againfl: him,, and had done him 
ill offices with the King. 

However that may be, this cruel treatment feems to have 
afFedled his health ; for he afterwards died on board the (hip 
Rouen, during his paflTagc. towards Cape Franjois. 

This is the fecond inftancc of the expulfion of a French 
governor from Whydah ; Monf. Cuil/ie having experienced a 

iimilar 
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fimilar fate, though with Icfs humih'ating circumftances, about 
the year 17^2, upon a charge of having fold contraband articles^ 
to the enemies of Dahomy. 

A tranfaftion happened about this period, which is worthy 
notice. Eyeo, powerful as we have feen it, appears to be 
tributary to a neigbouring and more powerful Prince, called. 
T^appaby* of whofe hiftory little is known. The King of 
Eyeo, defirous, it feems, to throw off the yoke, had ordered, 
the buffalo's hide to be twice trodden, in order to give Tappalu 
a hearty drubbing. His army however, numerous as it was^. 
met with a complete overthrow, and was under the neceffity^ 
of fubmitting to the victor's own terms, having lofl thirteea 
umbrellas in the adion. 

1791. In the months of January, February, and March^. 
the folemnization of the grand Cuftoms, and of the King's 
coronation^ took place ; the ceremonies of which lafted the 
whole three months, and were marked almoft every day with 
human blood. Captain Fayrer, and particularly Mr. Hogg,. 
Governor of Apollonia, were prefent 5 and both affirm, that 
not lefs than 500 men, women, and children, fell as vic« 

tims* 



* Tappaj from its vicinity to Gago, Teems to be Intaj a name given to jfjunta^ 
by fome of our geographers. It is a very powerful k'ngdom, on the S. W.. 
border of Eyeo, or Gago. Probably 'Ta-pa may mean Tar— or Inta^men^v 
but this is only conjedturc. J. F. 
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tims to revenge and oftentation, under the (hew of piety: 
many more were expedled to fall; but a fiulden -demand 
for ilaves having thrown the lure of avarice before the Kiag» 
hi^, like his anceflors^ (hewed he was not infenfible to its 
temptation. 
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